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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 2nd September 2021
Held at Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), R. Silvester (Vice Chair), M. Peake, H. Hogan, G. Gillett, M. Winter C. Pointeer, County Cllr M. Storey, District Cllr T. Ryves and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   
There were four members of the public at the meeting.

1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE
Cllrs G. Raynor and A. McMullen.
2. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
No applications so far, there are still two vacancies
3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 1st July 2021
The minutes for the meeting held on 1st July 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting as a true record. The minutes were signed by the Chair. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards. 

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
A traffic survey was carried out on the A134 on Wednesday the 25th August and many speeding vehicles were recorded and a full report will be sent through to the Clerk so that she can pass this on to the police.
A member of the public said that he cut the grass on the inside of the allotments.
School Lane to Church Lane path ways are in very poor condition – local residents have reported this to Highways and the Chair said that he has also written to Highways.
There are concerns with dogs being allowed on the playing field during the forthcoming car and bike show over the weekend that will be on the playing field.

5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
County Cllr M. Storey – parish partnership grants will be made available shortly. His member’s allowance has now been increased to £10,000. Road safety community fund will be debated soon. A discussion took place regarding various grants that are available and a grant towards a Sam 2 for Whittington was mentioned – The Clerk will obtain the quote regarding the cost of the Sam 2.

District Cllr T. Ryves had sent through the following report previous to the meeting.
Direct support for business

Our Council has continued its work of distributing further grant monies to local businesses, having distributed £77m of business grants since the start of the pandemic. The Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk have used £1.1 million of this money to fund two specialised grant schemes to help businesses grow and adapt.
Over £667,000 has been paid out to 141 businesses through the Refresh Reopen grant to help them with outdoor adaptations, diversifications and shop frontage work. Additionally, another pot of money was for businesses that could demonstrate that they had been impacted either negatively or positively by Covid-19 and needed investment to adapt and support longer term growth. Thirty-four businesses benefitted from this scheme, with total grants of over £466,000 paid out. Locally, Cherry Tree petting farm was successful in applying for funds, good to see as a truly worthwhile cause.
I mention this as support for businesses, and other organisations is ongoing and the Council is aware of the challenges faced and has the resources to support. 
There has also been the first tranche of funds released from the Community Infrastructure Levy (paid by property developers) for local infrastructure, and the Bluebell community hub project in Stoke Ferry has received support from this. Soon applications will be invited for the second tranche!

Town Fund

At The council meeting next Thursday the Council is set to approve the application to the Government for £25m under the Town Fund, with projects such as restoration of the Guildhall, regeneration of the waterside and improvements to the “connectivity” of Kings Lynn being proposed. The scheme cadged together by the Kings Lynn Town Board does not have the vibrancy of schemes put forward by Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft, but £25m is better than nothing, even if so, much more could have been achieved. We hope that there will be favourable spill over effect to benefit us here in the sticks!

The Climate Emergency

At the same meeting, the Council is belatedly to declare a climate emergency. This was originally rejected by the Council when proposed in February 2020, but with the change of leadership within the conservative group, as Councillor Dark has replaced Councillor Long as leader, there is a new emphasis on environmental issues. This had already been flagged with the cancellation part of the controversial Parkway development in Kings Lynn. So, expect to see a greater emphasis by the Council in advising residents of how to save energy, which can only be a good thing.

QEH

The need for a replacement hospital is ever present and the main development is the emergence of a body of opinion in favour of a complete relocation, possibly to Hardwick. I certainly support this but the decision is to be made by the CCG. The great danger is that the government will reject the case for a new hospital and having made available a sum for 40 “new “hospitals (on examination this seems more to be the provision of new facilities for a number of existing hospitals) will not feel the need to expand the investment, and even if successful will not offer the full cost of a new hospital which will be a halfway solution for West Norfolk. I strongly urge all to lobby our MP to support the case for a new hospital – ideally on a new site. Her email 
elizabeth.truss.mp@parliament.uk


6. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the agenda) 
None
7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
Notification of any TEN’s applications are now being sent through to the Council, however, they have no information on them at all as to where and when they are, and when searching on the website has proved very difficult to find any recent applications, the Clerk will ask for more information from the EH & Licensing Administrative Assistant and the Chair said he would write asking that they provide a reference number.
Cross Lane consultation – notices went on the notice board and Facebook informing residents of the response from the County Council.
Over hanging tree in Normandy Close has been dealt with by our Ground Works contractors.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
Parish Questionnaire – Independent Remuneration Panel Members’ Allowances Questionnaire 2021 was completed at this meeting and this will be sent back to Kings Lynn as per their request.

9. FINANCES 
9.1 Accept accounts to 2nd September 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were authorised 2nd September 2021 for July Invoices								
Balance in current account June 2021				£40,194.83		
								
Plus, the following receipts								
Cemetery fee							£20.00		
S&S club canopy							£3,650.00		
S&S club rent							£229.00		
VAT refund							£545.22		
Total Income							£4,444.22		
Total after Income						£44,639.05		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description					Total	
DD		Havenpower street light energy					£96.32	
DD		Havenpower street light energy 					£4.68	
DD		Westcotec street light maintenance 				£19.10	
DD		Anglian Water July						£5.00	
Bacs		Mrs P Angus - Salary/stamps/mileage				£291.16	
Bacs		Sports and Social club canopy					£4,380.00	
Bacs		Viking stationers - Ink cartridges/box files/lever arch files/
 plastic poly pockets						£99.47	
Bacs		TTSR grounds maintenance					£1,454.74	
Bacs		Stoke Ferry Internal Drainage Boards				£12.09	
Bacs		Sports and Social Club Tarpaulin					£1,335.00	
Bacs		TTSR footpath strimming						£120.00	
Bacs		Norfolk Community Foundation Covid grant refund			£520.41	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid							£8,337.97	
Balance in Community Account August 2021                    *      				£36,301.08	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 5/8/21						£36,301.08	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 						£0.00	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)			£36,301.08

The following payments for August invoices were authorised 2nd September 2021								
Balance in current account July 2021						£36,301.08		
								
Plus, the following receipts									
Total Income									£0.00		
Total after Income								£36,301.08		
								
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description					Total	
DD		Havenpower street light energy					£4.85	
DD		Havenpower street light energy 					£99.55	
DD		Westcotec street light maintenance 				£19.10	
DD		Anglian Water 							£5.00	
Bacs		Mrs P Angus - Salary/Mileage					£304.66	
Bacs		Solicitors fee for certifying land registry form – 
Constables Charity Land						£60.00	
Bacs		C Anderson - Fencing						£39.99	
Bacs		TTSR Grounds Maintenance					£1,454.74	
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid							£1,987.89	
Balance in Community Account September 2021                    *          			£34,313.19	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 1.9.21						£36,276.98	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 						£1,963.79	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)			£34,313.19	


10. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

[bookmark: _Hlk72398689]21/00203/OM Former Coal Yard, Northwold dated 25th February 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Residential development – 15 dwellings
No Objections

21/00460/FM land on Whittington Hill, dated 29th March 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Phased development of 10 dwellings
No objections 

[bookmark: _Hlk72398896]21/00470/F Wellington Lodge Farm, Northwold dated 2nd April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
VARIATION OF A CONDITION 5 of Planning Permission 20/00852/F: to remove reference to routes from the site.
Application permitted

[bookmark: _Hlk72399223]21/00794/FM The Piggeries, 49 Methwold Road, Whittington dated 24th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Demolition of existing piggery buildings and construction of industrial buildings to provide additional warehousing/storage of timber-based fuel and charcoal products, with associated processing (drying and saw/splitter) buildings, an office/amenity block, weighbridge, staff and visitor car parking, log storage lanes, and associated access, circulation, landscaping and drainage works.
No objections 

21/00612/F 40 Methwold Road Northwold dated 27th April 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Positioning of portable building with patio as a village shop with refreshments  
No objections

[bookmark: _Hlk75162382]21/00890/F 12B Thetford Road Northwold dated 28th May 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Single storey front extension and rear dormer
Application approved

21/00905/F 4 Pinfold Lane Northwold Norfolk IP26 5LH dated 3rd June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Change of use of outbuilding into a self-contained residential annexe
No objections

[bookmark: _Hlk80616049]21/01094/F 5 St Andrews Close Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5LB   dated 3rd June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Two Storey and Single Storey Extension to dwelling
Application approved

21/01104/F 36 West End Northwold dated 25th June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Replacement wall and a new sliding gate
No objections

21/01274/F 4 West End dated 28th June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
REMOVAL OF CONDITION 3 OF Planning Permission 16/01016/F: to remove occupancy restriction.
No objections

21/01178/F Northwold Hall 3 Little London Road dated 28th June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Construction of a new dwelling. Plot 2
Application withdrawn
 
21/01288/F Northwold Hall 3 Little London Road dated 21st July 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Construction of new dwelling.  Plot 3
Application withdrawn

[bookmark: _Hlk80616761]21/01177/F Northwold Hall 3 Little London Road dated 28th June 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Construction of new dwelling at Plot 1
Application withdrawn

21/01408/F 17 Little London Lane   Northwold dated 20th July 2021 (information only as consultation period has passed)
Construction of replacement dwelling & garage following demolition of existing 
dwelling & outbuilding
No objections

Proposed Solar Farm at Hall Farm – There were two representatives from the developer Infraland and the planning consultant from Lanpro that had come to the meeting to answer any questions regarding the proposed solar farm. They introduced themselves and gave a brief presentation regarding their plans for the way forward with this project. 
After some questions from the Councillors, the following answers were given: -
There will be some flatbed vehicles going through the area during construction.
The visual impact will be very similar to the other solar farm that is in the next field.
The existing farm track will be suitable for access to and from the solar farm.
No trees will be felled as part of the scheme.
Connection to the station will be underground.
The application will be sent to the planning department around the end of September 2021.
They will be looking at construction to start early 2023.
The Chair thanked them for coming to the meeting and answering the PC’s questions.

11. LAND & PROJECTS
11.1 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river bank 
This is being dealt with by The Bridges Team, there is no date yet for the works to be carried out.
11.2 Cross Lane – response from Highways regarding public consultation
Notices to residents went on the notice board and Facebook informing them of the response from Highways. There has been no further movement from Highways regarding the enhancement of the signage.
11.3 River Levels -RB3 (Inghams Lane/Common Drove) and F7 (Riverside) – update
The river levels have gone down since the Environment Agency have carried out work to clear weeds from the river and both footpaths are now accessible. The main issue remains in that there is still water pouring out of the Wissey which means that the flooding could return. The Chair has contacted the Public Rights of Way and the Bridge Team to make good the footpaths that have eroded and to repair or replace the bridge handrail.
11.4 Little Wissey, Northwold side stream – Continued flooding
The level has gone back down to normal levels since the EA cleared the weeds.
11.5 RB3 Northwold (Inghams lane) – overgrown tree across the footpath
This has been programmed to be felled.

12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
12.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
Cllr Silvester said that there is a problem in getting enough people to come forward, the Chair suggested that this item remains on the agenda for another month or two and if there is still no progress then it will come off.

13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
13.1 SAM2 Update – to report on latest data. New areas were recently added in Northwold and Whittington.
Cllr Pointeer said that it has been in Whittington for the past 55 days – average speed has been between 40 to 45 mph
Speed goes up after 6pm, there are currently 6 positions in Whittington – the new pole has only a single bracket on it and it needs a double The Clerk will contact Westcotec to ask for three extra brackets. Cllr Pointeer pointed out that Whittington do need their own Sam 2. The Clerk will ask Cllr Raynor if there are any alternative flashing signs that could also be considered.

13.2 Whittington Village Signs – request from Cllr Hogan – update
Following a discussion, Cllr Pointeer suggested that the Clerk approaches Stoke Ferry to ask if we could put signs for Whittington on the back of their signs in Bridge Road.  The Clerk will ask the question.

13.3 Litterbin request for the A134 layby – update
Norfolk Highways have now given us permission to install the bin, following this, the Clerk has now contacted Kings Lynn bin collection department to ask if they will collect from this area.

13.4 Footpaths in need of attention from Normandy Close to Church Lane on the Southside – update 
The Chair has written to Highways regarding the state of the footpaths. 

13.5 Accident at the junction of A134 and Methwold Road – update on recent coroner’s report
The coroner has agreed to copy the response from the County Council to the Parish Council. We should have this by the next meeting in October.

13.6  Any other issues requiring action
None.
14. PARISH FACILITIES
14.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments 
No update.
14.2 Operation London Bridge – update
No update.
14.3 Play Equipment – Northwold repairs and replacement – grant application update
The Grant as now been confirmed and the Clerk has asked Fenland Leisure to carry out a new inspection as the original quote was based on the inspection done in January 2021. It was pointed out that there were some posts that were rotting in the toddler’s area, the Clerk will ask Fenland to take a look at this when they are looking at the other areas.

14.4 Daffodil/Bulb planting – update regarding purchasing and planting the bulbs
The chair has purchased 400 bulbs from Diddlington, Cllrs Hogan and Winter have agreed to organize the planting of the bulbs and will be looking for volunteers.

14.5 Dog Bin – Whittington – update from the Clerk
The position is not suitable for the BC to collect the waste from this area.

14.6 New Play Equipment – Whittington – request from Cllr Hogan
The Chair suggested that we wait until the sale of the Constables Charity land goes through before any quotes are obtained for the new equipment.

14.7 Damaged sign and roundabout at Whittington
Highways are aware of this and work has been scheduled to go ahead asap 

14.8 Sports and Social Club – Cost of work on the Tennis viewing area @ £1285 and the cost of the Chafer grubs removal @ £1350.
The Chair said that the cost of the Chafer Grubs treatment of £1350 was to treat the football pitch only, following a discussion it was agreed to go ahead and treat the whole area which will be around £2100.
The Tennis viewing area is in need of repair and the club has sent through a quote that they have received @ £1285. Following a discussion, the Clerk was asked to contact the club to see if they could – if at all possible - obtain another one or two quotes before any payment towards this could be considered. The Clerk will also give them some details on other organizations that can give grants for this such as Sports England. 

14.9 Any other issues requiring action
Restricted byways 3 Inghams Lane beyond the footbridge the path needs clearing 
Verge on School Lane alongside the allotments needs clearing 
Village sign corner of Church Lane and High Street - huge area of brambles needs clearing away in front of the sign

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
15.1 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
None
16. CEMETERIES
16.1 Monthly safety review results.
Nothing to report
16.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
No progress
17. Items for the next agenda.

18.  DATE of next two meetings.
7th October and 4th November 
With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.18

Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
Page 5:  2nd September 2021 Contact: clerk@nandwpc.uk / Mrs Pauline Angus



