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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 8th October, 7.30pm
Held virtually by Zoom

[bookmark: _Hlk50455971]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), N. Nickles (Vice Chair), G Rayner, G Gillett, A MacMullen, M. Peake, C. Pointeer and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).  County Cllr Storey joined the meeting later.
0 members of the public attended the meeting 
1. PUBLIC FORUM
None

1. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
Cllr Storey apologised for joining the meeting late tonight. He said that the Council will be responding to the Planning White Paper however there is a lot to get through.  Cllr Storey has declined the 2.75% recommended pay rise and there are a further 30 to 40 people at County Hall that have also declined this and he hopes that this money will go towards a more deserving cause. Highways are catching up with smaller matters that were put on the back burner during the shutdown. Norfolk County Libraries are offering free books to children and further information can be found online. 

1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs R. Silvester, H. Hogan and R. Crisp.

1. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
Cllr Pointeer declared an interest in planning application 20/01381/F

1. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST ORDINARY MEETING held on 3rd September 2020
The minutes from the meeting held on 3rd September were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be made available on the website.

1. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)

1. CORRESPONDENCE
None
1. FINANCES 
7. Accept accounts to 8th October 2020 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer.
The following payments were authorised   8/10/2020 								
Balance from September 2020						£39,427.28		
								
Minus the following direct debits								
Haven Power								£4.85		
Haven Power								£99.55		
Westcotec Street Light maintenance					£19.10		
Anglian Water								£5.00		
Total Direct Debits							£128.50		
						
Plus the following receipts								
Total Income								£0.00		
Total after Direct Debits and Income					£39,298.78		
								
Cheques		Description					Total	
BACS		Clerks Salary/travel/office expenses			£337.27	
BACS		HMRC PAYE						£219.80	
BACS		Ravenscroft Tree Services					£275.00	
								
Total Cheques/bacs paid							£832.07	
Balance in Community Account October 2020                       *      		£38,466.71	
								
Bank Statement Balance as of 20/9/2020					£39,298.78	
Outstanding payments to be made to date 					£832.07	
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)		£38,466.71	
								
Coronavirus Spend from Grant ringfenced for volunteer expenses							
Total awarded								£1,000.00	
Payment made to Cllr R Silvester 						£500.00	
Banners for play area							£92.50	
Balance 									£407.50	

£10,000 ringfenced for Car Park 
								
7. Clerks Pay Increase – it was noted that the new pay scales have been issued by NALC on the 24th August 2020 and this is backdated to 1st April 2020. 
1. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

3PL/2020/0422/F Fen Farm, Oxborough Road, Stoke Ferry PE33 9QH dated 27th April 2020
New wooden log cabin with jetty on Land Adjacent the River Wissey. Would be used as a rest room / shelter when tending to the adjacent pumping station.(retrospective)
Parish Council object to this application and letter has been sent to Breckland Planning Department.
Still undecided.

20/00852/F Wellington Lodge Farm Thetford Road  Northwold  Thetford  Norfolk IP26 5NP  dated 8th July 2020
Change of use of land to outdoor wedding venue, to include siting of tipis, tents, shepherds’ huts, mobile toilets and car parking  
Parish Council object mainly because this will increase the traffic flow to a junction with restricted vision, and this could generate accidents.
Approved 

20/00881/F14 Whittington Hill Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TE dated 10th July 2020
Demolition of garage and construction of detached 3-bedroom dwelling  
Object on the grounds of overdevelopment of a cramped site.
Planning refused 5th October  2020

20/00902/F 9 - 11 Little London Lane Northwold THETFORD  Norfolk  IP26 5NH   dated 10th July 2020
Erection of Garage block and changes to dwelling.  
Approved 5th October

20/01196/LDE – 4 Pinfold Lane dated 5th August 2020
Retrospective change of use of agricultural land to residential curtilage and garden land.
No Objections still outstanding

20/01271/F Waterside Cottage 10 Common Drove Northwold dated 27th August 2020
Expansion of existing dwelling into adjacent workshop including refurbishment of existing structure, insertion of new windows and doors, demolition and rebuilding of existing derelict rear lean-to and new storage outbuilding and external works 
Still outstanding

20/01363/LB Waterside Cottage 10 Common Drove
Listed Building application: Expansion of existing dwelling into adjacent workshop including refurbishment of existing structure, insertion of new windows and doors, demolition and rebuilding of existing derelict rear lean-to and new storage outbuilding and external works at Waterside Cottage 10 Common Drove
Still outstanding


20/01381/F Walnut Lodge 29 Church Lane Whittington Norfolk PE33 9TG dated 2nd October 2020
Variation of conditions 2, 7, 8, 10 and 11 of planning permission 15/00884/F
There is an issue with noise that is caused by the diesel generator that has been installed – this needs to be reported to the environmental health
Cllr Pointeer has received a number of issues from many local residence concerning this application and it was agreed that he should send these to the Clerk so that the Parish Council can report these to the Planning Department on their behalf. 

20/01093/LA_PRE-Dove Barn Meadow dated 23rd September 
New Premises Licencing Application
Following discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council should submit the following concerns/objections to the Environmental and Licencing Department.
· Narrow entrance/exit onto A134 which has a 60mph limit
· Potential noise/disturbance seven days per week from, 11am to midnight, affecting adjacent bungalow, residents along the A134 and in Northwold.
· Concerns about adherence to Covid - 19 regulations/guidance
· Concerns about drinks and/or drug related incidents especially leaving the venue by car into A134.
· Potential disturbance to nature reserve opposite.

1. LAND & PROJECTS
9. Community Car Park – update 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that this project is no longer viable to go ahead and the £10,000 grant will be returned to the Lottery Community Fund. All Cllrs thanked the Chair for his hard work and effort that he has put into this project.

9. Land behind Normandy Close – update
This has been sold –it was agreed to take this off the next agenda.

9. Common Drove footbridge – response from Environmental agency
The water level has risen again due to the large amount of rainfall and the footpath is impassable, the chair has contacted the Environmental Agency and Highways but he has no further news on this. It was suggested that the Parish Council encourage residents to contact the Environment Agency direct. The Chair also said he will see if he can raise the issue with Radio Norfolk and EDP.
9. Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river banking – response from Borough Council
The Chair said that the Borough Council are aware of this but the Chair has had no response from them.

1. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
10. Neighbourhood Plan – update
This is still on going and there are some residences interested in this.
 
10. Planning White Paper consultation -to consider response to the Planning White Paper consultation following the email from CPRE
The Clerk will check when the dead line is for the Parish Council to respond to this.

1. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
11. To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues.
None outstanding
11. SAM2 Update
Cllr Nickles reported the following – the Sam2 recorded 57,000 vehicles in 21 days and 20% of them were exceeding 50mph, most were doing 54 – 56 mph, there was 1 at 80mpm, 85% of the vehicles were doing 52 mph or less. The speeding mainly occurs between 10pm and 4.00 am in the morning.  Cllr Nickles said that he has drafted an email to District Cllr Ryves regarding speeding on this road.

11. Whittington Garage visibility issue – update.
No update – it was agreed to take this of the agenda.


11. Footpath 6 – update.
No update

11. 20mph speed limit signs outside the school– response from Highways.
The Clerk has had no response from Highways, this will be chased up again.

11. Reduced speed outside Priory School – response from school
The Clerk had asked the School if they would like the Parish Council to try and get Highways to reduce the speed limit outside the school entrance to 40mph and they have said that they would appreciate any help with this matter although they have tried themselves with Highways, it was agreed that before the Parish Council contact Highways the would ask the school to provide any correspondence between them and Highways and also if there have been any accidents/incidents with cars coming into or driving out of the School entrance onto the A134.

11. Signage at the Westend and A134 Junction- response from Highways 
Cllr Nickles has mentioned the signage with highways and this will be discussed at his next meeting when they come to Northwold.

1. PARISH FACILITIES
12. Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments – update regarding funding
Cllr McMullen said that the Woodland Trust will give trees to the Parish Council and we need to apply online with a grid reference where the trees are to go and our application has to be in by March 2021. Cllr Raynor and Cllr Nickles agreed to meet with Cllr McMullen to look at the best places to plant the trees.

12. Operation London Bridge – update
On hold.

12. Risk Assessment – grit bin lid in Methwold Road and replacement lining for litterbin 
It was agreed that the Clerk will obtain some prices for a new grit bin and litter bin.

12. Bus timetable - West End – response from Coach Services
Coach Services said that they are not responsible for providing the new time tables, the Chair said he will take a look at the web site to see if one can be downloaded.

12. Greater Police Support in the area – reference recent fire at Diddlington Nurseries.
It was agreed to take this off the agenda.

12. Any other issues requiring action.
Play Area – The Annual Inspection is now due; the Clerk will arrange this and Fenland have been asked for a quote to fix the damaged ramp in the play area.
Sports and social club – The club is looking at putting a new lean to on the back of the building, it was agreed that they provide the Parish Council with quotes for the work and this can be put on the next agenda to discuss a donation towards the work. 

1. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
13. To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
None.

13. Himalayan Balsam - update.
The Chair said he will arrange a working party to deal with this in late spring/early summer next year. 

1. CEMETERIES
14. Monthly safety review results.
Nothing to report




14. Cemetery -records plaque– to approve the wording for the plaque prepared by the Chairman
The following wording was agreed to go on the plaque “The names of the people buried in this cemetery are listed in a book of remembrance in St Andrews Church, High Street, Northwold”. The Chair will look on the internet for manufacturers of plaques that are suitable for this

1. CLERKS PROBATIONARY PERIOD 
The clerks 6-month Probationary period was completed on 30th June 2020 but due to the Covid-19 restrictions that were going on at that time this was not discussed. However, the Chair said that he was very happy with how things are and it was agreed by all that the probationary period has been successfully fulfilled

1. Items for the next agenda.
Social Club donation

1.  DATE of next two meetings.
The 12th November and the 3rd December

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.07


Chairperson: __________________________________ Date: __________________
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