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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council –Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 7th October 2021
Held at Northwold Village Hall

[bookmark: _Hlk85017460][bookmark: _Hlk61434451]PRESENT Cllrs C. Anderson (Chair), R. Silvester (Vice Chair), M. Peake, H. Hogan, G. Gillett, M. Winter C. Pointeer, G. Raynor, A. McMullan, and Mrs Pauline Angus (Clerk).   
There were no members of the public at the meeting.

1. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES OF ABSENCE
District Cllr T. Ryves.

2. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – update on applications 
None

3. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 2nd September 2021
It was noted and the minutes amended to say that Cllr McMullan had given her apologies verbally for not attending the meeting on the 2nd September. The minutes for the meeting held on 2nd September 2021 were agreed by all Councillors present at that meeting as a true record. The minutes were signed by the Chair. The final version will be made available on the website and notice boards. 

4. PUBLIC FORUM 
No public present.

5. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
County Cllr M. Storey – Not at meeting.
District Cllr T. Ryves -Not at meeting.

6. [bookmark: _Hlk11672788]MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the agenda) 
None.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
The Chair said that the Borough Council have now agreed to include the reference number of any future TEN’s notices that are sent to Council.
CORRESPONDENCE
A Request has been received from owners of s business to trial a Pop-Up Shop selling refillable eco-friendly bottles in Northwold Village Hall Car Park – the Village Hall are dealing with this.

8. FINANCES 
8.1 Accept accounts to 7th October 2021 and agree payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer
The following payments were authorised 7th October 2021															
Balance in current account September 2021			£34,313.19										
Plus, the following receipts	
Total Income							£0.00			
Total after Income						£34,313.19			
									
Cheques/DD/BACS		Description			Total		
DD		Havenpower street light energy			£4.85		
DD		Havenpower street light energy 			£99.55		
DD		Westcotec street light maintenance 		£19.10		
DD		Anglian Water 					£5.00		
Bacs		Mrs P Angus - Salary/Mileage			£298.36		
Bacs		C Anderson - Daffodils				£20.00		
Bacs		HMRC 2nd quarter payment			£218.40		
Bacs		PFK Littlejohn - external audit fees			£240.00		
Bacs		SALC Payroll services 6 months to the 30th Sept	£54.00		
								
Total Cheques/bacs/dd paid					£959.26		
Balance in Community Account October 2021                    *     		£33,353.93*
									
Bank Statement Balance as of 4.10.21				£34,184.69		
Outstanding payments to be made to date 				£830.76		
Balance in community account (always match balance marked *)	£33,353.93*									
8.2 Conclusion of 2020/2021 Audit 
The conclusion of the audit has been received and has been published on notice boards and the website. There were no anomalies. 

8.3 Budget 2022/2023 – To discuss any projects that could impact the budget for next year.
The following will be included in next year’s budget -
Sports field – Chaffer grub annual treatment (to be noted separate from the maintenance of the club house)
Planters for flowers around the village.
Sam 2 for Whittington.

9. PLANNING
Discuss and comment on any new planning applications received, note interim planning comments and published decisions.

21/01848/F The Old Chapel 17 High Street dated 21st September 2021
Replacement windows – comments by 13th October
No objections

21/01801/LB at Waterside Cottage 10 Common Drove dated 14th September 2021
Listed Building Application: Expansion of existing dwelling cottage into adjacent workshop
No objections
The following has been sent to the Planning Department: -
Northwold and Whittington Parish Council have no objection to this application, but raise the following concerns requesting that they are taken into consideration.

Concerns over large plant and construction vehicles accessing the site, which is in the middle of the village, while the building is being renovated/altered. An agreed route to the site through the village should be required by the BC, taking into account road safety issues and nuisance to residents, particularly those living on the corner of Common Drove and on Common Drove itself.

Common Drove surface is gravel and soft earth. The developer should be responsible for the repair of any damage/wear and tear to the surface caused by vehicles accessing the site during renovation. 

Common Drove is narrow and a Restricted Byway and therefore a Public Right of Way used by dog walkers, other pedestrians and children playing by the ford. There are concerns over their safety due to the use of this PROW by large plant vehicles.

The clearing of any mud or debris brought onto High Street by plant and construction vehicles should be the responsibility of the contractors or the owner of the property. 


10. LAND & PROJECTS
10.1 Inghams Lane footbridge and subsidence of river bank – this is being dealt with by The Bridges Team, there is no date yet for the works to be carried out.
No movement on this so far, the Clerk will chase this up with the Bridges Team.
10.2 Cross Lane – response from Highways regarding public consultation
No further news from Highways regarding the enhancement of signs. The Clerk will chase up Highways regarding this and the 50 limit on Little London and the No Entry sign at Westend.

10.3 River Levels -RB3 (Inghams Lane/Common Drove) and F7 (Riverside) – update
Levels are right down at the moment, it was agreed to take this off the agenda.

11. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
11.1 Neighbourhood Plan – update
No further developments.

12. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
12.1 SAM2 Update – to report on latest data
 Over half of the drivers are exceeding the speed limit. Data is being sent to the Police.

12.2 Whittington Village Signs –update on request to Stoke Ferry to put Whittington signs on the back of their Stoke Ferry Signs in Bridge Road
This is on the Stoke Ferry Agenda to discuss and we should hear back soon.

12.3 Litterbin request for the A134 layby – update
The Parish Council has received a price from the Borough Council of £185 a year a year to collect the bins. The Parish Council will need to purchase the bin and the cover that it sits in. The bin will need to be the same as what is in the Sports field, the Clerk will check back on the model and obtain a price.

12.4 Footpaths in need of attention from Normandy Close to Church Lane on the Southside – update 
It was agreed to take this off the agenda as this is not a Highways footpath.

12.5 Accident at the junction of A134 and Methwold Road – update on recent coroner’s report
A copy of the response to the coroner’s report from Highways has been received by the PC, and the Chair has since sent a reply to this on behalf of the Parish Council.

12.6 Excessive Speeding - B1112, Methwold Road, Whittington
Highways have replied to the resident that reported this.

12.7 Inghams Lane – Tree Obstruction
This has been kindly dealt with by a resident.  The same resident has also offered to keep the footpaths clear around the village. The Parish Council would like to thank this resident - Mr Fendick for his help.

12.8 Rangers visit October –the following list of jobs have been sent to the Rangers as follows: -
· School lane- The strip of land /kerb in School Lane by the side of the allotments needs strimming
· Methwold Road and A134 Whittington -Cleaning of "Whittington" signs on Methwold Road and A134 and cutting back of vegetation around, cut around the SAM2 poles on both roads
· Corner of Church Lane and High Street Northwold -Brambles in front for the village sign need to be cut away
· Mill Drove - border of Brookville and Northwold -Chop back verge along Mill Drove to allow pedestrians to step back from traffic.  This may not be the responsibility of the Rangers and following a discussion it was agreed to contact the person that originally complained about this and ask her exactly which section she is referring to.

12.9 Any other issues requiring action
Overhanging tree in Normandy Close needs trimming, also in Normandy Close a tree is obstructing the street light. The Clerk will contact TTSR and lighting contractor  to deal with these.

13. PARISH FACILITIES
13.1 Green Projects – planting trees and hedging between allotments 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the PC will ask various groups in the village to buy a tree to be planted in the village, Cllr McMullan said she will obtain some prices.

13.2 Operation London Bridge – update
It was agreed to take this off the agenda.

13.3 Play Equipment – Northwold repairs
Updated quotes have been received for a total of £4409 – we have a grant towards this of £1440, so total cost to the PC will be £2969. Order has been placed and it is scheduled to go ahead within the next 12 weeks as the repair company is having problems with supplies, however, they are trying to source alternatives where possible.

13.4 Daffodil/Bulb planting – update regarding planting the bulbs
The Chair on behalf of the Parish Council thanked Cllr Winter and Cllr Hogan for planting the daffodil bulbs in Northwold and Whittington.

13.5 Tennis Club – Repairs to the viewing area – Update on the request for further quotes for the repairs
The Clerk has received nothing back from the Tennis Club regarding our request to see alternative quotes. The Clerk has also sent details to them of other organizations that can offer a grant towards this repair.

13.6 The Crown, Northwold
The Crown Public House is up for sale again.

13.7 Queens Platinum Jubilee 2nd to 5th June 2022 – discussions for ideas for celebrations next year
The Chair asked Cllrs to think about this and to discuss at the next meeting.

13.8 Any other issues requiring action
None.

14. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
14.1 Chaffer Grub - update 
The treatment is due to be done on Tuesday 12th October and if all goes well the reseeding can be applied two days after this.

14.2 To receive any updates or additional urgent work required.
None.
15. CEMETERIES
15.1 Monthly safety review results.
Tree stump in the new cemetery has not been removed, the Clerk will chase this up with TTSR.

15.2 Cemetery records plaque– update on new plaque
No update.

16. Items for the next agenda.
None.

17.  DATE of next two meetings.
4th November and 2nd December 2021.

With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 21.00


Signed___________________________________________Date____________________________________
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