



Minutes of Northwold & Whittington Annual Parish Meeting 
held on 4th May 2021 at 7.00 pm, held remotely by Zoom.

Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), C. Pointeer, M. Peake, H. Hogan, G. Raynor, (G. Gillett joined later in the meeting due to problems with connecting to the Zoom meeting) and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   

There was one member of the public.
1.
Election of Chairman for the Parish Meeting
 It was agreed by all that Cllr C. Anderson is elected as Chairman for the Parish Meeting.
2.
Condolences
Northwold and Whittington Parish Council express their condolences to Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal family following the death of HRH Prince Philip – the Duke of Edinburgh.

3.
Approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 13th May 2019 (no meeting held in 2020 due to   Covid-19 restrictions)

The minutes from the meeting held on 13th May 2019 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards.
4.
County Councillor’s Report

Not at meeting.
5.
Borough Councillor’s Report
Not at meeting.
6.
Parish Council Chairman’s Report
The Chairman gave the following report for the year May 2020 to May 2021
As you are all aware it was a very strange year due to Covid-19 we were not able to hold any Parish Meetings, however, the business of the PC did carry on mainly by e-mail and we got as much done as we possibly could.

The first meeting on Zoom was held in July 2020, although because of restrictions a number of projects were put on hold such as the Neighbourhood Plan and Tree Planting.

Our usual responses to planning applications proceeded as normal and the PC did not object to most of these applications, although there was one or two that we needed to express our concerns or object to the application.
The main one last year was the licence application for putting on events at Dove Barn Meadows just outside the village of Northwold, the Parish Council was instrumental in organizing a campaign against the application and despite an overwhelming response against this, the application was agreed, however, thanks to our efforts some fairly stringent constraints were put in place. As a result of this application, another issue has arisen and that is the issue of Temporary Event Notices (TENs) in that Parish Councils are not included in the consultation of TENs and PCs are not informed when a TENs has been granted. I wrote on behalf of the PC to the Borough Council to ask them to include PCs in the consultation process and was advised that PCs are not included in the legislation, so unless the law is changed PC’s will not be able to be involved in the consultation on TENs. I have asked the Borough Council to notify PC’s when an application for TENs is made so that at least it would know what is in process and also asked them to let us know when a TENs has been granted in their particular parish so we can at least be aware of it and I am now waiting for a response to that. I have also emailed every PC in Kings Lynn and West Norfolk area informing them of this situation and a lot of them have responded and say they will raise this at their next meeting and also put pressure on their Borough Councils to include PCs with this information.
With regard to the vehicle access to Cross Lane in Northwold, we conducted a survey which came out hugely in favour of prohibiting vehicles apart from residents using Cross Lane and a result of that survey has gone to the Norfolk County Council Highways department.

We decided to abandon the proposed car park to alleviate the parking situation around the school drop off and pick up time due to the problem with access to the land that we were proposing to use for this.
I am grateful to Cllr Raynor for taking on the SAM 2 following the resignation of Cllr Nickles, this piece of equipment produces quite a lot of useful information on speeding in the area.

It was agreed by the Charity Commission that the sale of the Constables Charity land can go ahead and that is in process at the moment.

The normal ground work with the cemetery’s footpaths and sports fields continues as it always does.

I would like to thank two particular people that resigned last year, the first person is Mr Nigel Nickles who was the Vice Chair and took particular responsibility for Highways issues, the second person is Rosemary Crisp who was, for a long time the Chair of the PC, she put a lot of time and work into the Council and again I thank her for her time in doing that.

I would also like to thank Pauline our Clerk for taking over as Clerk at the end of December 2019 and has done a wonderful job in the last year or so. 

My thanks also go to the Councillors for your support, attendance at meetings and input and I hope that will continue in the long run.

We still have three vacancies for councillors on the PC that have been there for some months and I hope that we can manage to fill these vacancies so that we can have a full complement of eleven councillors to share the work load and carry on the good work on behalf of the residents.
Following this report from the Chairman, Cllr Peake said that on behalf of the PC he would like to thank Cllr Anderson for the wonderful job that he is doing as Chairman. Thanks was also given to Cllr R Silverster for volunteering to take on the position of Vice Chair.
7.
Reports from Village organisations
None received.
8.
Public Forum
A member of the public who is new to the village pointed out about the rubbish that is left in the layby on the A134 where the snack bar is, this was discussed at length again at the Annual Parish Council meeting that followed directly on from this meeting.
With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 19.20
Signed_________________________________ Date___________________

