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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 4th December 2018, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall

PRESENT Cllr R Crisp, Cllr C Anderson, Cllr M Peake, Cllr S Smith, Cllr G Gillett, Cllr N Nickles, Cllr H Hogan, Cllr C Pointeer, 
Cllr C Sharp, Cllr I Quinn, Mrs N Cooper (Clerk) 

Cllr Storey (Norfolk County Council)
3 members of the public.	

1. PUBLIC FORUM (15 MINUTES) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The update from Cllr Storey was brought forward into this item. Cllr Storey reported that the consultation for the Police and Fire amalgamation has been concluded. No changes are to be implemented. Norfolk County Council budget consultation is ongoing; all suggestions welcomed. Highways has received £12.7m from the Government for road repairs and small junction improvements. Most emergency repairs from last winter have now been completed.

2. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were none.

3. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda)
Nothing was declared.

4. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 6th November 2018
The minutes from the meeting held on 6th November 2018 were agreed by all Councillors present. The minutes were signed by the Chair as a true record of the meeting. The final version will be available on the website.

5. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only)
(Item 12) The rotten benches at Northwold cemetery have been removed. 
(Item 24b) A 4ft Christmas tree has been ordered for Northwold Church. All agreed.
(Item 8d) The name of The Pavilion has not been changed on the insurance documents as it relates to the wording in the agreement for Northwold Sports and Social Club.
(Item 8d) The need for separate insurance cover for groups using the Sports and Social Club was queried by the previous Treasurer of the Tennis Club. Clerk asked to find out how much it would cost the Parish Council to cover public liability costs for user groups at the Pavilion. 

6. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
Nothing to report

7. CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
i. On the advice of the Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk, and with regard to the proximity of the next Local Elections, the Councillor vacancy was progressed straight to advert for Co-option after the November meeting. This was posted on the website and the three Parish Council noticeboards. 
ii. Three written applications for the vacant Councillor position for the Northwold Ward had been received in writing to the Clerk and Chair; these were read out in the meeting and all candidates were present. Voting on the selection of a new Councillor was undertaken by secret ballot of the Parish Councillors at the meeting. These were counted by the Clerk and an absolute majority was recorded for Mrs Rebecca Silvester.
iii. Mrs Silvester was invited to join the meeting, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was countersigned by the Clerk, received a copy of the Code of Conduct and agreed to complete the Register of Interests to be returned to the Clerk. Mrs Silvester was formally welcomed by the Parish Council.



8. CORRESPONDENCE
i. Newsletters: Norfolk Constabulary and Norfolk Association of Local Councils
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk532210205]Email from Stoke Ferry Parish Council ref: Business Rates on Parish Councils. Noted
iii. Email from Stoke Ferry Parish Council ref: Neighbourhood Planning. The Parish Council would like to find out more. Cllr Nickles, Cllr Hogan and Cllr Pointeer agreed to attend the next meeting as observers. 
iv. Confirmation of adoption of updated Public Space Protection Order (Control of Dogs) 2018 as of 1.12.18 Noted
v. Email from Northwold Tennis Club - new lighting is being financed by the club Noted
vi. Norwich Western Link Options consultation (NCC) Noted
vii. Confirmation of Stopping up of Highway ay Former Mill and Associated Buildings, Whittington Northwold PE33 9TR Noted

9. FINANCES:
i. 2019/20 PRECEPT This was discussed in detail. A spreadsheet, produced by the Financial Working Group and added to by the Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk), had been circulated prior to the meeting and was examined by all. There has been no Precept raise since 2015/16 and the Council Tax support grant has been reduced again for 2019/20, with none forecasted for 2020/21. Reserves over recent years have been maintained by capital land sales. Figures were provided by the Borough Council regarding the cost of the Precept reflected through Council Tax for a Band D property. The current cost per band D property is £48.13. The taxbase (number of properties) in the Parish has increased for 2019/20 and therefore keeping the Precept at the current level would result in a decrease on individual Council Tax bills for the Parish element. Maintaining the Precept at the current level does not cover current outgoings in full and reserves would be relied upon in 2019/20. The Financial Working Group recommend an increase in the Precept and this was supported by the RFO. The impact of various level changes to the Precept on the five-year budget were demonstrated. Whether to increase the Precept gradually or front weighted was discussed. The RFO highlighted that the budget lines for Play Area repairs and Trees may not be sufficient going forwards and reported historic costs for these items from 2015 with a recommendation to increase. This was not specifically agreed. It was resolved that the precept be raised by 5% to £19,041.75 for 2019/20; this was voted upon and 10 agreed, 1 abstained. Clerk was asked to request this in addition to the £129 Council Tax Grant. The Clerk requested that a cap on project spend be agreed for 2019/20 to protect the contingency of 25% (£4793). It was resolved that the difference between the contingency and the carry forward balance be the maximum spend on projects for 2019/20. This was calculated at £2481.82 using projected carry forward figures as at Dec18 but will be recalculated on completion of financial year-end figures.
ii. 2019/20 Parish Partnership. As a result of the finance discussions it was resolved that no new project proposals would be submitted for 2019/20. 
Item 10. SCHOOL LANE CAR PARK was brought forward for discussion at this point on the agreement of the Chair. It was noted that there have still been no other quotes returned for the work and that the only quote is from Norfolk County Council. Even if Parish Partnership funding were gained for 50% of the project the cost to the Parish budget would be too high based on the agreed Precept for 19/20. It was unanimously agreed that the project would reluctantly need to be left for now. Thanks were given to Cliff for all of his hard work on this. Clerk to make the National Lottery Awards for All contact aware and arrange to return the funding.
iii. The accounts to December 4th 2018 were accepted, cheques agreed for signing and payments approved in accordance with the list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer (see last page of minutes). 

11. NORFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL 2019/20 BUDGET CONSULTATION: No comments were raised.

12. POLLING DISTRICT AND PLACES REVIEW BCKLWN: There is only one polling station for the whole Parish at Northwold Village Hall. Clerk asked to find out if there would be a cost impact if a polling station is requested in Whittington also. If there is no cost to the Parish this should be requested, but not if there is a cost implication.

13. PARISH FACILITIES
i. Play Maintain have undertaken the play area repairs, minus the painting as this needs to be done in the warmer weather. This has been checked by Cllr Anderson. They also repaired an additional gate at no charge. They did not have time to look at levelling the ground under Whittington swings, Clerk to still request a cost for this.
ii. Some in house items flagged up by the Play Area inspection are still outstanding. These include: Whittington Rec: remove rotten wood and logs, Northwold rec: replace sign on barriers with correct telephone numbers for padlock code for emergency services; remove goal frame and remove climbing wall posts. Cllr Anderson and Clerk to action.
iii. Whittington Play Area Survey has been completed. 13 responses were received from a possible of 83 posted which the Parish Council accepted as confirming that the majority of Whittington residents are satisfied with the status quo of the play area. Thanks were given to Cllr Pointeer for organising the survey. The Councillors were interested in the suggestion from one respondent to install owl nesting boxes and possible bat boxes. Cllr Pointeer to investigate. Next agenda.
iv. Community noticeboard cover – Cllr Anderson to contact the person who installed the cover on the noticeboard at Whittington Church. Next agenda.
v. Previous Councillor David Human has offered to continue to manage the defibrillators. This was gratefully accepted by all. Clerk to confirm.
vi. The dog bins have been monitored and they have not been overfull prior to emptying.
vii. An electric fence has been installed to stop the cattle from getting loose. No problems have been reported since.

14. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
i. Norfolk Constabulary have confirmed that there is no legislation to stop the cars from parking on Whittington Hill as this is viewed as an inconvenience rather than an offence or obstruction in law.
ii. The speed of traffic along Little London Road has been highlighted as a risk by two residents. Clerk asked to contact Highways to request that the village speed limit be extended along Little London Road.
iii. There has been a further accident at the Methwold crossroads. Placing the SAM2 near the crossroads was discussed.
iv. The SAM2 has been in full use in the Parish. Clerk asked to check with Highways on other locations for the SAM2, how this should be agreed and whether it can be used in a 60mph zone.
v. Highways have agreed the Grit bin for Whittington. Clerk to order a 90l Glasdon grit bin in yellow for delivery to Cllr Pointeer. The Grit bin on Methwold Road as reported as damaged last month is owned by the Parish Council. Cllr Anderson to recheck if the lid is still usable and if not, then all agreed that a replacement should be ordered by the Clerk.
vi. Since the last meeting the Clerk has confirmed that the bus stop on the B1112 is Parish Council owned. All resolved that there is no budget to make any changes to this. The requested for a lower speed limit along the B1112 was sent to highways after the November meeting and will be monitored by the Clerk.
vii. Other areas of concern: the bus stop opposite the B1112 shelter is still reported as being unsafe. There is no hard standing and a resident cuts the hedge to make it easier for school children to stand back whilst waiting to cross the road. Clerk asked to raise this with Highways again alongside the request for a lower speed limit. Cllr Storey also asked to look into this.

15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
i. Highways have confirmed that there is no capacity for extra cuts of highways land in the spring even if funded by the Parish Council. This was noted and a resolution passed to not pursue further for now.
ii. Extra costs from TTSR were noted to cut back Christ Church hedge (£195 + vat x 1 per annum 2018 & 2019) and to add the area of grass either side of the cemetery driveway to the cutting schedule for 2019 (£28 + vat x 16 cuts). These were agreed. Clerk to confirm with TTSR and ask them to cut Christ Church hedge.
iii. The Public Rights of Way Officer at NCC has visited Mill Drove and has responded with regards to the complaint received. He advised that the standard of the Drove is acceptable according to the standards required of a PROW. The access cannot be restricted as there are private rights of access existing. Any fly tipping needs to be reported to the Clean up team. Methwold Parish Council are looking into this. No further action requested.

16. LAND
i. Constables Charity: An email has been sent to the Charities Commission as per the action from the last meeting. There has been no response. A follow up letter will be sent by the Clerk. 
ii. The Parish Council has been contacted by the owner of a trout fishery along the River Wissey. He has concerns that the River Wissey has the potential for a bank breach which could impact on Northwold Stream. Cllr Anderson has agreed to meet the owner on site to further see where he means and what the impact could potentially be for Northwold. The owner is looking into getting the Environment Agency on site also. Cllr Crisp advised that this had been looked at in previous years and that only flood plain had been implicated. Put on next agenda for feedback.
17. CEMETERIES
i. No issues to report at Northwold or Whittington. The letter with regards to the damaged memorial has been sent and TTSR also informed again. The resident had also contacted TTSR direct.
ii. A quote for a fence to replace the damaged wall at Christchurch was discussed. A lower cost option is required. A post and wire fence was discussed as an alternative option to maintain the boundary. Clerk reported that Golden Tree Surgeons were awaiting Cllr Smiths call. Next agenda.

18. CROWN INN the pub is now permanently closed. A reduced offer has been put in by Northwold and Whittington Community Benefit Society Limited as no internal viewing has been granted. There had been no response from the vendor at the date of the meeting.

19. PLANNING
i. Commented on between meetings:
18/01541/F Removal / variation of Condition 9 of planning permission 07/02097/F Construction of 3 dwellings at land north of 62-64 West End Northwold. No objections raised.
ii. New Applications for Comment
18/02135/F, New dwelling and garage, Land Copse And Pond SE of Heathlands And W of A134A, Thetford Road, Northwold. This is an updated application. The Parish Councillors asked the Clerk to submit the same objections as previously. Clerk to action.
iii. Decisions noted
18/01684/F Construction of one dwelling at Land N of 2 Pinfold Lane Northwold Norfolk. Application permitted. Committee decision
18/01541/F Removal or variation of Condition 9 of Planning Permission 07/02097/F: Construction of 3 dwellings Land North of 62 -64 West End Northwold Norfolk Application Permitted.
18/01561/F 5 Glebe Close  Northwold Thetford Norfolk IP26 5NL, Proposed residential bungalow, Application Permitted 

20. TRAINING: Clerk to send details of New Councillor training to Cllr Silvester.
21. The date for the March 2019 meeting was agreed to be changed to Monday 4th March instead of Tuesday 5th.
22. ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING:  WEDNESDAY 9th JANUARY 2019 7.30pm, Northwold Village Hall. Nothing additional raised.

[image: ]






With nothing more to discuss the meeting closed at 9.20pm




Chairman: __________________________________ Date: __________________
Page 5:  4th December 2018
Contact: clerk@nandwpc.uk / Mrs N Cooper (Clerk &RFO) 07376 900091
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CASHBOOK BANK RECONCILIATION 4th Dec 2018

Receipts for approval

Paying In slip Amount

£0.00

Payments/cheques for approval

Direct Debit Payee Description Amount

08.11.18Wave Nov 18 Water 4.00

Cleared statement 13

12.11.18EON Electricity Sep 18 97.95

Cleared statement 14

Subtotal Direct Debits 101.95

Cheque  Payee Description Amount

30Northwold Car Scheme Westcotec 19.10

31

Westcotec

TTSR 1182.00

32

TTSR

JA Ellis 1890.00

33

Northwold Village Hall

JD Signs 16.14

34

Suffolk ALC

Stoke Ferry IDB

12.09

35Play Maintain Play area repairs Northwold 2919.60

Clerk Hours Nov 18 346.50

Clerk Mileage Nov 18 4.95

Clerk Expenses Nov 18 6.96

37C Pointeer

Printing Costs 8.50

38N Cooper

Printer Ink 31.00

Subtotal Cheques 6436.84

£6,538.79

Cash sheet Balance and Bank Reconciliation

31st March 2018 YE Balance Brought Forward  £31,226.18

Add Total Receipts to date £25,003.97 £56,230.15

Less Total Payments to date £30,524.99

CASHBOOK BALANCE £25,705.16

Bank Balance @20.11.18 Statement no.14 £33,562.96

Add uncleared receipts (as above) £0.00 £33,562.96

Minus uncleared approved payments as approved Nov 18 £1,420.96

Minus direct debits not yet cleared bank statement (as above) £0.00

Minus new payments for approval (cheques as above) £6,436.84 £7,857.80

Reconciled Balance £25,705.16

From

36N Cooper


