


NORTHWOLD AND WHITTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
  Thursday 6th July 7.30
 Northwold Village Hall


PRESENT: Cllrs  Mark Winter Chair, Andrew Bennett Vice Chari, George Gillett, Mavis Gillett, Ailene MacMullen, Tim MacMullen, Sheena Randell, Anne Sherman, Susan Smith, Nigel Nickels, G Rayner and Mrs  P Angus interim Clerk
 
Members of the Public 6


1. WELCOME
Mark Winter welcomed everybody to the meeting explained procedure for this first meeting of the Parish Council since the elections.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk144984756]All councillors signed Declaration of acceptance of office. Cllr G Rayner already signed.

1. Apologies received from Cllr G Rayner, Cllrs M Storey & T Ryves

1. Election of Chair and Vice Chair. Cllr A Bennett nominated Cllr M Winter as Chair, Seconded by Cllr S Randell ALL APPROVED. Cllr A MacMullen nominated Cllr A Bennett and Vice Chair, Cllr S Randell seconded ALL APPROVED

1. Declarations of interest for items on the Agenda None

1. To approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on the 3rd May 2023 and the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 25th May 2023. Cllr A Bennett proposed and Cllr A MacMullen seconded, APPROVED

1. Discuss and agree roles for individual councillors. Chair to circulate areas of responsibilities for discussion in September.

1. PUBLIC FORUM

· Concern raised by resident of Church Lane Whittington about noise level in park, car parking and goal posts close to their fence. Chair said comments noted.
· Resident from Whittington read out email sent to Clerk, stating lack of communication from Parish Council to residents, minutes and agendas not on notice board at Whittington, Facebook not an official means of communication, Village Life not distributed to Whittington, Parish Council website not accessible without downloading Word. One set of minutes of website is a duplicate, questions the validity of any decisions made by this Parish Council since January or before, Residents not consulted on the development of Whittington play area.  Wants a detailed plan from the monitoring office of how this will be addressed. Fence put up in playground is useless for keeping kids in and dogs out. If cars are to park there then it will be b a planning issue. No one should have the need to drive their it is easily accessible as it is Whittington playground. Sign at the park is for school playgrounds and totally inappropriate for the nature of the equipment, Chair thanked resident for comments
· Alley from School Lane to Fendick field someone cut down/back bushes leaving a trip hazard. Overgrown shrubs on Methwold Road. Cottage opposite post box in Methwold Road hedge now 1200m into Road. Lots on social media about what is going on around the village but not everyone has social media so this is an area for PC to look at. Orchard is looking a lot better. Suggest fruit from Orchard should be put in boxes on the pavement. Would like to help with Northwold in Bloom. Chair thanked resident for comments.  
· Resident from Whittington said their garden ran the length of the playing field, and like his neighbours did not know park was going to be improved. Seen teenagers there in the afternoon sitting around on the equipment which is meant for little kids.
Chair said there were quite a few issues there that will need to be investigated and discussed at the September meeting.

Cllr T MacMullen raised question as why residents not reading the minutes.  Chair allowed resident to answer: - they should be on Whittington Notice Board, Village Life and Website. Chair said the Parish Council discussed in May how we communicated its business, not discussing it now but it will be an agenda item in September. Cllr M Gillett and Cllr S Randell said the Village Life folded during Covid.

5 out of 6 members of public left the meeting


    
1. Local Authority Reports

Local councillors not present

1. FINANCES

9. Nil returns Cllrs Elected in May need to complete returns
9. Ex Chair has returned bank cards and been removed from account
9. Cllr A MacMullen proposed funds returned from KLWNBC and Cllr N Nickles seconded.  All Approved Clerk stated that KLWNBC had not met their obligation in paying her on time and were as much use as a chocolate teapot. Chairman asked Clerk to minute that they were given a mandate to act on our behalf efficiently and clearly, they did not. Chair asked clerk to submit a formal complaint on behalf of the Council. Cllr A MacMullen quired payment made to TTSR Clerk to forward list of areas and prices charged in contract. Chair said that we will review the contract in October’s meeting.  Cllr M Gillett said that the old Cemetery really needs a good cut.
9. To agree delegation of powers to the clerk to cease with immediate effect now council is quorate. Cllr A Bennett proposed and Cllr S Smith seconded.
9. Public Liability and Employers Liability renewed and displayed on Notice Board. Insurance £137 overbudget as number of members declared at last renewal was incorrect.

1. PLANNING
Chair reminded members that is their responsibility to look at planning portal and familiarise themselves with planning applications.  Cllr A MacMullen thanked Clerk for asking for extension of time to respond.

23/00158/FM 
Cllr MacMullen raised concerns over release of ammonia as there is a glamming site and school playing fields just 2 fields away. Cllr T MacMullen raised concerns about the amount of animal waste being moved and the extra traffic movement. Cllr Bennett said this is a trunk road on Highways record.  Suggest we the developer agrees to a S106. Cllr A Sherman also concerned about release of ammonia and extra traffic movement.  OBJECT

23/00823/FM
Cllr Nickles object on basis of Highways and outside of village boundary.  Cllr M Gillett said if approved entrance should be at Pooleys Farm end.  Cllr S Randell said this is not affordable housing. OBJECT


1. LAND AND PROJECTS
None – to remove from next agenda

1. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
12. SAM2 update move to next agenda, but to ask Cllr Rayner to move SAM2 to High Road Northwold. Cllr Bennett asked that look at funding for a second SAM2 at the next meeting.  Chair asks that Cllr Rayner comes to next meeting in September for quotes for new SAM2
12. Rangers visiting in July.  Cllr Smith, suggest we have a map of both villages that show what areas etc we own and who does what.  Cllr A MacMullen said there are 3 people in the village that do things of their own backs and we should acknowledge this.  Chair asked that our thanks were recorded in the minutes.  Cllr A Bennett proposed we write directly.  Cllr Gillett said sign down Hovells lane covered in brambles – Clerk to notify the Rangers. 
12. No action required changed to LED several years ago
12. No further issues reported.

1. PARISH FACILITIES

13. Northwold in Bloom have not met since May only update therefore the planters by the war memorial are being looked after by the lady opposite, Chair asked for letter of thanks to be sent. Area by village sign needs some attention 2 ladies (Emma and Susan) looking to redesign area.  Chair suggests this is left till next year. Cllr Smith said we need the ongoing maintenance to be part of the planning we discuss in September.  Cllr Bennett asked for the planter at the top of Norman Drive to be put on September’s agenda. Chair suggests we get together with WI, Village Hall, Alm Houses and church get together informally twice a year.
13. Cllr Bennett suggest some repairs would be feasible such as replacing matting around roundabout. Member of public slide was about 55 years old.  Cllr T MacMullen said the slide was time expired. Cllr M Gillett said we had been patching up this equipment time and time again.  Cllr Bennett said he would look at the playground at the weekend to see if worth replacing or repairing. Chair said someone had suggested cutting down the hedge to open up the playground which may cut down or stop the vandalism.
13. Cllr Smith and Cllr Bennett to sort moving to new location
13. D Day 80 6th June 2024 to move to September agenda.
13. Clerk to check if our insurance covers this
13. Cllr Bennett to arrange repair 

15 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

15.1. Hovells Lane tree issue work now completed 
15.2 Sign knocked down Cllr Bennett to report on Fix My Street
	
	16 CEMENTERY
	      No reports
	 
17 SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
Cllr Randall to contact and find out if Chaffer Grubs issue resolved.  Cllr M Gillett said this is a three-year plan.

Chair said late correspondence came in from Village Hall requesting donation to repair inverter.  We paid for Social Club inverter as we own that but Cllr T Macmullen said we cannot keep giving out money that we have not budgeted.  Cllr G Gillett said we owned the Solar Panels. Chair suggested that in September we should look at the budget. Clerk to reply to village hall that we will discuss in September but do they have any history on the solar panels.
     
18 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
      In addition to those already stated: -
      Whittington Notice Board
      New dog bin
      Mesh to be placed on fencing at Whittington Park
      Minutes to be issued soon after meeting.
      SAM2 Data submitted to website

Dates of next two meetings 
Thursday 7th September Northwold
Thursday 5th October Whittington Church

Public thanked for attending Cllr T MacMullen left the meeting

Resolution passed to exclude members of the public (under the Public Admissions to Meetings Act 1960 to exclude members of the public for the following confidential items- Staff Matters, Playground Quotes.

	Cllrs unanimously agreed that Clerk should be paid for 30 hours not claimed during 
            Time council was not quorate.
 
Meeting Closed at 21.40pm





