
Minutes of Northwold & Whittington Annual Parish Meeting 2017
held on 1st
 May 2018 at 7pm, in the Village Hall, Northwold.

Present: Cllr R Crisp, Cllr M Peake, Cllr C Sharp, Cllr I Quinn, Cllr G Gillett, Cllr D Human, Cllr N Nickles, Cllr C Pointeer, Cllr H Hogan. Mrs N Cooper (Clerk) 

Cllr Martin Storey, Norfolk County Council
0 members of the public 
1. Cllr. R. Crisp was nominated as Chairperson by Cllr Pointeer, seconded by Cllr Sharpe and elected by a majority vote.
Apologies: Cllr C Anderson and Cllr S Smith.
2. The minutes of the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting were approved as a true record of the meeting.

3. County Councillor Report
Cllr Storey advised that he has followed up on previous discussions regarding the junction from Methwold Road to A134 with County Highways Officers. The sideways visibility to the right from the Methwold Road junction exceeds the distance where stop signs will be considered. The view is across private land and currently there are no obstructions to this visibility. If there are any changes to this visibility whereby private structures obstruct the view then the County Council would have to apply to the Secretary of State to install stop signs. The A134 is currently being considered for inclusion in the main road network so upgrades may be possible in the future.

An update on the Norfolk Museums service was given. There were 426,000 visitors to the Norfolk sites over 12 months 17/18. 10,000+ school children visited Time and Tide in Great Yarmouth.
The pot hole situation across the County continues to be worked on by 27 gangs across the County. From 25.12.17- 30.4.18 there were 6728 reports of pot holes (some duplicate reports) and 3773 of these have been filled with 723 in the west area. Last year at the same time 2062 were filled, 398 of which were in the west area. The pot holes are categorised in terms of safety implications and filled in order of importance. Most should be repaired by June. There have been a number of compensation claims for pothole damage.

Cllr Pointeer asked if there are any statistics to show whether there has been an increase in traffic on the A134 since the dualling of the A11. Cllr Storey to investigate.
4. Borough Councillor Report
No report given. Cllr Peake agreed to approach Freebridge to follow up on a resident complaint that the nettles and brambles outside of Freebridge residences on Glebe Close have not been cleared despite reporting them.
5. Parish Council Chairman’s Report                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
The Chair gave a short report making reference to the changeover of Councillors during the last year and that whilst leaving Councillors will be missed and were congratulated on their service to the Council the motivation of the new Councillors is a great support in moving Parish Council efforts ever forward. She also gave commendation to the hard work of the Councillors in progressing towards a new car park to alleviate problems of congestion along School Lane, Northwold.  
6.  Reports from other village organisations
The balance of the Edmund Atmere Charity is £3933.58.
The Almshouses Charity is working towards turn the 5 houses into 4 to create an extra room in each house. Work is hoped to start before 4th June. Grants of £282,000, £50,000 and another £50,000 from the Charity Commission have been secured for this work.

7. Public Forum
No public present.
Meeting Closed at 7:20pm

