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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 4th February 7.30pm
Held virtually by Zoom

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), G. Gillett, C. Pointeer, R. Sylvester, M. Peake, G. Rayner, A. MacMullen, District Cllr T. Ryves, and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).  
There were 4 members of the public at the meeting plus the 3 people that attended the meeting to talk about the proposed development at Whittington Hill – see item 3.

1. VICE CHAIR VACANCY – update on applications
The Chair nominated that Cllr R. Sylvester is appointed as Vice Chair, this was seconded by Cllr A. MacMullen and all agreed.
 
2. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
None so far.

3. DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS FOR WHITTINGTON HILL 
Simon Wood General Manager of Big K, Richard Simmons from Pandescil and Sarah Hornbrook from Bidwells attended the meeting to give a short presentation of the proposed development for Whittington Hill. Plans were shown and it was explained that they intend to use the site to store and dry logs and also store charcoal. Cllrs were given an opportunity to ask questions and answers received were as follows: -
There will be no noise impact from this site.
Logs will not be transferred to one side of the A134 to the other. 
There will be surface put down between the piles of logs, this will be the same type that the Forestry Commission use.
The sawdust produced when cutting the logs will be burnt to fuel the dryers.
There will be some extra lorries using the Methwold Road.
There will be less traffic on the A134.
The site looks a bit unloved and they do intend to plant some trees as screening.
The height of the new buildings will be about 1.5mtr less than the current buildings on this site.
They are hoping to start as soon as possible on this project once the plans have hopefully been approved.

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
Cross Lane was raised regarding bollards the Chair said that this item is on the agenda at 13.4
Little London Lane Flooding was also raised and this is being discussed under agenda item 10 

5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
Cllr T. Ryves - The Council is effectively shut down and all meetings are being held by Zoom. The major issue is Council restating its budget and as you can imagine there is a lot of uncertainty about that and without Central Government support the Council will have negative reserves in three years’ time, but that’s assuming there is no Government support. Arrangements have been finalised in bringing forward the waste disposal contract.
Cllr M. Storey - not at meeting 
6. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr H. Hogan
7. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
None. 
8. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ORDINARY MEETING held on 7th January 2021
The minutes from the meeting held on 7th January 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.

9. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
The Chair said that the new grit bin and litter bin are now installed.

10. CORRESPONDENCE
Flooding on London Road – an email was received from two residents regarding the flooding on London Road, both have contacted NCC and the Environmental Agency and they have said that the two culverts (one at each end of the road) are blocked. They have said that the response received from NCC and the Environmental Agency was not very satisfactory. The Chair said that the more people that complain to the Environmental Agency and NCC the more chance that this will get resolved.

11. FINANCES 
11.1 Accept accounts to 4th February 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were authorised 4/2/2021								
								
Balance from January 2021					£26,126.87		
Plus, the following receipts								
Cemetery fees							£200.00		
								
Total Income							£200.00		
Total after Income						£26,326.87		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description				Total	
DD		Havenpower street lighting				£99.55	
DD		Havenpower street lighting				£4.85	
DD		Anglian Water						£5.00	
DD		Westcotec Street light maintenance			£19.10	
BACS		Clerk Salary and office expenses				£425.00	
BACS		Glasdon - litterbin					£50.27	
BACS		Northwold Car Scheme					£131.02	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid						£734.79	
Balance in Community Account February 2021                    *   			£25,592.08	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 1/2/2021					£26,217.47	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 					£625.39	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£25,592.08	
								
Coronavirus Spend from Grant ringfenced for volunteer expenses								
Total awarded								£1,000.00	
Payment made to Cllr R Silvester 						£500.00	
Banners for play area							£92.50	
Balance 									£407.50	

12. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

20/01196/LDE – 4 Pinfold Lane dated 5th August 2020
Retrospective change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage and garden land.
No Objections – still outstanding

20/01381/F Walnut Lodge 29 Church Lane Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TG dated 2nd October 2020
Variation of conditions 2, 7, 8, 10 and 11 of planning permission 15/00884/F
There is an issue with noise that is caused by the diesel generator that has been installed – this needs to be reported to the environmental health – This since been removed.
Still out standing

20/00334/NMA_1 7 West End Barns West End, Northwold
NON-MATERIAL AMENDMENT to Planning Permission 20/00334/F: REMOVAL
OR VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 1 AND 5 OF PLANNING PERMISSION
19/02155/F: Variation or removal of conditions 2, 5, 6 and 8 of planning
permission 10/01380/EXF: (Extension of time for the implementation of a planning
permission reference 07/02109/F) Construction of dwelling and garage
Norfolk

20/01930/F Beech Lodge Whittington Hill Whittington dated 17th December 2020
Variation of Condition 2 attached to planning permission 19/02054/F to amend the location of the access.
Approved January 2021

20/01959/AG The Pines 90 Methwold Road Whittington dated 18th December 2020
Extension to agricultural building  
Still outstanding

13. LAND & PROJECTS
13.1 Common Drove footbridge – response from Environmental agency
This is now closed until the river is reduced in height and this will be repaired or replaced, nothing can be done until the level of the water goes down. The Chair said that the more people that complain to the Environmental Agency the more likely it is that this problem will be resolved.

13.2 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river banking – response from Borough Council
No response from the Borough Council.

13.3 Inghams lane – signage 
Land Registry have confirmed that this land is not registered to anyone, however, that does not mean that the land does not belong to anyone. It was agreed that this is taken off the agenda. Cllr Gillet asked who is responsible for clearing the ditch alongside the lane and following a discussion the Chair said he would approach the current land owner and ask if he can clear this.

13.4 Cross Lane – Mud
In order to stop the traffic from using Cross Lane as a cut through the Chair said that a bollard would need to be put at each end along with new signage, however, Highways had sent confirmed in the past that in order to put in these bollards, Highways would expect a wide-ranging consultation with the whole village. The Chair said he will devise a consultation process and see what response we get from the village.

14. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
14.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
No further movement.

15. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
15.1 To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues
None outstanding.

15.2 SAM2 Update
This has been put at the Diddlington and Brandon Road A134 crossroads coming south, he will be checking the results this weekend. He will probably put it in the same position to monitor traffic heading north. There has been no response from Highways regarding the High Street positioning of the Sam 2  and West End signage. The Clerk will chase this up.

15.3 Footpath 6 – update
Rangers were due clear this in January but due to the current situation with the Pandemic, Rangers visits have been put on hold until further notice. 

15.4 20mph speed limit signs outside the school– response from Highways
Nothing back from Highways, this has been chased up several times along with copies to Cllr Storey but nothing has come back regarding this.

15.5 Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction- response from Highways 
Still waiting from Highways regarding this. The Clerk will chase this up.
16. PARISH FACILITIES
16.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments – update
No movement on this – it was agreed that the Clerk would send the grid references for the area to Cllrs MacMullan and Raynor.

16.2 Operation London Bridge – update
None.
16.3 Play Equipment – repairs and replacement – grants are available for this.
It was agreed the Clerk would apply for a grant towards the repairs, the costs are £954 for the slide and £1545 (ex VAT) for the swing.
16.4 Telephone Box – library 
The Chair has put a notice in the telephone box library and also on Facebook asking that if the library is full then please do not leave books on the floor and these notices seems to be working. 

16.5 Any other issues requiring action
The agreement with Northwold Football club has now been signed

17. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
17.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required
None
17.2 Grounds Maintenance quote for 2021 – 2023 – to consider the quote for this period received from TTSR
It was agreed we accept the quote for the next three years; the Clerk will let TTSR know.
 
18. CEMETERIES
18.1 Monthly safety review results.
The fallen apple tree has been taken away.
The new cemetery has moles, the Clerk will contact a pest controller to get these dealt with.
The box in the cemetery that is used to house information on how to arrange burials etc needs repairing, Cllr Raynor will look for a replacement stainless steel box if it is beyond repair.

18.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
None
18.3 Cemetery safety notice – update on delivery
A price has been received at £25.00 and the Clerk will order this.

19. Items for the next agenda.
None
20.  DATE of next two meetings.

4th March and the 8th April

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 20.54

Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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