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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 5th September 2017, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRESENT: Cllr R. Crisp (Chairperson), Cllr C. Anderson, Cllr C. Pointeer, Cllr G. Gillett, Cllr S Gillet, Cllr M. Peake, Cllr S Leet, Cllr N Nickles, Cllr C Sharp and Mrs N. Cooper, Clerk.

Also present: Cllr Martin Storey – Norfolk County Council
There were 20 members of the public.	

1. PUBLIC FORUM 
The refusal of the Asset of Community Value nomination for the Crown Inn, Northwold was discussed. Members of the public expressed support for the proposal for a community led purchase of the public house and discussed the similarities and differences to the pub in Shouldham which had an ACV approved. The lack of community facilities in Northwold was highlighted as an issue and the pub was noted as being a key part of village life. It is important to retain a sense of community and the pub is seen as being an important part of this. It was noted that a member of the EastLaw team of solicitors dealing with the application turned the nomination down, not Borough Councillors. It was noted that the BCKLWN has advised that this is standard policy. 

2. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
1. Norfolk County Council: Cllr Storey was not in attendance.

1. Kings Lynn & West Norfolk Borough Council: Cllr Peake had nothing to report.

3. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None received.

4. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS (for items on the Agenda) – Issue of Dispensations
None declared. 

5. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING held 4th July 2017 and the minutes of the two Extraordinary meetings held on 19th July and 22nd August 2017.
The minutes were approved by all Councillors present and the minutes were signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meetings held on 4th July, 19th July and 22nd August 2017. The final versions will be available on the website. 

6. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLORS
Two applications to become Councillors had been received by the Clerk and forwarded to all existing Councillors before the meeting. These were from Mrs S Smith and Mr D Human. Both applications were accepted and appointment of the new Councillors was agreed to by all existing Councillors present. 
· Mrs S Smith – Proposed Cllr Sharp, Seconded Cllr Nickles
· Mr D Human – Proposed Cllr Pointeer, Seconded Cllr S Gillet.
Susan Smith was present and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. David Human was not present but will be invited to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office prior to the October meeting and to subsequently attend as a Councillor. 

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
It was reported that the defibrillator has been installed at Whittington Christ Church. It was noted that a light or sensor light would need to be on 24hrs per day to assist in locating the defib, this must be funded by the Parish Council. Clerk to place on October agenda, Cllr Smith to request costings from Whittington PCC. Cllr Pointeer advised that a consultant from the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Kings Lynn has volunteered to give defibrillator training. This will be held in the Church, date to be confirmed. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE to note.
i. CPRE – Norfolk’s ’Vision for Norfolk’ plus newsletter
ii. Norfolk Constabulary Newsletter
iii. NALC Newsletters
iv. Downham Market SNAP meeting minutes
v. Letter from Elizabeth Truss -  introducing herself as MP.


9. TO RESOLVE WHETHER THE PARISH COUNCIL IS TO REAPPLY FOR THE ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE STATUS FOR THE CROWN INN NORTHWOLD
Cllr Anderson explained that the extraordinary meeting held on 22nd August was to discuss this matter but that no decision was made. There is overwhelming community support for the Community Purchase of the Crown Inn Northwold. A confirmed nomination for the Crown Inn to be designated as an Asset of Community Value (ACV) is necessary to facilitate the raising of grants and other funding by the Community and make the purchase possible. The original ACV nomination was refused by EastLaw, on behalf of the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk on the basis of the property not currently being considered to be of important local social benefit.  The Parish Council has been asked by the Crown Inn Preservation Group to resubmit the application on the basis of the overwhelming community support to save the Crown Inn. It was explained that if the second ACV application is approved that the owners would not have to sell to the community but that they would not be able to complete a sale to an alternative party within a period of 6 months after approval of the nomination (although negotiations with external parties could be progressed). Discussion ensued about the proposal and concerns were raised about the negative impact of the application on the current owners. It was noted that the current owners were reluctant to sell to the community. The pub is noted to be closing permanently on 29th October. The community benefits of other remaining assets in the village such as the sports and social club and church were noted as facilities not yet mentioned. Whether legal advice would be required was discussed but noted as not required at this point as the application will be on the behalf of the community not directly for the Parish Council. It was noted that the pub has been up for sale with no commercial interest for 2 and a half years. The need for the Parish Council to get involved was queried. Cllr Peake advised that if the Parish Council makes the application that the two Borough Councillors could try to assist. It was noted that the Parish Council is in place to support the voice of the Parish on all issues and the largescale community support for the ACV application must be acknowledged.

A vote was taken on whether the Parish Council should reapply for the ACV status on behalf of the community.
7 Councillors voted in favour and the resolution was passed. 
Cllr Anderson will draft the application and circulate it to all Councillors for comment before submission. 

Cllr Sharp highlighted that extraordinary meetings should be for emergency items only in the future. This was noted by other Councillors.

10. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
i. The Parish Partnership scheme was discussed. Two schemes were proposed. 1. In Whittington a pathway to link the bus stop on Methwold Road to a safe crossing point is needed. 2. In Northwold permanent 20mph signs outside the school on School Lane should be costed.  Clerk to pursue initial costs for discussion at the October meeting. 
Additionally, it was noted that two flashing slow down signs which used to be on the A134 along the Northwold stretch are no longer there. Clerk to contact Highways to query this. It was noted that there has been another accident on the Northwold / Methwold / A134 junction. Poor signage for stopping points was discussed. Clerk asked to write to Elizabeth Truss MP about this.  
ii. Northwold: Parking Issues at School Road. A letter from the school has been received acknowledging the parking issues and agreeing to work with the Parish Council to find solutions. Mr A Jenkinson is agreeable to the proposal from the last ordinary meeting to swapping his allotment space so that a designated school parking area could be created. It was agreed that Cllr Anderson and Cllr Sharp would investigate this further in terms of cost, signage, planning and that they would also meet with the School Headteacher Carole Reich. This will be discussed further at the October meeting.
iii. Whittington: 
· Response from EAM. EAM’s response regarding why they have used the name Mill was discussed. It was stated that the road name should be Maltings not Old Mill Close with reference to previous information and also to Kelly’s directory for Cambridgeshire, Norfolk & Suffolk, 1883, pp.554-5 which makes reference to the extensive malthouse dating from at least 1875. Support was given to EAM proposals to reduce the speed limit along the A134. Clerk to write to EAM and The Borough Council Street Naming and Highways to further request changing of the street name to Maltings and to offer support for a speed limit reduction. Clerk to also request a visit from the Norfolk Speed Camera Partnership.
· The risks of turning onto the A134 from Church Road Whittington were discussed. Cllr Pointeer awaiting confirmation of a site visit from Andy Wallace and will ask about the possibility of making Church Road one way excepting farm traffic. Clerk to place on October agenda.
· The cost of trimming of Christ Church hedge for safety reasons was approved at £112.50 +vat.


11. PARISH FACILITIES
i. [bookmark: _Hlk492896865]Risk Assessment Report – review and agree on any works required – deferred to October.
ii. Phonebox adoption –completion of adoption was formally noted and progression towards repainting has started by Mr Parfitt. The windows have been broken and need replacing. It is anticipated this may be dealt with by the community and materials will be paid for by the Parish Council.
iii. The bin liners for Northwold Rec Ground have been received and the bin housings are due mid September.
iv. Northwold Footpath No.6 has now been cleared. The area the other side of the first gate next to the riding school has been missed. Clerk to advise Highways.
v. Broadband Cabinet 5 is due to be completed imminently.
vi. Whittington bench is due for delivery at the end of the week. Cllr Pointeer will progress installation after delivery. 

12. CEMETERIES
i. It was noted that the grounds at Northwold Old cemetery are overgrown. Clerk to contact CGM and make them aware that grass cutting needs to be completed soon. It was noted that Bonnets have started to put supporting stakes in next to gravestones as requested in January 17. It was also noted that the railings at Northwold New Cemetery have been repaired by Bonnets as requested but have not been repainted.
ii. Northwold Cemetery policy was reviewed and no changes were made. It was resolved to update the date on the policy. Clerk to action.
iii. Responsibility for Whittington Cemetery was agreed to be passed to Cllr S Smith on the basis of her membership of the PCC. It was noted that there are weeds on the pathways of Christ Church. Clerk to advise CGM and ask them to action.

13. TREES
i. Quotes have been received from SP Landscapes, CGM and a colleague of Akers to undertake a tree management plan for Nortwold. These had all been circulated to the Councillors prior to the meeting. These all cover the same areas of work and request a Tree Management plan incorporating; Northwold Recreation Ground – off Hovells Lane; Northwold Old Cemetery – Church Lane; Northwold New Cemetery – School Lane; Whittington Recreation Ground – Church Lane and Whittington Cemetery – Christ Church. The cost of the CGM quote was the lowest at £850.00 plus vat. It was resolved that CGM should be appointed for the work. Clerk to instruct.
ii. A quote from CGM has been received in response to a request earlier in the year for costings to plant a hedge in Northwold New Cemetery. It was agreed that this project would no longer be pursued. Clerk to make CGM and SP Landscapes, who had also previously quoted, aware.

14. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
i. It was noted that Northwold Recreation ground should have an additional cut programmed in during the summer for the next contract.
ii. The hedge on the driveway to Northwold New Cemetery needs to be cut back. A quote has been received from SP Landscapes for this work. It was resolved that a second quote should be requested from CGM and that the Clerk would be given the authority to instruct the lower quote before the October meeting. Clerk to progress.
	
15. PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND UPDATES: 
The following Planning Applications were discussed;
i. 7/01609/CU Mrs Toni Arthur-Hay Northwold 575104 297339. Change of use from agricultural land to domestic garden Manor Farm Barns West End Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5LE. No objections raised.
ii. 17/01282/F AMDENDMENT TO APPLICATION Single storey extension at the rear of the building at The Laurels  3 High Street  Northwold  Norfolk  IP26 5LA. No objections raised.
The following were noted for information;
i. 17/00929/F Northwold 19 School Lane, Northwold - Proposed porch to front elevation, brick and tiled roof construction, white P.V.C.u windows and door. Application Permitted, Delegated Decision
ii. 17/00826/F Northwold North Bank of River Wissey, Church Lane Whittington - Construction of 20m of boat staging. Application Refused, Delegated Decision 
iii. 17/00881/F Northwold The Shrubbery 77 High Street Northwold - Rebuilding of collapsed garden wall along the western boundary along the side of the highway (retrospective) Application Permitted, Delegated Decision
iv. 17/01343/F Northwold Crisps Yard, Common Drove Northwold - Single storey extension to dwelling. Application Permitted, Delegated Decision

It was noted that the Planning Portal on the BCKLWN Website is often unavailable or not working correctly, Cllr Peake was asked to pass this on to the Planning Department.

16. DRAFT NORFOLK STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
i. No comments were raised.

17. FINANCE & POLICIES
i. The accounts to September 5th 2017, payments to be approved and cheques to be signed were considered and approved in accordance with the table below.
[image: ]

ii. The clerk advised that the External audit was complete and that no issues had been raised. The paperwork is on display in the noticeboards and on the website.




18. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
It was agreed that the Clerk should attend Data Regulations Training when a suitable date arises and that upcoming dates for training for New Councillors should be forwarded to Carol, Nigel, Susan and David when they are announced.

19. ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING:   TUESDAY 3rd October 2017, 7.30pm. 

· Dog bin Inghams Lane
· Parish Partnership Projects
· Risk Assessment Report
· Whittington Church lighting for defibrillator.
· School Parking (CA, CS)
· Church Road Whittington (Highways)
· Whittington Mill / Maltings streetnaming.



With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 9.20pm



Chairman: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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CASHBOOK BANK RECONCILIATION 5th Sep 2017

Recepits for approval 05.09.17

Paying In slip From Description Amount

500124

Hbrett & Son Memorial 40.00

£40.00

  

Payments/cheques for approval 05.09.17

Direct Debit Payee Description Amount

DD Anglia Water Water Payment July 5.50

Cleared bank statement 96

DD EON Electricity 01.6.17 - 30.6.17 83.40

Cleared bank statement 96

DD Anglia Water Water Payment August 5.50

Cleared bank statement 97

EON Electricity 1.7.17 -  86.18

Cleared bank statement 97

Subtotal Direct Debits 180.58

Cheque  Payee Description Amount

2122John Breheny Install Noticeboards 60.00

Urgent payment tabled & approved at July Meeting

2123CGM January 17 Grounds (Missed Payment) 301.92

Urgent payment tabled & approved at July Meeting

2124Westcotec Streetlight Maintenance July 17 19.10

"Westcotec Streetlight Maintenance August 17 19.10

2125Northwold Village HallHall Hire Apr17-Mar18 + 19.7.17 Extra Mtg 168.00

2126CGM Grounds Maintenance July 17 388.06

2127Mazars External Audit Fee Mar2017 240.00

2128 CGM Grounds Maintenance August 17 388.06

2129 Thomas B Bonnett Northwold Cem Railings Repair & Paint 1398.00

2130 N Cooper Clerk Salary, Expenses & Mileage Aug17 366.20

2131 Swift Electrical Whittington Defib. Installation 350.00

Subtotal Cheques 3698.44

£3,879.02

Cash sheet Balance and Bank Reconciliation 5th Sep 2017

31st March 2017 YE Balance Brought Forward: £29,508.34

Add Total Receipts as of 5th September 2017 £19,011.20 £48,519.54

Less Total Payments to date £11,947.60

CASHBOOK BALANCE 5th September 2017 £36,571.94

Bank Balance @11/08/2017 Statement no.97 £39,908.46

Add uncleared receipts £0.00 £39,908.46

Minus uncleared payments as of 11th August 2017 £0.00

Minus new payments cheques 2124-2131 £3,336.52 £3,336.52

Reconciled Balance 5/9/17 £36,571.94


