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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 3rd September, 7.30pm
Held virtually by Zoom
[bookmark: _Hlk50455971]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), N. Nickles (Vice Chair), G Rayner for part of the meeting, G Gillett, A MacMullen, M. Peake, C. Pointeer, R. Silvester, H. Hogan, (County Cllr M. Storey joined the meeting at 20.20) and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).  

0 members of the public attended the meeting 

1. PUBLIC FORUM 
None
2. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
Cllr Storey joined the meeting at 8.20pm. He reported Hazardous waste can be taken to the dumps mid to the end of September. County and Borough Councils have been sending out weekly reports to the Clerks. There are grants available to various organizations and individuals. All meetings are being held by Zoom and this is likely to carry on until after Christmas and into the new year. Highways are catching up.  
Cllr Ryves not at meeting.

3. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None received
4. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
None
5. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ORDINARY MEETING
 The minutes from the meeting held on 5th March were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.
6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD BY ZOOM 
The minutes from the extraordinary meeting held on 2nd July were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.
7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
Dogs loose in road – this seems to have been resolved. 
Potholes have now been filled in Riverside.
Vacancy for parish councillor still being advertised.
Holes in the field by the bowls club – The Chairman has filled these in.
8. CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk had received a telephone call from Whittington Garage to report that the street lights on the A134 going onto and including the roundabout were not working. She has reported this to Amey.
9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 3rd September 2020 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer.
The following payments were authorised on the 3rd September 2020						
								
Balance from July 2020						£41,284.79		
Minus the following direct debits								
Havenpower							£4.85		
Havenpower							£99.55		
Westcotec Street Light maintenance				£19.10		
Total Direct Debits						£123.50		
								
Plus the following receipts								
Anglian Water refund						£62.57		
Total Income							£62.57		
Total after Direct Debits and Income				£41,223.86		
								
Cheques	/Payments	Description					Total	
BACS		Clerks Salary/travel/office expenses			£277.88	
BACS		Creative Lincs - banners and signs for play area		£92.50	
BACS		TTSR - Grass Cutting etc					£1,426.20	
							
Total Cheques/bacs paid							£1,796.58	
Balance in Community Account September 2020                       *         		£39,427.28	
Bank Statement Balance as of 27/8/20					£41,223.86	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 					£1,796.58	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£39,427.28	
								
Coronavirus Spend from Grant ringfenced for volunteer expenses								
Total awarded							£1,000.00	
Payment made to Cllr R Silvester 					£500.00	
Banners for play area						£92.50	
Balance 								£407.50	
£10,000 ringfenced for Car Park 								
9.2 BACS Payments to replace cheques - To minute the agreement made during the shutdown that future payments will be made by Bacs when possible.

9.3 To minute the approval of accounts agreed by email during the shutdown for March, April, May, June and July. – All payments made during the shutdown are available to view on the Parish Council Website

9.4 Norfolk Community Foundation Funding – return of any funds remaining from the grant received for the Covid-19 emergency -The Clerk had received an email from the NCF asking that if there was any balance remaining from the grant the Parish Council received then could this be returned – following a discussion it was agreed to keep the remaining balance for the time being as some residents in the village still needed assistance and also in the event of another spike of the Virus.


10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

3PL/2020/0422/F Fen Farm, Oxborough Road, Stoke Ferry PE33 9QH dated 27th April 2020
New wooden log cabin with jetty on Land Adjacent the River Wissey. Would be used as a rest room / shelter when tending to the adjacent pumping station. (retrospective)
Parish Council object to this application and letter has been sent to Breckland Planning Department.

20/00852/F Wellington Lodge Farm Thetford Road Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5NP dated 8th July 2020
Change of use of land to outdoor wedding venue, to include siting of tipis, tents, shepherds huts, mobile toilets and car parking  
Parish Council object mainly because this will increase the traffic flow to a junction with restricted vision, and this could generate accidents.

20/00881/F14 Whittington Hill Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TE dated 10th July 2020
Demolition of garage and construction of detached 3-bedroom dwelling  
Object on the grounds of overdevelopment of a cramped site.

20/00902/F 9 - 11 Little London Lane Northwold THETFORD Norfolk IP26 5NH   dated 10th July 2020
Erection of Garage block and changes to dwelling.  
No Objections

20/01196/LDE – 4 Pinfold Lane dated 5th August 2020
Retrospective change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage and garden land.
No Objections


20/01271/F Waterside Cottage 10 Common Drove Northwold dated 27th August 2020
Expansion of existing dwelling into adjacent workshop including refurbishment of existing structure, insertion of new windows and doors, demolition and rebuilding of existing derelict rear lean-to and new storage outbuilding and external works 
[bookmark: _Hlk50456546]No objections from the PC but the Clerk was asked to comment that should there be any damage to the surface of Common Drove during the building works then we request that the developer will be responsible for the repairs to the surface.

11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Community Car Park – update 
The Chairman said that he has not made any progress with this. He is considering an idea for a  brand new IN-OUT access halfway between the cemetery gates and the access point next to 30 School Lane, he has received a quote for that which is within the budget that was originally set, the only concern he has is if Highways will have any concerns regarding the visibility splay,  he had talked to Richard Smith from Highways earlier and he confirmed that if a new in/out access point on School Lane was created half way between the boundary with No.30 School Lane and the entrance to the cemetery, as long as the fence along School Lane was no higher than one metre, it would not have to be angled back to create the required visibility splay, so could be erected along the boundary with School Lane. Nothing has been finalised as yet and the Chair said that at the next meeting this will be discussed with a proposal that we go ahead with this idea or if this is not possible then this project is to be cancelled once and for all and the money will need to be returned  to the National Lottery.

11.2 To receive an update on dumping on the field at Common Drove and the presence of oil in the river.
The Chair said that it appears that this has now cleared 
11.3 Land behind Normandy Close – update
The Chair said the land has been sold but there is no news on what the land will be used for.
11.4 Common Drove footbridge – response from Borough Council
The Chair said that Environment Agency cleared the weed and the water level reduced sufficiently to allow the footbridge to be used, however, due to the recent heavy rainfall the level has risen again and flooded the footpath again, he has since contacted the Environment Agency twice but they have not got back to him.
11.5 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river banking – response from Borough Council
No comments on this
12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
12.1 Neighbourhood Plan 
No progress with this.

13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues.
•	Water coming off the A134 into Methwold Road – drains blocked -Highways have this scheduled for repair – should be completed by the end of May – after chasing Highways we have received the following on 14th August We have programmed a cleanse although the system is working. We are currently doing a lot of high priority drainage cleansing from the extreme flash flooding we had the other month that hit the Downham area hard. We are having to prioritise those at risk first and unfortunately can’t give a timescale for this work to be done. We have issued a scheme to add more drainage at the top of Methwold Road where it meets the A134 that is now being designed for a scheme in the next financial year.
•	Two pull in places off the A134 into Church Lane by Bull Dog Barnes – pot holes need filling – Highways have this scheduled for repair -  Update from Highways received on the 14th August - patching has been programmed, again we have a long list of patching we have to prioritise and we hope to get to these as soon as we can.
13.2 SAM2 Update
Highways were sent an email on the 24th August saying that the Parish Council wish to use the Church Lane sign to mount the SAM-2 to monitor the effect of the new 50mph limit on the A134.The exact location of the sign is at the junction of Church Lane and the A134. The PC will locate the camera on the sign on 7th September. - Cllr Nickles will report at the next meeting what the result of position is. Following a discussion, funding was agreed to purchase 2 Posts at £100 each and the 2 brackets at £50 each.
13.3 Update on bus stop improvements B1112 (opp. shelter) NCC.
This has been completed.
13.4 Whittington Garage visibility issue – update.
The Chair has heard nothing back from the Police regarding this.
13.5 Footpath 6 – update.
The Chair will chase this up as he has a direct contact
13.6 20mph speed limit signs – to discuss speeding signs for outside the School.
Cllr Nickles said that following his meeting with Highways they said that they are trying to put 20mph speed limits outside all schools but it’s a five-year budget, the Chair asked if there is a list and if so where are we on that list? The Clerk will contact Highways to clarify the situation although Cllr Gillett said that he rarely sees any speeding in School Lane.  Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk will also contact Priory School to ask if they feel a 40mph limit would be more appropriate for them and if the answer is yes then the Parish Council can contact the relevant department.
13.7 A134 proposed 50mph speed limit- to discuss recent NCC 50mph speed limit order.
This is in operation.
13.8 20mph speed limit for Hovell’s Lane – Children’s play area and Social Club
Following a discussion, it was agreed to take this off the agenda.
13.9 Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction
 A resident has witnessed some motorists exciting the village and not following the keep left signs and going up the exit and he is concerned that there could eventually be a head on crash and a “No Entry” is needed at this junction. Cllr Nickles said he will draft an email to Highways.
13.10 Highways Improvement Wish List – Cllr Ryves has requested a list from the PC 
The Parish Council did not have anything in particular to give to Cllr Ryves, Cllr Nickles said that he will prepare an email to send to Cllr Ryves regarding speeding and geometry and sightlines in the area. Cllr Pointeer said that the sign between Church Lane and Diddlington had been hit on the south side on the A134 – Cllr Nickles said he will report this to Highways.

14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Northwold Telephone Box - update.
Repairs have been carried out by Cllr Raynor.
14.2 Community Noticeboard cover – update.
All noticeboards have been repaired and refurbished by the Chair.
14.3 Roundabout refurbishment 
All completed.
14.4 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments – to discuss suitable areas for planting
It was suggested that it would be a good idea to plant some trees on the corner of the sports pitch where the Children’s play park is for shading. Also, some hedging between the allotments and cemetery. Cllr MacMullen  said she will look into some funding that may be available from The Woodland Trust.
14.5 Litter Pick in Whittington -update from the Clerk
This was raised at the March meeting. Since this meeting the Clerk has found an old email informing her that the litter was cleared at the end of February, however, BCKLWN have said to contact them if it needs to be cleared again.
14.6 Social Club – security camera
Quote still to be put forward to the PC from the committee. A padlock has been put on the gates and this seems to have solved the problem.
14.7 Operation London Bridge – update
On hold at the moment.
14.8 Plaque or book of names for the Church
On hold at the moment.
14.9 Risk Assessment - agree action
Grit bin on Methwold Road – lid completely broken off – the Clerk will look at a replacement bin, there is also a litterbin that has a lining damaged and the Clerk will see if replacement linings are available.
14.10 Football Club Terms and Conditions – to agree T&C’s
The Chair had circulated the draft agreement – and all agreed that this is a suitable document for this purpose. There was a discussion regarding the chafer bugs that are on the ground at the moment and it was agreed to keep an eye on this
14.11 Bus timetable - West End – update
This is the responsibility of the Coach Services and the Clerk will contact them to replace the sign.
14.12 Greater Police Support in the area – reference recent fire at Diddlington Nurseries.
The Chair said that unless there is a further incident then maybe the situation has been resolved. Cllr Gillett said that 
Diddlington is under Fouldon Parish Council and it was agreed that the Clerk drops a line to the Parish Clerk regarding this matter (since this meeting Cllr Nickles checked the NALC website and  Diddlington appear to have their own Parish Council)
14.13 Any other issues requiring action.
None



15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
Swing Base at Whittington – TTSR have quoted £165 to topsoil and grass seed Whittington the Swing Base at Wittington and it was agreed that this can go-ahead. The Clerk will contact TTSR.

15.2 Himalayan Balsam - update.
The chair said that there is still an area to be cleared and he will be asking for more volunteers.

16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
All okay.
16.2 Tree survey – update
Following a tree survey- there are two trees that will in the future need to come down, TTSR have quoted
T1 Apple tag 937 to sectional fell and remove arising - £365.00 plus Vat.
T2 Bullace tag 936 to sectional fell and remove arising - £135.00 plus Vat.
Ivy Removal from all trees in the cemetery - £100.00 plus Vat.
It was agreed to go ahead with this quote – the Clerk will contact TTSR.

16.3 Cemetery -records board – resolve on next steps.
It was agreed that a sign would be put in the old cemetery and a book with the names would be put in the Church. The Chair said he will draft the wording for the sign and circulate this.

17. Items for the next agenda.
None.
18.  DATE of next two meetings: (unless changed by item 17) 
Date of next two meetings are 8th October and the 12th November to be held remotely by Zoom.


With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.03


Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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