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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 2nd July 2019, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRESENT Cllr R Crisp, Cllr Cliff Anderson, Cllr M Peake, Cllr G Gillet, Cllr N Nickles, Cllr C Pointeer, Cllr R Silvester and Mrs N Cooper (Clerk) 
ALSO Cllr T Ryves (BCKLWN)
6 members of the public 

1. PUBLIC FORUM (15 MINUTES) 
i. A local dog walker from Brookville highlighted that Mill Drove needs cutting back as pedestrians cannot step onto the verges to avoid traffic. Can the Parish Council ask the farmers to cut these back? Can a dog bin be placed at the Northwold end of Mill Drove?  It was requested that the resident send details of the farmers to the Clerk so that letters can be sent. The dog bin will be considered as there is an option of a free dog bin from the BCKLWN. Clerk to investigate.
ii. The neighbour to Christchurch, Whittington was present and expressed concerns about the fence proposed for the back of the churchyard. There is a remaining part of the wall within their garden and they requested that a brick buttress be built onto the end of the wall to ensure that the end is stable. Cllr Anderson advised that discussions with TTSR since the last meeting and further inspections of the wall have resulted in the fence replacement being put on hold. The remaining part of the wall is unstable and leaning significantly therefore a brick buttress cannot be fixed to the end. Cllr Anderson proposed a solution to demolish the wall completely and extend the replacement fence into the garden. The resident agreed that this could be a good option. Costs and a contribution from the neighbour towards the fence would need to be further discussed. Cllr Anderson proposed a meeting on site with himself, the resident and TTSR to reach initial agreement on the way forward. Resident to send availability and contact details to the Clerk. 

2. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
i. BCKLWN Committees of the new Councillors have commenced. Cllr Ryves happy to work as a link between the BC and PC. 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
[bookmark: _Hlk11672788]Apologies for absence were received for Cllr H Hogan and NCC Cllr Storey. These were accepted. 

4. VACANCIES & CO-OPTION 
i. Two applications for Co-option as Northwold Councillors had been received prior to the meeting and circulated to current Councillors. Both applicants were present and invited to say a little about themselves. It was resolved to invite both candidates, Mrs MacMullen and Mr Rayner to join the meeting as new Councillors. Both signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office which were countersigned by the Clerk, received a copy of the Code of Conduct and agreed to complete the Register of Interests to be returned to the Clerk. Both were formally welcomed by the Parish Council.
ii. One vacancy remains for Whittington Councillor.

5. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
Cllr Rayner declared a personal interest in the Car Park proposal.

6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 4th June 2019
An amendment to 13iii was made to change the location of the vegetation around the dog bin to Hovells Lane, not Church Lane. The minutes were then agreed by all Councillors present. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
The bush needing to be cut back near the church belongs to the neighbour, not the Church. Clerk to write to them.
The Clerk reported that a new board has been ordered through NCC for the bus stop on West End, near Chapel.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
i. Newsletters: Norfolk Constabulary, Norfolk Association of Local Councils, Rural Bulletin. Noted.
ii. Email enquiry about bollards outside property on A134. This was a personal enquiry about installing bollards outside of a property, alongside the A134. It was noted for future reference that NCC advises that residents can apply for a free of charge cultivation licence to allow them to place large planters along the grass verge which should act as a visual deterrent to vehicles. The alternative is to order bollards to be installed by NCC direct at a charge of £200 per post. 
iii. Call to Chair ref damage to bowls club storage building. It was noted that following recent damage to the bowls club building the Chair was approached by the bowls club with concerns that the vehicular access gate to Northwold Rec Ground is not being consistently secured. Cllr Gillet advised that he attended the Northwold Sports and Social Club meeting and raised this matter with them. The club advised that they only unlock the gate 4 or 5 times a year and that it is always locked afterwards. The Clerk has emailed TTSR to ask for the contractors to be reminded to lock the gate after grass cutting. Clerk asked to email all users to remind them to secure the barrier.
iv. Email ref Mill Drove/Green Lane. Dealt with under public forum.
v. Road closure notice from UK Power Networks, West End, Northwold 15-19 July 2019. Noted.

9. FINANCES 
i. The accounts to July 2nd 2019 were accepted, cheques agreed for signing and payments approved in accordance with the list below, as prepared by Responsible Finance Officer. Prop CA, 2nd NN, all agreed. 
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i. Membership of Financial Working Group 2019/20 was agreed as Cllr Pointeer, Cllr Nickles, Cllr Hogan and Cllr Rayner. To meet after the September meeting. It was noted by NN that capital spend needs to be watched carefully to avoid overspend.

10. PLANNING
i. New applications for comment: 
i. 19/00753/F Restoration of Norfolk wall and widen access, The Old Rectory, 63 High Street, Northwold. No objections raised.
ii. New premises licence application Wellington Wood. This was discussed. No objections raised.
iii. Cllr Pointeer advised of the construction of a mooring and summerhouse at the end of the navigation on the Wissey. The Environment Agency is aware and is looking into it as neither can be installed without EA permission. Cllr Pointeer to advise the Parish Council of any updates.

11. LAND & PROJECTS
i. Constables Charity land: The initial land registry application was turned down with a request for more information. Hayes+Storr put together a statement of truth regarding the parcel of land.  This was signed by Cllr Pointeer on behalf of the Parish Council and returned to the Land Registry together with all available supporting documentation as provided from the PC. A response is awaited.

12. COMMUNITY CAR PARK: Discussions have reopened on this project as the owners of the neighbouring property have recently advised that they would be willing to have it written into the property deeds that no obstructions affecting the visibility splay of a possible car park are permitted within its boundary. Cllr Anderson has also contacted the Public Rights of Way Officer at NCC to ask if there would be any conflict with using Footpath 6 as a vehicular exit from the car park and they have confirmed that there would not be. The main costs for the car park are the 5m tarmac at entry and exit points, as stated as a condition by Highways, the plastic reinforcement mesh and lowering the chain link fence within 7m of no.30. Cllr Anderson is willing to try and get some further quotes to see if these costs can be reduced any further. It was noted that potential National Lottery Grants are for a maximum of £10,000. All resolved to reopen the project as a possibility.

13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
i. SAM2: This has been at Whittington for the past two months and will now be returned to Northwold.
ii. Update on bus stop improvements B1112 (opp. shelter): NCC have confirmed that the improvements should be undertaken during the summer holidays.
iii. The Parish Partnership scheme for 2020/21 has opened for applications with a deadline of 6th December2019. 50% grants are being offered on a bidding basis for highways improvements. Examples of schemes that would be considered were read out by the Clerk. It was queried whether the car park could fit into the stated criteria and also whether a National Lottery Grant would be considered as an appropriate match funder or whether it had to be direct from the Parish Council. Clerk to investigate.
iv. Items for Rangers / Action: 
i. Whittington Church Lane, opposite Meadow Lane needs to be cut back urgently.
ii. Northwold School Lane from Methwold Road to end of allotments verges need cutting back. 
iii. Vegetation around dog bin Hovells lane and Pinfold Lane needs strimming.

14. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
i. No new updates or urgent work required.
ii. Overgrown Hedge -Pinfold Lane/West End junction – Clerk asked to write to resident to ask for the hedge to be cut back.

15. CEMETERIES
i. Northwold Old Cemetery front boundary has been cut. There are trees overhanding into the neighbour’s garden. Clerk to ask TTSR to cut these.  There is a board with names at Northwold Old Cemetery which is fading. This could do with replacing. Some names are already missing. Clerk to contact A Howarth about this. Cllr Pointeer noted that something similar at Whittington Cemetery could be appropriate. Next agenda.
ii. Christchurch wall – update – see Public forum.
16. PARISH FACILITIES
i. Play area repairs: Play Maintain are not responding to enquiries either by phone or email. Clerk to contact again and stress the urgency of the repair and also to contact other Parish Councils to ask for recommendations for play area repair companies.
ii. Dog bins: Two dog bins have been reserved by Cllr Ryves for the Parish Council free of charge from the BCKLWN. There would be an installation charge of £40 plus emptying costs. It was agreed that one should be installed at the end of Mill Drove / A134 and the other to replace the damaged bin at the end of Riverside. The damaged bin to be retained as a spare. Clerk to instruct.
iii. Community Noticeboard cover – next agenda.

17. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Cllr Ryves advised that the BCKLWN is keen on Parish Councils having their own Neighbourhood Plans. These are policies set up by the community to stipulate issues such as housing needs and preferred locations. An adopted Neighbourhood Plan would enable the Parish Council to received 25% of any future Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments. Costs of undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan would be covered by the BCKLWN. Planners would be happy to attend a meeting to advise on how it works. Clerk to invite to October meeting. This should be well publicised as a Public Meeting.
18. EMAIL ADRESSES The Clerk advised the two new Councillors that dedicated Parish Council emails would be set up for them for all Parish Council business. Both Cllr MacMullen and Cllr Rayner agreed that they are willing to have their names shown on the Parish Council website. Issues with the nandwpc.uk addresses not passing through organisational spam filters was discussed. It was agreed that read receipts should be requested from emails to ensure that they are delivered.
19. ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2019 7.30pm, Christchurch, Whittington.
Nothing further raised.


With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 9.05pm



Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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CASHBOOK BANK RECONCILIATION 2nd July 2019

Receipts for approval

Date Paying In Number Description Amount

04.06.19 500140 Cemetery Fees 20.00

£20.00

Payments for approval

Direct Debit Payee Description Amount

07.06.19 Westcotec Streetlight Main June19 19.10

12.06.19 Haven Power Elec Streetlights NW May19 492 kWh 99.55

12.06.19 Haven Power Elec Streetlights Whit May19 28 kWh 4.85

03.06.19 Wave June 19 Water Payment (due 10.06.19) 5Cleared Statement 28

Subtotal Direct Debits 128.50

Cheque  Payee Description Amount

2237 NPTS Training Course (Councillor Induction) 48.00

Clerk Hours June 19 340.2

Clerk Mileage June 19 2.25

Clerk Expenses June 19 27.32

Clerk Hours July 19 (cheque dated 1.8.19) 340.2

Clerk Mileage July 19 (cheque dated 1.8.19) 4.95

July Clerk Expenses to be claimed in Sep19 0

2241 JD Signs Sign for Allotment Land 9

2242 Northwold Village Hall Hall Hire x 9 session 126

2243 Stoke Ferry Internal Drainage Board Drainage Rates 12.09

2244 AMacMullen Neighbourhood Watch Signs 20

Subtotal Cheques 930.01

£1,058.51

Cash sheet Balance and Bank Reconciliation

31st March 2018 YE Balance Brought Forward  £16,066.80

Add Total Receipts to date £21,134.79 £37,201.59

Less Total Payments to date £5,136.19

CASHBOOK BALANCE £32,065.40

Bank Balance @20.06.19 Statement no.28 £33,330.52

Add uncleared receipts  £0.00 £33,330.52

Minus uncleared approved payments £211.61

Minus direct debits not yet cleared bank statement £123.50

Minus new payments for approval (cheques as above) £930.01 £1,265.12

Reconciled Balance £32,065.40

2238 Clerk June 19

2240 Clerk July 19


