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[bookmark: _GoBack]Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Annual Meeting
Tuesday 2nd May 2017, 7.50pm
Northwold Village Hall

PRESENT: Cllr R. Crisp (Chairman), Cllr C. Pointeer, Cllr G. Gillett, Cllr S Gillett, Cllr F Eglington, and Mrs N Cooper, Clerk.

Also present: Cllr Martin Storey – Norfolk County Council, from part way through the meeting 
There were 6 members of the public.	

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & VICE CHAIRMAN
i. Cllr Rosemary Crisp was nominated by Cllr Eglington to continue in her role as Chair; this was seconded by Cllr Pointeer and accepted by Cllr Crisp. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed and witnessed.
ii. Cllr Crisp advised that Cllr Cliff Anderson had stated an interest in taking on the Vice Chairman position. This was proposed by Cllr Crisp and seconded by Cllr Eglington. Acceptance will be confirmed in the June minutes. 
· It was agreed that the Clerk should make arrangements to add Cllr Anderson as a signatory to the accounts.
2. The resignation of Cllr Alan Collins was formally acknowledged. He will be badly missed as he was a big asset to the Parish Council.
3. Representatives to be appointed to be the contact for the Sports & Social Club and the Cemetery when more Councillors are present.
· Clerk to place on June agenda.
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
Footpath No. 6 was still noted as being blocked.
· Clerk to remind Highways
			
5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
1. Norfolk County Council
Cllr Storey not present at meeting at this point (see update later)

1. Kings Lynn & West Norfolk Borough Council
Cllr Peake not present at meeting.

6. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies of absence were provided for Cllr S. Leet, Cllr M Peake, Cllr A Muir, Cllr C Anderson and Cllr A. Jenkinson. These were accepted by all.

7. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS (for items on the Agenda) – Issue of Dispensations
Cllr R Crisp declared an interest in the Planning Application for Crisps Yard.

8. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held 7th March 2017
The minutes were approved by all Councillors present, a small amendment was made to alter Loddon Road to London Road and the hand amended minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting held on 4th April 2017. The final version will be available on the website. 

9. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

None were raised.

10. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
i. Highways Update - Cllr. Storey/Andy Wallace Highways
None received.

It was reported that the sign at the end of Little London Road is pointing the wrong way.
· Clerk to advise Highways

11. CORRESPONDENCE
i. Email -Norfolk ALC Newsletter - Noted
ii. Email – RAF Marham Information Update Evening 25.4.17 (Poster put on noticeboard) – Noted, no one was available to attend.
iii. Email -Community Action Norfolk – Funding update - noted
iv. Downham Market Police Newsletter - noted
v. Email – Clothing Banks for Salvation Army – site request – Cllr Crisp to pass the information to the Village Hall committee via Mike Howarth
vi. Email from Mrs Collins ref: overflowing bins and dog waste – noted that this has resolved itself and was due to the bank holiday
vii. Norfolk ALC – Programme for Spring Conference – noted and training for Being a Councillors was discussed – see details in item 26.
viii. Letter from Whittington PCC read out discussing grants, the PCC working party which keeps the churchyard tidy and a query about the new noticeboard – Cllr Pointeer advised that he had seen Davina already and verbally responded to the issues discussed in the letter.
ix. Invitation to Briefing on BCKLWN Ward Boundary Review on 26.6.17 
·  Clerk to email to all Councillors to determine availability to attend.

12. EMAIL FROM MRS JA TAYLOR
It was noted that the Councillors feel they have responded to this already and that the reason for the dismissal of the previous Clerk was that she failed to demonstrate her suitability for the post during the 6-month probationary period and she was working beyond the remit of the position. The Councillor vote for dismissal was 10 in agreement and 1 abstention. There was no financial impropriety involved. 
· Clerk asked to provide a short response to explain this.

13. RISK ASSESSMENTS OF PARISH ASSETS
i. Cllr Eglington and Cllr Anderson have undertaken these for the last 5 or 6 years.
· Cllr Eglington to undertake an up to date Risk Assessment.
ii. The Clerk showed photos as sent by CGM showing damage to the steps to the slide on the mound at Northwold Playground. 
· Cllr Eglington to contact Roger Drinkwater to request a quote for repair.
14. SPEEDING
Mr Parfitt has attempted to set up a Community Speed watch scheme but insufficient volunteers have expressed their interest therefore the scheme is unable to be progressed as yet. 

15. NORTHWOLD RECREATION GROUND
i. BENCHES: Repairs to benches was raised as an item by Cllr Jenkinson who was not present. Cllr Pointeer noted that a bench was required for Whittington Playground. It was agreed that he should find a cost for a bench from Bonnets and a cost for installation and to bring this to the June meeting.
· Clerk to move to June agenda.
· Cllr Pointeer to source cost for bench and installation
ii. CLIMBING WALL: Repair is required. Quotes were being sourced by Cllr A. Jenkinson who was not present. 
· Clerk to move to June agenda and request quote information from Cllr Jenkinson. 

16. GLEBE CLOSE STREETLIGHT 
This is not yet installed. Quote for a shade was requested from Westcotec along with an update on installation. No response has been received. 
· Clerk to chase quote and put on June agenda.

17. DEFIBRILLATOR INSTALLATION
The boards that were in the way of installation have been removed. 
· Cllr S Gillet to arrange installation as soon as possible.
	
18. PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS
These have been delivered to Cllr Jenkinson. 
· Clerk to contact Cllr Jenkinson to determine progress towards installation.


19. TREEWORKS – Whittington Playground
Two additional estimates have been requested from CGM and SP Landscapes. These have not yet been submitted. 
· Clerk to request again and put on June agenda.

20. TREEWORKS – Northwold Cemeteries
Two additional estimates have been requested from Akers Tree Services and CGM. These have not yet been submitted. It has however been advised by Akers that bare root shrubs can only be planted between November and March so the works may need to be postponed. Cllr Crisp queried whether there are any overhanging trees that need cutting back but this is currently not seen as an issue. It was also noted that the trees in Whittington Cemetery need to be surveyed. 
· Clerk to request again and put on June agenda.
· Clerk to ask Akers Tree Services to meet Cllr C Pointeer on site to survey the Whittington Cemetery Trees.

21. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
It was noted that CGM have satisfactorily trimmed the edges of Whittington Recreation Ground. No issues were raised.

22. COUNCILLOR EMAIL ADDRESSES
These have all been set up and Cllr C Pointeer provided all Councillors present with information on how to log in. 

23. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND UPDATES: 
The following Planning Applications were discussed;
i. 17/00774/LDP Northwold, Proposed extension to dwelling. No objections raised.
Cllr Crisp left the room at this point.
ii. 17/00762/LDE Northwold, Use of land as residential garden, Crisps Yard. No objections raised.
The following Planning Decisions were noted;
i. 17/00170/0 Northwold Woodlands, 11 Little London Rd. Application refused.
ii. 17/00028/TREECA, Northwold, Flint House, 65 West End. Tree Application. No objection.
iii. 17/00364/F Northwold, 22 Methwold Rd, demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey extension. Application permitted.
iv. 16/01553/NMA_1 Northwold Land South of 6 Little London Road. Non-material amendment as applicant has no legal right to surface private part of access. Application permitted.

At this point, Cllr Martin Storey entered with apologies for lateness and was invited to provide his update from Norfolk County Council.
County Hall had a small fire in the basement which damaged IT networks for a short while but this is all back up and running now. He has attended a talk on the new Government White paper for Planning where Neighbourhood Plans are mentioned. Whether to undertake a plan is up to each Parish and there is funding and other help available from the Borough Council Planning Department – contact Alan Gomm for more details. Cllr Storey also advised that there is Planning Training being planned by BCKLWN which will be useful for Parish Councils. More details will be provided when available.

24. SITE ALLOCATION AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN
All sites submitted for consideration in the Site Allocation and Development Management Plan are available on the BCKLWN website and have been forwarded to all Councillors to view. There were no inaccuracies noted for either parish at this point.

25. MEMORIAL INSCRIPTION FOR APPROVAL
The memorial inscription for Frederick Newell was shown to all Councillors and was approved.

26. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
Cllr C Pointeer would like to attend Councillor Training and Cllr G Gillet would like to attend Planning Training. It was noted that the Borough Council will have Planning Training coming up and also there is often courses at Downham Market Town Hall. 
· Cllr Pointeer and Cllr Gillet to provide Clerk with preferred date and location for training for reserving spaces.
· Clerk to continue to pass on information on training opportunities.

27. FINANCE & POLICIES
i. End of year accounts were discussed. It was noted that the reduction in reserves is significant and that all spending must be considered carefully. It is recommended to maintain around 50% of the precept in earmarked reserves to enable financing of emergency situations. It was resolved to accept the Year End Accounts to 31st March 2017. 
ii. The supporting information for the External Audit was considered and agreed including the updated asset register. It was noted that only half the value of the solar panels is owned by the Parish Council. These are to be added on to the insurance schedule for payment at the June meeting. The Annual Governance Statement was read through and all yes responses were agreed. 
iii. The VAT Refund Claim has been rescheduled for consideration at the June meeting.
iv. The accounts to May 2nd 2017, payments to be approved and cheques to be signed were considered and approved in accordance with the list below. The renewal of insurance with Came and Company was approved for payment plus the addition of the Solar Panels on the Sports and Social Club roof. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is covered for Whittington Cemetery under its public liability insurance. Cllr Eglington has the paperwork with regards to the transfer of Whittington Churchyard to the Parish Council and will provide this to the Clerk. It was noted that cheque no. 2096 for Akers was lost in the post and was to be cancelled, cheque no. 2099 was signed as a replacement

	CASHBOOK BANK RECONCILIATION 2.5.17
	
	

	
	
	
	  
	

	Unpresented payments/cheques for approval 2.5.17
	
	

	Cheque 
	Payee
	Description
	Amount
	

	2100
	Westcotec
	Streetlighting Maintenance April 17
	£19.10
	

	2101
	Norfolk Association Local Councils
	Annual Subs 17-18
	£203.29
	

	2102
	Northwold Care Group
	Parish Council share March quarter
	£264.30
	

	2103
	ESPO
	Noticeboards
	£1,219.20
	

	2104
	Akers Tree Services
	School Lane cemetery Cherry Tree works
	£80.00
	

	2104
	Akers Tree Services
	S&SC Walnut Tree works
	£120.00
	

	2105
	CGM Group
	Grounds Maintenance 
	£301.92
	

	2106
	Came & Company
	Policy renewal 17-18
	£1,493.07
	

	2107
	Nicola Cooper
	April Salary   Hours
	£363.30
	

	
	
	April Expenses
	£23.62
	

	
	
	April Mileage
	£23.18
	

	DD
	EON
	Electricity 1.3.17-31.3.17
	£78.80
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	£4,189.78
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Cash sheet and Bank balance 2nd May 2017
	
	

	Bank Balance at 31 March 2017:
	
	£31,487.77
	

	Add Total Receipts as of 02.05.17
	
	 £18,565.00 
	£50,052.77

	Less unpresented cheques/payments end of 16-17
	 £1,979.43 
	

	Less Unpresented cheques/payments 17-18
	 £138.61 
	

	Less Total Payments due for authorisation
	 £4,189.78 
	 £6,307.82 

	CASHBOOK BALANCE 2/5/17
	
	
	£43,744.95

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Bank Balance @18/4/2017 Statement no.93
	48,573.34
	

	Minus uncashed cheques end 16-17
	
	500.00
	

	Minus uncashed cheques plus new payments 17-18
	 £4,328.39 
	4,828.39

	Reconciled Balance 2/5/17
	
	
	43,744.95




· Clerk to add solar panels to insurance schedule, additional premium to be paid at June meeting.
· Cllr Eglington to send all information to the Clerk regarding the transfer of Whittington Cemetery to the Parish Council.

28. ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING:  TO BE HELD: TUESDAY 6th June 2017, 7.30pm. 

· Clerk asked to seek an update on the telephone box adoption.
· Clerk to seek copy of footpaths map.

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 8.50pm



Chairman: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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