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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 4th March 7.30pm
Held virtually by Zoom

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), G. Gillett, C. Pointeer, R. Silvester, M. Peake, G. Rayner, A. MacMullen, H. Hogan, District Cllr T. Ryves, County Cllr M. Storey and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   
There was one member of the public at the meeting 

1. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
No applications so far – the Chairman said he will think about putting this vacancy out on the Northwold Facebook page.

2. PUBLIC FORUM 
The member of the public asked if the Cross Lane consultation was open to non-residents of Northwold as he is aware that non-residents are signing the online consultation, the Chair said that he is also aware of this and he will ensure that only the responses from Northwold residents will be taken into account.

3. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
District Cllr T. Ryves: - The Council agreed its budget last week and there will be an increase of £4.50 on the Council Tax.  The leisure company needs around 3 million pounds funding to keep it going. Car parking has started to generate more income.

County Cllr M. Storey apologised for not attending the last 2 meetings – there has been a problem with the Northwold emails getting through to him which was not the fault of the Clerk or himself, the Clerk is going to contact NCC IT department to see if her emails have been blocked for some reason. NCC held their budget meeting on the 22nd February, all the information for this is on the NCC website, the Council Tax increase is 3.99%. Councillors will be receiving £10,000 next year to spend in their various Parishes and details of what this can be spent on are on the NCC website. During this Covid-19 crisis he has seen good come out of this such as communities pulling together and helping each other.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None received
5. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
Cllr Pointeer planning application 20/01381/F Walnut Lodge.

6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ORDINARY MEETING held on 4th February 2021
The minutes from the meeting held on 4th February 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
The Chair said the Cross Lane issue will be dealt with under item 14 of this agenda. Little London Flooding – There has been a response to a resident from Highways saying that they intend to deal with this once the water levels have gone down. Inghams Lane – The Chair will be approaching the new owners of the land with regarding to clearing the ditches that run adjacent to their land.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
None outstanding

9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 4th March 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were accepted and authorised 4/3/2021								
				
Balance from February 2021						£25,592.08		
Plus, the following receipts								
Cemetery fees								£360.00		
				
Total Income								£360.00		
Total after Income							£25,952.08		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description				Total	
DD		Havenpower street lighting				£99.55	
DD		Havenpower street lighting				£4.85	
DD		Anglian Water						£5.00	
DD		Westcotec Street light maintenance			£19.10	
BACS		Clerk Salary and office expenses - Zoom payment		£305.55	
BACS		SALC Payroll service					£54.00	
BACS		SPC Printers						£70.00	
BACS		Trade Waste - old grit bin disposal				£5.00	
BACS		Stationary 						£27.91	
BACS		Mole Control - cemetery					£60.00	
BACS		Box for cemetery 					£49.10	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid						£700.06	
Balance in Community Account March 2021                    *    			£25,252.02	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 3/3/2021					£25,788.68	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 					£536.66	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£25,252.02	
								
Coronavirus Spend from Grant ringfenced for volunteer expenses								
Total awarded								£1,000.00	
Payment made to Cllr R Silvester 						£500.00	
Banners for play area							£92.50	
Balance 									£407.50	
Bex as signature on the accounts get this done
10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

20/01381/F Walnut Lodge 29 Church Lane Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TG dated 2nd October 2020
Variation of conditions 2, 7, 8, 10 and 11 of planning permission 15/00884/F
Still outstanding – Following a discussion it was agreed to send the following to planning - Responding to residents' concerns, the Parish Council wishes to object to the inappropriate use of materials for the balcony screen and height of the fencing and gates on the front of the property. The balcony screen, which can be seen from the lane, is of fencing material rather than obscured glass which would be more usual.  No permanent barriers in Church Lane are higher than that permitted without planning permission. This is not true of the railings bordering the lane at 1.8 metres and the gate at 2.4 metres at 29 Church Lane. These are totally out of keeping for the area and no level of planting around them will reduce the height.

20/00334/NMA_1 7 West End Barns West End, Northwold
NON-MATERIAL AMENDMENT to Planning Permission 20/00334/F: REMOVAL
OR VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 1 AND 5 OF PLANNING PERMISSION
19/02155/F: Variation or removal of conditions 2, 5, 6 and 8 of planning
permission 10/01380/EXF: (Extension of time for the implementation of a planning
permission reference 07/02109/F) Construction of dwelling and garage
Norfolk
Application permitted

21/00117/F Meadow Farm Church Lane Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TF dated 22nd January 2021
Variation of conditions 2, 3, 5 and 14 of planning permission 18/00389/F
No objections received from the PC
 

21/00203/OM Former Coal Yard, Northwold dated 25th February 2021
Residential development – 15 dwellings
Following a discussion, the following concern was raised .
· [bookmark: _Hlk66095368]The exit and the entrance to the estate from the A134 has got to be made as safe as it possibly can be.
The Clerk will raise the above with planning before the Council can make a comment.
· Ownership of the allotments are shown as belonging to the Parish Council and this is incorrect, the Clerk will inform Planning that this is charity land and a group of trustees are responsible for the land.


11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Common Drove footbridge – response from Environmental agency
This is still closed due to the height of the river. The Chair said that he has had a response from the Environmental Agency saying that they cannot do anything more about this other than keep this under surveillance. They did say that the upkeep of the river is the responsibility of the land owners on either side of the river. Cllr McMullan asked if a record of the maintenance over the last 12 years could be obtained and Cllr Pointeer said that this information and more can be obtained from the Environmental Agency website.
 
11.2 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river bank
There is still no response from the Borough Council.
 
12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
12.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
On Hold 
13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues
The Clerk said that items 13.3 and 13.4 are still outstanding and she has chased several times over the past months and has now asked if Cllr Storey could help – however- emails to him from Northwold seem to be blocked so he has not received these, the Clerk will forward these to an alternative email.
13.2 SAM2 Update  
Cllr Rayner had sent through the following email - Total volumes for the last two weeks 32,963, weekday volumes of traffic approximately 2,750 a day, weekend 18/01/2021 approximately 500 a day (note: - snow that weekend)
weekend 25/01/2021 approximately 1,300.
There seems to be regular motorists that are doing at least 85mph (8 recorded)
55 to 60- 6,141
60 to 65 -2,072
65 to 70 - 734
70 to 75 - 241
75 to 80 -   25
80 to 85 -   16
85 plus -      8

The vast majority of motorist seem to be obeying the 50mph limit.

13.3 20mph speed limit signs outside the school– response from Highways
Still outstanding see 13.1

13.4 Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction- response from Highways 
Still outstanding see 13.1

Cllr McMullen reported that the flooding on Little London Road has washed away the tarmac road and pavement – the Clerk will report this to Highways.

14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments – update
On hold at the moment
14.2 Operation London Bridge – update
If Prince Phillip passes away this is known as Operation Forth Bridge. In the event of death, the Church knows what to do with regard the lowering of the flag and ringing of bells and during the Covid-19 pandemic there will be a book of condolence on line.
14.3 Play Equipment – repairs and replacement – grant application has gone in
The Clerk is waiting to hear back regarding the grant towards this project.

14.4 Any other issues requiring action
Cross Lane bollards – the consultation process has gone out allowing residence to respond either on line or on paper via a reply slip that will be returned to the Chair. The Chair said he has received quite a few replies so far and a vast majority are in favour of this proposal, however, there is an issue in that emergency services will need access to the lane along with utility services and also three properties that back onto Cross Lane will need their septic tanks emptying.  Collapsible bollards could be the answer to these points raised. The Chair said there is no guarantee that this will go any further than the result of the consultation. The consultation ends on the 27th March.

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required
None
16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
The moles have gone.
16.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
None.

17. Items for the next agenda.
Cross lane
River levels
Flooding in London road

18. DATE of next two meetings.
8th April Ordinary Parish Council Meeting and 4th May Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 20.27

Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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