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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 3rd June 2021
Held at Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), R. Silvester (Vice Chair), M. Peake, A. MacMullen, H. Hogan, G. Raynor, G. Gillett, M. Winter and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   
There was one member of the public at the meeting.

1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE
Cllr Pointeer and District Cllr T. Ryves

2. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
Mr Mark Winter had applied to the PC for the vacancy of Parish Councillor following this it was agreed by all that Mr Winter be Co-opted onto the Council. Mr Winter signed the Acceptance of Office form and joined the Councillors for the meeting.

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 4th May 2021
The minutes for the meeting held on 4th May 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting as a true record of the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards.

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
The member of the public said that whist Northwold Football Team were playing a match recently, he noticed that there was a person walking their dog on the playing field, the Chair said that he will ask the manager to remind all connected with the football club if that dogs not allowed on the field and the Chair said he would check regarding extra signs.

5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
County Cllr M. Storey – not at meeting.
District Cllr T. Ryves – not at meeting apologies sent.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the agenda) 
Cllr Peake regarding Whittington Garage Shop under item 7. Cllr Raynor for planning 21/01094/F St Andrews Road under item 10.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
· Whittington Garage Shop regarding customers not wearing masks – letter has been sent to the shop but we have not received any acknowledgment back from them. Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will contact the member of public that originally complained about this and advise her to contact the community police if the problem persists.
· Wall opposite The Crown – following concerns from a resident that the wall opposite The Crown is unsafe, a letter has been sent to the owners and this has been acknowledged stating that they (the owners) are in process of having the wall inspected. 
· Methwold Road Surfacing – complaint was received from a resident regarding the poor standard of the road surfacing in Methwold Road, this was passed to Highways but there has been no acknowledgement received from Highways regarding this issue.
· Any other Reports and Matters
None


8. CORRESPONDENCE
None outstanding








9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 3rd June 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer 
The following payments were agreed and authorised on the 3rd June 2021							
				
Balance in current account May 2021					£42,911.03		
Plus, the following receipts								
Refund of unused covid grant						£112.91		
Total Income								£112.91		
Total after Income							£43,023.94		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description				Total	
DD		Havenpower street light energy				£96.32	
DD		Havenpower street light energy				£4.68	
DD		Westcotec street light maintenance			£19.10	
DD		Anglian Water						£5.00	
Bacs		Mrs P Angus - Salary/stamps/mileage			£302.68	
Bacs		SPC Printers sign for cemetery				£30.00	
Bacs		Kings Lynn Borough Council litter bin collection		£109.08	
Bacs		Northwold Car Scheme					£134.44	
Bacs		Parish Insurance						£816.97	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/DD paid							£1,518.27	
Balance in Community Account June 2021                    *        				£41,505.67	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 1/6/2021						£42,887.94	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 						£1,382.27	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)			£41,505.67	
								
Coronavirus Spend from Grant ringfenced for volunteer expenses							
Total awarded									£1,000.00	
Amount Spent for volunteers							£387.09	
Banners for play area								£92.50	
Balance (this will be refunded to NCF grant funding)					£520.41	

9.2 Internal Audit – to report if any anomalies – none to report

9.3 Annual Governance Statement 2020-2021
a) The internal Audit Report 2020/2021 from Mr Max Bergin was reviewed and accepted by resolutions from all.
b) The Annual Governance Statement 2020-2021 was read out, completed and agreed by resolution.
c) The Annual Governance Statement was signed and dated by the Chair- Cllr C. Anderson and the Clerk P. Angus
10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

[bookmark: _Hlk72398689]21/00203/OM Former Coal Yard, Northwold dated 25th February 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Residential development – 15 dwellings
No Objections

21/00460/FM land on Whittington Hill, dated 29th March 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Phased development of 10 dwellings
No objections 

[bookmark: _Hlk72398896]21/00470/F Wellington Lodge Farm, Northwold dated 2nd April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
VARIATION OF A CONDITION 5 of Planning Permission 20/00852/F: to remove reference to routes from the site.
No objections

[bookmark: _Hlk72399223]21/00794/FM The Piggeries, 49 Methwold Road, Whittington dated 24th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Demolition of existing piggery buildings and construction of industrial buildings to provide additional warehousing/storage of timber-based fuel and charcoal products, with associated processing (drying and saw/splitter) buildings, an office/amenity block, weighbridge, staff and visitor car parking, log storage lanes, and associated access, circulation, landscaping and drainage works.
No objections 

21/00613/F 69 High Street Northwold dated 26th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Proposed single storey rear extension and conversion of an outbuilding to a granny annexe / guest bedroom

21/00612/F 40 Methwold Road Northwold dated 27th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Positioning of portable building with patio as a village shop with refreshments  

Additional applications since publication of the agenda
The following three applications have just been circulated and the Chair asked Cllrs to return their comments to the Clerk by 15th June 2021

21/00890/F 12B Thetford Road Northwold dated 28th May 2021 
Single storey front extension and rear dormer
Comments by the 22nd June

21/00905/F 4 Pinfold Lane Northwold Norfolk IP26 5LH dated 3rd June 2021
Change of use of outbuilding into a self-contained residential annexe
Comments by the 23rd June

21/01094/F 5 St Andrews Close Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5LB   dated 3rd June 2021
Two Storey and Single Storey Extension to dwelling
Comments by the 24th June

11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river bank
The Clerk has sent a reminder/chase up email to the Borough Council

11.2 Cross Lane – response from Highways regarding public consultation
The Chair had sent the public consultation to Highways but has received no response to date

11.3 River Levels – update
The Chair advised that everyone must keep contacting the Environmental Agency. Cllr Silvester suggested that a leaflet drop to all residents is organized asking that they contact the Environmental Agency direct. The Chair said he will look into this. 

12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
12.1 Neighbourhood Plan
No update at the moment
12.2 TEN's applications and the consultation process
The Borough Council has agreed to inform Parish Councils when a TEN’s application comes in and they also agreed to set up a website so that Parish Councils can check if the application has been agreed or not.

13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 SAM2 Update
The SAM2 is not in use at the moment, Cllr Raynor said he has sent all the speeding information from the SAM2 to the Control email address and he is waiting for their response. Highways have approved the positions for two new poles for Westend and Riverside.  It was agreed to go ahead with the Westend position and have another look at alternative areas for the second pole with Highways. The Clerk will contact Andrew Wallace to arrange a meeting to discuss this along with items 13.2, 13.5 and 13.7 (SAM2 Poles for A134 Whittington)

13.2 Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction- response from Highways 
There has been no response from Highways, the Clerk will contact Andrew Wallace to arrange a meeting.

13.3 Footpaths in Northwold – what footpaths need the signs
The Chair said that Common Drove needs a new sign and Cllr Raynor said footpath number 6 off the A134 also needs a sign.

13.4 20mph outside schools – Cost of Wig Wag signs including installation and running costs
Westcotec has provided a quote for the Wig Wag sign @ £3,126 and it was agreed that the Clerk will apply for some funding from the Borough Council for half the amount and request the other half from Cllr Storey out of his Highway allowance.  There is a problem with speeding at one end of School Lane and Cllr Raynor suggested that a SAM2 pole is put at that end to gather evidence of the speeding, this will be discussed with Highways when we meet with them.

13.5 Whittington Village Signs – request from Cllr Hogan 
Cllr Hogan has asked if it is possible to have some new signs as you enter Whittington – something like the gated signs that other villages have installed. This will be discussed at the meeting with Highways.

13.6 Litterbin request for the A134 layby – update
It was agreed that the Clerk applies to NCC for permission to install a bin.

13.7 Any other issues requiring action
The Parish Council has received complaints regarding excessive speeding on the Methwold Road Whittington, and it was agreed to ask Highways if a SAM2 pole can be installed in this area, this will be discussed at the meeting with Highways 
Top end of Inghams lane where you turn left – the new owner has put a sign up saying private land no access allowed. The Chair has been in touch with the person that deals with footpaths for advice and following that advice it was agreed that the Parish Council will not get involved with this matter and the Chair will write to the resident that complained to confirm this and suggest that they take this up with Highways themselves.
Today on face book the issue of parked cars that are for sale on the A134 at the junction of Hovells Lane was raised, the Chair has asked the resident to contact the police. The Clerk has pointed out that it is illegal to sell cars on a public highway. If the problem persists the then the Parish Council will write a polite note to the resident asking them to remove the cars as not only is it illegal but they are causing an obstruction.


14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments 
Cllr MacMullen has been in touch with the Woodland Trust and if we get the order in over the next couple of months then the trees could be delivered by November.

14.2 Operation London Bridge – update
Flag Pole – following a discussion it was agreed to continue to use the flag pole that is in the Church roof.

14.3 Play Equipment – Northwold repairs and replacement – grant application update
The Clerk has chased this up with BCKLWN and they have replied with a time table which indicates that we should be hearing any time now.

14.4 Daffodil/Bulb planting – update regarding purchasing and planting the bulbs
 The Chair said he will contact Diddlington to ask about the purchase of daffodil bulbs in bulk. The areas of where these are to be planted will need to be agreed.

14.5 Chaffer bugs on Sports Field – update
They are not there at the moment.



14.6 Dog Bin – Whittington – request from Cllr Hogan
 Cllr Hogan said that there is a need for another dog bin between Stoke Ferry bridge and the Whittington roundabout. The Clerk will apply for permission from BCKLWN to install a new bin and if they say yes then prices will need to be agreed for the purchase of a new bin.

14.7 New Play Equipment – Whittington – request from Cllr Hogan
Cllr Hogan said that due to an increase in housing in Whittington there is a need for some new play equipment, The Clerk will send details of play equipment suppliers to Cllr Hogan so that she can put together some costs. 

14.8 Any other issues requiring action
The Chair said that the Sports and Social club have re-opened, and they should start paying rent again from the 1st June 2021. 
The Sports and Social Club and the Vintage Motorcycle Club are organising a car and bike show on the 4th September and it was agreed to allow camping on the sports field for the night of the show.

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
The sports field is going to be sprayed for ragwort and the cutting has been put off until after this has been done.
The Clerk will ask TTSR for a price to remove the tree stump in the new cemetery and also chase up for the price to remove the ivy from the trees Northwold and Whittington. 

16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
The Moles have taken care of by the mole man. 
The plastic box on the cemetery gate has not yet had any paper work put in it

16.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
The Clerk has found a list of names of the burials in the old cemetery amongst some old paper work, Cllr Raynor said he will give this to Ann Howarth.

17. Items for the next agenda.
None

18.  DATE of next two meetings.
1st July and the 2nd September (there is no meeting in August)

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.21

Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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