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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 5th March 2020, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall

PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), G Rayner. G Gillett, A MacMullen, N. Nickles, M. Peake, C. Pointeer, R Silvester,  H. Hogan Borough Cllr T. Ryves, County Cllr M. Storey and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk). 

3 members of the public attended the meeting 

1. VICE-CHAIRPERSON – to consider applications and elect the new Vice - Chairperson. 
Cllr N Nickles had expressed an interest in this position and all agreed to elect him as Vice Chairperson
2. PUBLIC FORUM 
Points raised: -
· A resident of Riverside came to the meeting to discuss the potholes in Riverside and who is responsible for the repairs – see item 13.7 regarding this matter.
· Water coming off the A134 into Methwold Road – drains blocked - Clerk will contact Highways
· Two pull in places off the A134 into Church Lane by Bull Dog Barnes – pot holes need filling - Clerk will contact Highways
· Heavy Lorries pulling in from the A134 night and day going to the Quorn factory, could a weight limit be enforced? Councillor Nickles pointed out that Highways will need data on the statistics before they can enforce this. Cllr Ryves said he will visit the Quorn factory and have a word with them about the lorries. 

3. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
County Cllr Martin Storey: – 
He fully supports the extension of the 50mph speed limit on the A134. During the storms on the 17th February from 4.40am Norfolk County Highways and Norfolk County Fire service attended 350 incidents. At County Hall the budgetwas set and all details can be found on the NCC web site. Norfolk Constabulary are in the top highest efficient constabulary in the Country. The Chair pointed out that he had been waiting to hear a response from the local beat manager regarding telephone messages and emails that he had sent to him and also Cllr MacMullen pointed out that the local PC had not been seen in the Village since last October. 

Borough Cllr Tom Ryves: -
The Budget has now been passed. He has some data regarding the speeding/accidents on the A134 junction with Methwold Road, as far as Highways are concerned there is not a problem, this needs to go on a spread sheet and he will be forwarding this to Highways. There was a new application for a biomass boiler – full details on the planning website. The Bus service to Kings Lynn and Downham market will be reduced.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr R. Crisp
5. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
none
6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 6th February 2020
The minutes from the meeting held on 6th February were agreed by all Councillors present. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.
7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
Dogs loose in the village - the situation is much improved but not totally resolved is still a problem and cheque for Northwold Village Hall Trust has been raised (see item 9.1)
8. CORRESPONDENCE
E-mail received regarding holes in field by the Bowls Club – following a discussion Cllr Anderson offered to fill in the holes with some topsoil and Cllr MacMullen said she had some spare topsoil that could be used for this purpose.
Following the resignation of Cllr D. Human there is now a vacancy on the Parish Council for Whittington, the Clerk will advertise this on the web and notice boards





9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 5th March 2020 and agree cheques to be signed and payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were authorised on Thursday the 5th March 2020 The cheques were signed by Cllrs Anderson and Pointeer.								
Balance for February 2020						£21,535.93		
Minus the following direct debits								
Haven street lighting							£99.55		
Haven street lighting							£4.85		
Westcotec Street Light maintenance					£19.10		
Anglian Water								£5.00		
Total Direct Debits							£128.50		
Plus the following receipts								
							
Total Income								£0.00		
Total after Direct Debits and Income					£21,407.43		
								
Cheques		Description						Total	
2300		Clerks salary and mileage					£300.94	
2301		Northwold Village Hall Trust				£575.00	
2302		Information Commissioners Office				£40.00	
2303		Mrs P Angus - 123 reg annual subscription - emails		£35.86	
2304		Mr C Anderson - parish expenses				£21.70	
						
Total Cheques paid							£973.50	
Balance in Community Account March 2020                       *            		£20,433.93	
Bank Statement Balance as of 20/02/20					£21,455.88	
Unpresented cheques to date (including above)				£1,021.95	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£20,433.93

9.2 Agree appointment of Internal Auditor for 2019/2020-year end.
It was agreed to appoint Max Bergin to carry out the internal audit in preparation for the external audit.

10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

20/00169/F The Old Bell 2 Whittington Hill Whittington dated 7th February 2020
Proposed conversion of outbuilding to form a single dwelling  
No objections received

19/02180/L 47, 49, 51 High Street  
Listed Building Application:  Removal of existing UPVC sealed unit double glazed windows.  
Replacement of the same to comply with historic building request in keeping with grade II listing.
Application permitted 17th February 2020

19/02155/F 7 West End Barns West End Northwold
VARIATION OR REMOVAL OF CONDITION 2, 5, 6 AND 8 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 10/01380/EXF: (Extension of time for the implementation of a planning permission reference 
07/02109/F) Construction of dwelling and garage
Application permitted 14th February 2020





20/00334/F 7 West End Barns West End Northwold dated 4th March 2020
REMOVAL OR VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 1 AND 5 OF PLANNING PERMISSION 19/2155/F: Variation or removal of conditions 2,5,6 and 8 of planning permission 10/1380/EXF: (Extension of time for the implementation of a planning permission reference 07/02109/F) Construction of dwelling and garage at 7 West End Barns, West end Northwold.
Following a discussion, the Clerk will ask planning if this notice has been put out to local residents that could be affected by this change and have they had a chance to respond.

11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Community Car Park – Grants have gone in and should have news in March 2020 

11.2 To receive an update on dumping on the field at Common Drove and the presence of oil in the river.
No update

11.3 Land behind Normandy Close – update
The Chairman referred to a letter received from the PCC and has had no response from the diocese on whether the land has been sold or not. Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk makes enquiries with the Land Registry. Cllr Silvester said she will forward a map of the area to the Clerk.
11.4 Common Drove footbridge – response from Borough Council
No response received
11.5 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river banking – response from Borough Council
No response received
11.6 Sale of Constables Charity Land – update
No word back from the Charity Commission. 
11.7 Operation London Bridge – update
Cllr MacMullen has been looking at various books of condolences that could be placed in the Church after the death of the Queen or the Duke of Edinburgh, prices ranged from £25.00 to £70.00, it was agreed to discuss this further at the next meeting. 
	
12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
 12.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
Cllr Silvester said there are 3 people interested.
13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues.
The Clerk has had no response regarding the speed camera team as regards going down the hill at Whittington, she will see if there is a phone number that can be tried. 
13.2 SAM2 Update
Nothing to report.
13.3 Update on bus stop improvements B1112 (opp. shelter) NCC.
Cllr Storey will endeavour to have a meeting with Highways to find out what allowances are available for these improvements. 
13.4 Note any items for Rangers and resolve on any additional urgent action required.
It was agreed to take this off the agenda until the next scheduled Rangers visit.
13.5 Whittington Garage visibility issue. No update.
13.6 Footpath 6. No update.
13.7 Riverside Potholes – response from Highways on ownership of this footpath.
Highways has confirmed that it is the responsibility of the residents to repair the potholes, however, during a recent visit from Jason Moorse from Highways to Northwold he had mentioned that they may be able to provide some spare plainings but the residents will need to fill in the potholes themselves. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Jason Moorse to ask if there is any material available and at what cost. 
13.8 20mph speed limit signs – to discuss speeding signs for outside the School. – price received from Westcotec @ £3126.00 - it was agreed that this price was too high. Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will find out the cost of official monitoring to collect data on the speeding, Cllr Nickles said that there is an email trail from when the SAM2 was purchased which should have details on who carries out the monitoring.  
13.9 A134 proposed 50mph speed limit- to discuss recent NCC 50mph speed limit order.
The Council has agreed to extend the new speed limit 100 metres South East of the Diddlington cross roads and further North West of the school – the existing map does not show the extension west of the school, however when this notice is published a new map should be produced showing this amendment.


13.10 Meeting with Highways 13th February – Points raised
Mr Moorse from Highways pointed out that they are budget and data driven and he confirmed that a 20mph limit throughout the village would not be possible, he was reasonably positive regarding a rural speed limit from Little London. A full report of the meeting has been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting.

13.11 20mph speed limit for Hovell’s Lane – Children’s play area and Social Club
Clerk to obtain a cost of the monitoring to collect the data.


14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Northwold Telephone Box Glazing – No update.
14.2 Community Noticeboard cover – No update.
14.3 Roundabout refurbishment – update from Clerk on repairs
The repairs were due to be carried out on the 4th and 5th March (the Clerk has since been told that there is a delay because the weather conditions were not good on the days that they had scheduled the repairs)
14.4 Green Projects
Ideas on this were: -
Planting some trees in various sites around the village, Hedging between the current allotments. Cllr Silvester volunteered to take a look around the Village to look at suitable places for planting.
14.5 Litter Pick in Whittington -update from the Clerk
BLKWIN have said that they will assess the area and get back to us. The Clerk will chase this up.
14.6 Climate Change –covered under item 14.4
14.7 Litter picking equipment – to discuss if spare litter picking equipment is required
The Clerk had some spare litter picks and hi viz vests that Weeting no long require and following a discussion it was agreed that Northwold would pay £20.00 for 12 litter-pics and vests for use within the village.
14.8 Any other issues requiring action.
None

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
· Fallen Tree in New Cemetery – This was cut up and taken away on 25/2/20 cost of £750 by TTSR, there is still a stump remaining and the Clerk will contact TTSR to ask that they also take this away. There is also damage to a grave stone where the tree had fallen on it.
· Dead tree in Old Cemetery – this has been cut down and taken away early February cost of £375 by TTSR. There are also a lot of twigs left that need to be taken away.
· There are trees covered in Ivy alongside the border of the allotment in the new cemetery and it was agreed that the Clerk will contact TTSR to assess whether the ivy needs to be cut away and if so, what will be the cost.
16.2 Cemetery -records board – resolve on next steps.
A list has been sent through to the Clerk of the names on the record board and in the old cemetery-it was agreed to discuss this at the next meeting. 

17. Items for the next agenda.
Plaque or book of names for the church 

18.  DATE of next two meetings: (unless changed by item 17) Thursday 2nd April 7.30pm, Northwold Village Hall.  May meeting date- The first Thursday of May (7th) is not available at Northwold Village Hall it was agreed that the May meeting would be held in Whittington 

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 9.25pm


Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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