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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
Thursday  1st July 2021
Held at Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), R. Silvester (Vice Chair), M. Peake, H. Hogan, G. Raynor, G. Gillett, M. Winter and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   
There were three members of the public at the meeting.

1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE
Cllrs A. McMullan, C. Pointeer and District Cllr T. Ryves

2. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
There have been no further applications for the two vacancies and the Chair said he still needs to put a notice on the Northwold Facebook page.

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 3rd June 2021
The minutes for the meeting held on 3rd June 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting as a true record of the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards.

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
Two members of the public had put together a dossier of the continuing water levels in Northwold and why it is happening, they are happy to meet in person with the Environmental Agency and go through this dossier in detail with them, a copy of this study had been sent out to the Parish Councillors prior to the meeting. The Chair said that the Parish Council are extremely grateful for their time and effort that they have put in to this. The residents are going to contact Anglian Water to try and arrange a meeting, they will be pointing out  that they have the backing of the Parish Council regarding this matter.
A member of the public put forward his objections for Planning applications 21/01177/F and 21/01178/F (the parish council have since put together their reasons for their objections to these two applications and the letters can be viewed on the Planning website)
5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
County Cllr M. Storey said that it was nice to see everyone face to face. NCC are now holding their meetings face to face in a large building at the Norfolk Showground, several officers and members of staff are still working from home. He is on the Planning and Pensions committee. He is concerned that Highway’s response is not always as quick as it should be and sometimes, they do not always reply and he would like Highways to at least acknowledge that they have received the request from Clerks and Councillors. The Chair said that after raising several requests with Highways over the past few months, Andrew Wallace finally came to Northwold to go over the various issues on the 22nd June.
Cllr Storey said that if we do continue to have problems then we should contact Jason Morse who is the area manager.
Cllr Raynor said that during the meeting with Andrew Wallace, speeding was discussed on Little London and Andrew was quite amenable that from the village sign to the 30mph limit a 50mph limit could be imposed. Cllr Storey gave his support for this request.

District Cllr T. Ryves
Not at meeting – apologies sent along with the following report
Firstly, I would like to congratulate the chair for his tenacity in persuading the Borough to give parish councils the opportunity to comment on TEN’s applications. This innovation is to the benefit of all PC’s in west Norfolk and the correspondence to them from the Borough gives full credit to Cliff. I am sure you will all be relieved to know that the standards complaint raised against Cliff and myself following the “legal rave” application has been reviewed and dismissed.
Secondly, the recent glamping site application was granted for a 2-year trial period, over the objections of highways. These in my opinion were quite spurious and I for one was annoyed at being told by Highways that as a Councillor I was unconcerned as to safety issues. It will be interesting to hear the views of Highways on the forthcoming Caters Yard housing application. There does seem an irony that the police advice on road safety in respect of a TEN and Highways are not included as consulted. Another one for Cliff?
Finally, the community purchase of the Blue Bell in Stoke Ferry completed yesterday and as a member of that group it will be my pleasure to stand all Northwold Councillors, and of course the Clerk a complimentary drink when it opens, a gesture I am sure our esteemed County Councillor will also offer!
Coming up soon is the public comments opportunity on the latest version of the Borough Local Plan, an EDP article on which I published on the Northwold face book site this morning.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the agenda) 
The Chair regarding planning application 21/01104/F.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
None.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
None outstanding.

9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 1st July 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were authorised 1st July 2021								
								
Balance in current account June 2021					£41,505.67		
Plus, the following receipts		
Total Income								£0.00		
Total after Income							£41,505.67		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description				Total	
DD		Havenpower street light energy				£99.55	
DD		Havenpower street light energy				£4.85	
DD		Westcotec street light maintenance			£19.10	
DD		Anglian Water						£5.00	
Bacs		Mrs P Angus - Salary/stamps/mileage/defibrillator pads/
ID photo for land registry re Constables Charity		£486.67	
Bacs		SPC Printers sign for leaflets and sings for play area		£82.00	
Bacs		George Tufts Wood for repairs at S&SC			£95.47	
Bacs		HMRC 1st quarter					£218.20	
Bacs		Mole control - new cemetery				£60.00	
Bacs		Iceni Services - weed spraying - playing field			£240.00	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid						£1,310.84	
Balance in Community Account July 2021                    *                  		£40,194.83	
							
Bank Statement Balance as of 29.6.21					£41,300.80	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 					£1,105.97	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£40,194.83	
								
Ringfenced remainder of grant awarded from NCF for Coronavirus volunteers 
which will be returned to NCF						£520.41	

10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

[bookmark: _Hlk72398689]21/00203/OM Former Coal Yard, Northwold dated 25th February 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Residential development – 15 dwellings
No Objections


21/00460/FM land on Whittington Hill, dated 29th March 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Phased development of 10 dwellings
Planning refused (e-mail from planning received after this meeting)

[bookmark: _Hlk72398896]21/00470/F Wellington Lodge Farm, Northwold dated 2nd April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
VARIATION OF A CONDITION 5 of Planning Permission 20/00852/F: to remove reference to routes from the site.
Planning granted (e-mail from planning received after this meeting)

[bookmark: _Hlk72399223]21/00794/FM The Piggeries, 49 Methwold Road, Whittington dated 24th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Demolition of existing piggery buildings and construction of industrial buildings to provide additional warehousing/storage of timber-based fuel and charcoal products, with associated processing (drying and saw/splitter) buildings, an office/amenity block, weighbridge, staff and visitor car parking, log storage lanes, and associated access, circulation, landscaping and drainage works.
No objections 

21/00613/F 69 High Street Northwold dated 26th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Proposed single storey rear extension and conversion of an outbuilding to a granny annexe / guest bedroom
Planning approved June 2021

21/00612/F 40 Methwold Road Northwold dated 27th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Positioning of portable building with patio as a village shop with refreshments  
No objections

[bookmark: _Hlk75162382]21/00890/F 12B Thetford Road Northwold dated 28th May 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Single storey front extension and rear dormer
No objections

21/00905/F 4 Pinfold Lane Northwold Norfolk IP26 5LH dated 3rd June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Change of use of outbuilding into a self-contained residential annexe
No objections

21/01094/F 5 St Andrews Close Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5LB   dated 3rd June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Two Storey and Single Storey Extension to dwelling
No objections

[bookmark: _Hlk76547404]21/01104/F 36 West End Northwold dated 25th June 2021
Replacement wall and a new sliding gate
Comments by 16th July 2021
No objections

Additional applications since publication of the agenda

21/01274/F 4 West End dated 28th June 2021
REMOVAL OF CONDITION 3 OF Planning Permission 16/01016/F: to remove occupancy restriction.
Comments by 15th July 2021
No objections

21/01178/F Northwold Hall 3 Little London Road dated 28th June 2021
Construction of a new dwelling. Plot 2
The Parish Council formally objects to this planning application and their reasons for objecting can be viewed on the planning website.



21/01177/F 1 Northwold Hall 3 Little London Road Northwold Norfolk IP26 5NQ   dated 30th June 2021
Construction of new dwelling at Plot 1  
The Parish Council formally objects to this planning application and their reasons for objecting can be viewed on the planning website

11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river bank
The Clerk said that she has sent an email again but there is no response. The Chair explained that cattle had got out onto the footpath and they damaged the bank of the river, the owner of the cattle shored up the banking and put hardcore etc into the gap, but a resident was not sure if the footbridge was now safe, we need someone to come out from either the Borough Council or County Council to let us know whether it is safe or not.

11.2 Cross Lane – response from Highways regarding public consultation
Response from Andrew Wallace was that Highways department would not be prepared to block off the lane, he said they could replace and enhance the signage at the end of Cross Lane. The Chair said that a notice needs to be put out to the residents to inform them of this and it was agreed that this notice will be put on notice boards in the village.

11.3 River Levels – update 
This was discussed at length during the public participation part of the meeting. 

12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
12.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
No movement
12.2 Queen Elizabeth Hospital – its state of disrepair
It was agreed that the Parish Council supports the QEH campaign to rebuild the Hospital and the Clerk would send an email to confirm this.
 
13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 SAM2 Update
Cllr Raynor said that this is on Church Lane at the moment and once the data is downloaded the Sam 2 will be taken to Whittington.
New posts for the Sam 2 can now go into School Lane, Methwold Road, Riverside, Little London and Westend.
The cost all posts is £606.00 and it was agreed to go ahead and order these. 
The speed limit in Little London Lane from the village sign to the 30mph limit was discussed with Highways and they said that we could probably get a 50mph limit in place but would need the support from County Cllr Storey- he gave this support earlier in the meeting.
Cllr Hogan asked if another Sam 2 could be purchased for Whittington, the Clerk said that there is a Parish Partnership Scheme whereby Highways will pay half towards this. Cllr Raynor will find out the cost of this.

13.2 Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction- response from Highways 
Highways agreed that a “No Entry” sign is to be put at the Westend junction. They are considering a “Restricted Access for HGV’s” sign at this junction as well.

13.3 20mph outside schools – Cost of Wig Wag signs including installation and running costs
The purchase of this is dependent on the speed that will be recorded on the Sam 2 when the post is installed in School Lane.

13.4 Whittington Village Signs – request from Cllr Hogan 
The Exact locations for the signs need to be confirmed, Cllr Hogan will meet with Cllr Raynor to see where these can possibly go and then Highways will need to agree.

13.5 Litterbin request for the A134 layby – update
No response from NCC, the Clerk will chase this up.

13.6 Pavements and footpaths in need of attention in Northwold 
The Clerk has received an email from a resident regarding the state of the footpath from Normandy Close to Church Lane on the south side the Chair will have a look at them
Footpath 6 is overgrown and the restricted byways Inghams Lane footpath from the footbridge to Common Drove, the Clerk will get a price from TTSR to have these cleared.

13.7 Any other issues requiring action

14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments 
In progress
14.2 Operation London Bridge – update
No update
14.3 Play Equipment – Northwold repairs and replacement – grant application update
The Clerk has been informed that we should hear by July 8th 

14.4 Daffodil/Bulb planting – update regarding purchasing and planting the bulbs
The Chair has spoken to Diddlington and the price for 400 bulbs is £25.00 – Cllr Winter and Cllr Hogan will identify the sites where the bulbs can be planted.

14.5 Dog Bin – Whittington – request from Cllr Hogan
Cllr Hogan showed the Clerk where she would like the bin to be placed and the Clerk needs to send a request to NCC for permission to put a bin in this area.

14.6 New Play Equipment – Whittington – request from Cllr Hogan
The Chair said that some money for this can probably come out of the sale of the Constable Charity Land and we also need to look at other grants and decide on what equipment is needed.

14.7 Sports and Social Club – vandalized notice board 
The sponsors hoarding had been vandalized and the Parish Council has agreed to pay the cost of the repairs.

14.8 Any other issues requiring action
Cost for the outside structure for sports and social club will be invoiced to the Parish Council who will then invoice the S&S for this less the VAT.
The sports and social club want to put tarpaulin curtains around the new structure £1110 + VAT so it was agreed that the Parish Council will again be invoiced directly for this and then the S&S will be invoiced for the cost less VAT. 
There is a lock missing off the notice board
There is a tree as you go into Normandy Close 20 yards down on the left-hand side that needs trimming back, the Clerk will get a price from TTSR.

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
Nothing outstanding.

16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
Nothing outstanding.
16.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
No movement on this.
17. Items for the next agenda.
None
18.  DATE of next two meetings.
There will not be a meeting in August the next two dates will be 2nd September and the 7th October

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.21

Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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