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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Wednesday 9th January 2019, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _GoBack]PRESENT Cllr R Crisp, Cllr C Anderson, Cllr M Peake, Cllr G Gillett, Cllr N Nickles, Cllr H Hogan, Cllr C Pointeer, 
Cllr C Sharp, Cllr R Silvester Mrs N Cooper (Clerk) 

4 members of the public.	

1. PUBLIC FORUM (15 MINUTES) 
Representatives from the Women’s Institute made an offer to refurbish the Northwold Village Sign as a thank you back to the village for all of the help given towards the annual yard sale. This was gratefully accepted by the Parish Council. The WI will investigate how to progress this and will bring an update back to the Parish Council.

Part of agenda item 15 Planning brought forwards:
A parishioner was present to highlight concerns regarding Planning Application 19/00007/0 Proposed Residential Development of 3no. self build plots at land W of 3 Little London Rd Northwold. The Parishioner advised that she and a number of other residents would be objecting to the application and read out their main objections. At this point the Parish Council brought forward their discussion on the item from point 15 on the Agenda and discussed their understanding of the proposal (with an abstention from Cllr Peake). A resolution to formally Object to the outline plan was agreed (Prop Cllr Sharp, 2nd Cllr Anderson) on the grounds of material considerations regarding the site being outside the development boundary for Northwold and also road safety concerns for entry to / exit from the development relating to the site straddling the 30:60mph limit along Little London Road. Clerk to draft the Objection and send to Planning.

2. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
These were accepted for Cllr S Smith, Cllr I Quinn and Cllr M Storey.

3. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda)
Nothing was declared.

4. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 4th December 2018
The minutes from the meeting held on 4th December 2018 were agreed by all Councillors present. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.

5. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
(Item 12) The Clerk reported that there would be additional costs to the Parish Council involved in hiring and staffing a second polling station in the Parish and therefore this has not been pursued further.
(Item 5) Cllr Anderson confirmed that the Christmas tree was successfully provided to Northwold Church.
(Item 9ii) Cllr Anderson offered to draft an article for the Village Life to explain why the car park project has been stopped. All agreed that this is a good idea. CA to action

6. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
Nothing to report

7. CORRESPONDENCE
i. Newsletters: Norfolk Constabulary and Norfolk Association of Local Councils
ii. Further e-mail from resident ref: bus shelter on B1112 was read out requesting approval for them to seek a grant to fund changing the shelter to a pole only. As there is no structural problem with the shelter the Parish Councillors noted the request but plan to maintain the structure. Clerk asked to chase the request with Highways for a reduction in speed limit from 60 to 40mph on the B1112 to a point past the shelter. *Clerk to action.
iii. E-mails from a resident ref: Parking on Parish Council allotment land were discussed and it was noted that there have been some instances of cars parking on the land over the last month but these have not been sustained and therefore no further action has been agreed at this point.
iv. An email from the bowling club regarding the gate to the recreation ground again being left unlocked was read out. Clerk instructed to ask the bowling club to speak directly with the Sports and Social Club to raise this complaint. *Clerk to action.

8. FINANCES:
i. Change in Taxbase for 2019/20 as notified by BCKLWN: A 100% collection rate for 2019/20 has been advised by the BCKLWN which will result in a slightly lower cost per household relating to the Parish Council precept. This was noted.
ii. The Councillors resolved to accept the updated pay scale for the Clerk as per NJC recommendations for 2019/20. All agreed.
iii. A price offer for legal services from Ward Gethin Archer was read out. Clerk asked to keep this on file.
iv. A quote from Play Maintain to level ground under Whittington Swings and cover exposed foundations was accepted by resolution from all. Clerk to instruct.
v. A letter from EON ref changing prices was discussed. Clerk asked to reinvestigate alternative options. 
vi. The return of the Big Lottery Fund Grant which was awarded for the car park project was noted as one of the cheques for approval.
vii. The accounts to January 9th 2019 were accepted, cheques agreed for signing and payments approved in accordance with the list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer. 
	Receipts for approval
	 
	 
	

	Paying In slip
	From
	Amount
	

	 
	 
	 £0.00
	

	Payments/cheques for approval
	 
	 
	

	Direct Debit
	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	

	10.12.18
	Wave
	Dec 18 Water
	4.00
	Statement 15

	11.12.18
	EON
	Nov18 Electricity Streetlighting
	94.79
	Statement 16

	09.01.19
	Westcotec
	Streetlight Maint Dec18
	19.10
	

	 
	 
	Subtotal Direct Debits
	117.89
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	

	39
	National Lottery
	Refund of Big Lottery Fund Grant
	6300.00
	

	40
	Glasdon
	Grit Bin 90l
	119.34
	

	41
	N Cooper
	Clerk Salary Dec 18
	326.00
	

	
	
	Clerk Mileage Dec18
	4.95
	

	
	
	Clerk Expenses Dec 18
	10.00
	

	 
	 
	Subtotal Cheques
	6760.29
	

	
	
	 
	£6,878.18
	

	Cash sheet Balance and Bank Reconciliation
	
	

	31st March 2018 YE Balance Brought Forward 
	£31,226.18
	

	Add Total Receipts to date
	
	£25,003.97
	£56,230.15

	Less Total Payments to date
	
	£37,403.17
	

	CASHBOOK BALANCE
	
	
	£18,826.98

	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance @20.12.18 Statement no.16
	£25,784.11
	

	Add uncleared receipts (as above)
	
	£0.00
	£25,784.11

	Minus uncleared approved payments as approved Dec 18
	£177.74
	

	Minus direct debits not yet cleared bank statement (as above)
	£19.10
	

	Minus new payments for approval (cheques as above)
	£6,760.29
	£6,957.13

	Reconciled Balance
	
	
	£18,826.98




9. PARISH FACILITIES
i. The response from Came & Company regarding Public Liability insurance for user groups of Northwold Sports and Social Club was read out by the Clerk. It was agreed that on the basis of the advice received that user groups must have their own public liability insurance in place. Clerk asked to reconfirm this with the tennis club.
ii. Parish Council play area actions: Cllr Anderson advised that he has removed the disused climbing wall posts and football posts at Northwold recreation ground. Cllr Pointeer agreed to look into removing the rotten wood from Whittington Recreation ground.
iii. Community Noticeboard: Defer to next meeting.
iv. Owl and bat nesting boxes for Whittington were discussed. No spend was approved but Cllr Pointeer agreed to investigate further as to any free nesting boxes via the Environment Agency. Next agenda.
v. Dog bins monitoring – no issues noted over the last month with dog bins however there have been some complaints about dog mess not being picked up. Cllr Silvester agreed to liaise with the Village Life to create a new notice to Parishioners about this.

10. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
a. It was noted that the Rangers will only act on requests for items from the Parish Council during their quarterly visits, there is not a standard schedule of works therefore if no specific requests are made, they will not visit the Parish. All Councillors asked to advise the Clerk of issues as they arise so these can be kept on a list for the Rangers. All urgent highways items including potholes and fly tipping should be reported via the NCC and BCKLWN web portals. 
b. The SAM2 has been in both villages over the last month and data has been downloaded for analysis. Initial results highlight a significant level of speeding along Whittington Hill but no clear pattern noted for Methwold Road in Northwold. It was agreed that Cllr Nickles and the Clerk would contact Norfolk Safety Partnership to request further action in Whittington. Next agenda.
c. No response has been received from Highways ref Speed limit reduction requests at B1112 and Little London Road or regarding the bus stop opposite the shelter on B1112. Clerk to chase again.
d. The Grit bins for Whittington is in place and awaiting filling by NCC. The bin at Methwold Rd is still serviceable and not being replaced at present. 

11. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
a. No additional urgent work required.

12. LAND
a. Constables Charity: The lease has now expired. The Clerk confirmed that the Charites Commission had not responded to either email or letter and efforts to telephone them have been unsuccessful.  The following next steps were resolved upon: Clerk to write to tenant to advise that the lease has now expired, ask them to remove any materials or equipment from the land and ensure that it is left clean and in good repair as per the lease, to also advise that representatives from the Parish Council (as trustees) would be accessing the site to inspect the land and to get it valued by an external third party; Clerk to ask Brown and Co to visit the site for a valuation, Cllr Anderson and Cllr Silvester to meet the agent on site to view the land; Clerk to make the Charities Commission aware. Further discussions to be held at the next meeting. 
b. River Wissey enquiry – no further updates, Cllr Anderson awaiting invite to site visit.

13. CEMETERIES
a. Mole hills are noted at Northwold Cemetery, School Lane. Clerk asked to contact the mole catcher and ask him to set traps at the cemetery and also at Northwold Recreation ground.
b. Christchurch wall – next agenda.

14. CROWN INN Purchase of the property is still not resolved. No further updates at present.




15. PLANNING
i. Commented on between meetings: 
18/02181/F Extension and Alterations at Argyll 4 Church Lane Whittington King's Lynn Norfolk PE33 9TG. No objections
ii. New Applications for Comment: 
(19/00007/0 Proposed Residential Development of 3no. self-build plots at land W of 3 Little London Rd Northwold: See discussion at Item 1.)
18/00246/TREECA 2 Fruit trees on eastern boundary to be removed and overgrown intermittent hedging to be removed to northern and eastern boundaries within Conservation area land north of 62-64 West End Northwold. No objections. 
iii. Decisions noted
18/02135/F, New dwelling and garage, Land Copse and Pond SE of Heathlands and W of A134A, Thetford Road, Northwold Application Withdrawn

16. TRAINING: No new training requested.

17. ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2019 7.30pm, Northwold Village Hall 
· Highways: Speed reduction requests / Bus Stop opp Bus Shelter B1112
· Streetlighting Electricity prices
· Community noticeboard
· Owl and bat nesting boxes Whittington
· SAM2 / Whittington Hill speeding
· Rangers items
· Constables Charity
· River Wissey
· Mole hills
· Christchurch wall
· Crown Inn



With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 8.50pm




Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
Page 5:  4th December 2018
Contact: clerk@nandwpc.uk / Mrs N Cooper (Clerk &RFO) 07376 900091



