NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Thursday 8th May 2025 Time 7pm
Northwold Sports & Social Club
MINUTES
Attendees: Cllrs T. MacMullen (Chair), K. Crawley(Vice), A.  Jenkinson, G .Gillett, M, Gillet, S. Randell, G. Rayner, A .MacMullen, S. Lawrence.  Clerk: T. Cunnell
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	 Welcome
Chairman welcomed attendees to meeting, and thanked Mrs Rita Nickles and Cllr Mavis Gillett for the refreshments.
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	Chairmans report
· Thanks to clerk who started this time last year
· Thanks to previous chair for all his hard work especially for the budget work
· Pleased by public attendance and engagement at meetings, but still need 2 councillors for Whittington so asked people to consider joining.
· Play park roundabout removed and replacements are being looked into, further updates over next couple of months.
· Little Wissey River: Thanks to John Martin and Ian Harper for all the work they have done and that the EA have taken an interest in their reports and are carrying out some works and that Diddlington Fisheries have said they will sort out breach issues .
· Dog walking now allowed on playground and there has been no complaints about litter issues.
· No planned development in either village 
· Cranswick the objections have been a success by combining forces with surrounding villages. Cranswick may make an appeal to SoS.
· Thanks to Gerald for all his work on monitoring the roads and combining efforts with Methwold Parish Council
Thanked all councillors for all their hard work and continued interest
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	Reports from local community organisations
Reports were received from the following individuals and organisations.

Cllr Tom Ryve BKLWN councillor 
This report (attached) was read out by the Chair who also noted that Cllr Ryve has kept us well informed on council matters and give thanks to him. 

Cllr Martin Storey Norfolk County Councillor

Cllr Storey gave a verbal update on the following
· Received document yesterday which was feedback from the Devolution feedback from consultation and final report on Devolution plans from county needs to be submitted at end of September to central Government.
· Lack of elections was due to NCC taking the decision to go for priority devolution programme. He personally abstained as did not believe that residents should be denied elections.
· More consultations about devolution and local government reorganisation to come and final details will be issued soon.
· To remain vigilant about the Cranswick farm planning application as he suspects it will go to appeal.

Chairman tanked Cllr Storey for his support and updates throughout the year.

Susan Parker-Smith Whittington Church
Susan reported on the following:
· Really busy year and it’s the 150th anniversary this year.30th May & 1st June have celebrations to mark the anniversary.
· New sound systems installed
· Getting heating upgraded via Eco church
· New benefice of 12 churches with a new administrator  including Northwold Church and there is anadvert out for new rector.
· Tiny Tots struggled over winter due to cold meaning they had to miss a few weeks, so changed format to a once a month community drop in with a tots play area.
· Running breakfast church and coffee churches with simple services
· Holding Songs of Praise by the river again this year and this will be advertised soon.
· Fund raising bingo has been held more events to come.
· Took part in bike ride for all the churches to raise funds
· Generous donation from a tiny tot parent received for new notice boards
· Grateful for Council holding some meetings in the church.

Northwold Village Hall 
Report received prior to meeting (attached) and read out by clerk

Northwold Sports and Social Club
NS&SC Chairman reported on the following:
· Lots going on with a variety events including a ceilidh, bingo and professional sports people chats which were very popular
· Raised about £2k for charities
· 17/18 volunteers keeping the club running
· 5th July is 50th anniversary including ABBA tribute night and a funday from 2pm
· More music events including Elton john tribute band and comedy nights to come
· Darts and pool team as well as  football club, bowls and tennis club
· Need to encourage more locals to use the facility and come to events
· £5 a year membership which entitles member to discounted events tickets.                                                                                                                                                                     

Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr A. MacMullen reported the following
· Lost a few members but have a new people in the village are interested in joining
· Vigilance is key keep an eye out, if you are worried about anything let me know as a coordinator we get straight through to the police.
· Keep a look out for elderly neighbour and make sure you lock your doors and windows.
 
Bowls Club

Bowls club chairman reported:
· Season started last week and rund till the end of September.
· New roof has been put on club by members so reduced the costs. 
· Maintaining 5 league teams
· 3 players play for Norfolk County teams
· Bowling green is bowls England standard
· Losing members and out of 26 members only 3 come from village,d not sure if they will have enough for a team next year as have lost 5 member this year.
· They have been advertising but there has not been any interest.

Chair thanked everyone for attending meeting and providing reports 
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	Public open forum
A member of the public asked about potholes and highways repairs, as there did not seem to be any progress in getting repairs done.

Cllr Storey responded and advised to always complain via Norfolk County Council website as highways works are data driven.
Chairman closed the meeting


                               


Chairman
