MINUTES OF NORTHWOLD AND WHITTINGTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

HELD ON THE 25TH MAY 2023 AT 7.30PM NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL


Present Cllr M Winter, A Bennett and G Rayner and Mrs Pauline (Polly) Andre (Clerk)
There were five members of the public. Borough and County Councillors were not present.

1. WELCOME

Mark Winter welcomed everyone to the meeting and a introduction from everyone present was exchanged.  Mark explained that we were not quorate as only 3 nomination forms had been received for the 4th May Elections.  As a Parish Council we need 4 to be quorate therefore the agenda is only to read out Reports from the Outgoing Chair who has retired and read reports from village organisations.  A new election will be held on the 22nd June 2023 and closing date for nomination forms was today at 4pm. 


2. PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMANS REPORT

Throughout the year the Council continued its normal work responding to planning applications and dealing with highways issues, footpaths and bridges, the Sports and Social Club, sports field and play area.

 In respect of panning applications, the Council had particular concerns regarding further housing development off Methwold Road, Whittington, housing development on the Coal Yard, Northwold and major plans to increase the size of the chicken and pig operation on Methwold Farm although the latter was not located in the Parish. However, the Council were extremely concerned about the significant increase in service vehicles using the designated route, or alternative routes, through the Parish. 
   
We continued to monitor traffic levels and speeds on the A134 and in Northwold and Whittington, and the B1112 in Whittington, providing important information to the police and the County Council. However, this has not persuaded the County Council to reduce the speed limit on the A134 to 40mph or install traffic calming measures and speed cameras on the B1112.

 A new seven-year lease on the Sports and Social Club was agreed, and financial support was provided to assist its further development. I wish to put on record the Council’s thanks to the unpaid volunteers who continue to provide this important facility and hope, with the support of the Parish Council, that the club continues to flourish. Financial support was also provided to the Bowls Club.

 The infestation of Chafer Grubs on the sports field needed some further attention, but for the time being appears to be under control. 

The offer of land as a community facility off Whittington Hill from Mr. Gilmore was given serious consideration, but was eventually not accepted by the Council, preferring to develop the play area on the existing playing field.

 As trustees of the Constables Charity, the Council, following a request for ideas from residents, agreed on three projects to be part funded by the Charity. These were; Major development of the playground in Whittington, a Community Orchard on land in School Lane, Northwold, and the refurbishment of the Village Hall car park in Northwold. At the time of writing, work on the Whittington play area is about to commence, the Community Orchard was formally opened on 7th May 2023, but the Village Hall car park has stalled, due to problems of communication with TTSR. 

 Other matters and activity during the year included the Northwold in Bloom project, the agreement of various Council policies, maintenance of Council assets, replacement of the footbridges in Inghams Lane and Common Drove, Northwold, change of bank account from TSB to Lloyds, and agreement to try to persuade the Post Office to restore the mobile post office in Northwold and Whittington.

Throughout the year there have been two Councillor vacancies, and it is of some concern that we have been unable to fill these vacancies. Unfortunately, due to resignations and the number of Councillors seeking re-election for 2023/24, the Council will not be quorate. As a consequence, the Council agreed the transfer of some funds to the Borough Council so that financial transactions can continue, and the delegation of powers to the clerk. The Council has also agreed to initiate a recruitment drive next year and we hope that this is successful.
In September 2022. Pauline Andre (Polly) was appointed as Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. She has proved to be an excellent clerk, and I wish to thank her for her efficiency and support in the eight/nine months that we have worked together.
​
I would also like to thank County Councillor Martin Storey and Borough Councillor Tom Ryves for their support and their input into our meetings. And of course, thanks to all Parish Councillors for your attendance at meetings, your input, work and support, and hope that as a group, with vacancies filled, and within the limited powers we have, you can continue to look after the interests of the residents of our Parish.

Cliff Anderson
Chairman 
May 2023

3. NORTHWOLD SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB


MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM WERE AGREED AS A CORRECT RECORD OF THE AGM
WITH NO REPORTS OR OUTSTANDING MATTERS ARISING
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2022 – 2023
Welcome to our A.G.M.   It’s good to see members of the public in attendance this evening.
It’s been a pretty successful year, albeit a strange one for me personally.  My thanks to all my
fellow committee members for their support during my mother’s illness and passing, it was a
real strength to me.  I would also like to thank Sue John for stepping in and becoming our
Secretary after Brenda Pettitt stepped down.
We still have many clubs using the facility and as a village asset, we found ourselves providing
many moments for wakes, parties and outdoor events on the playing field.  It would be nice if
more villagers used the Club, but we continue to provide an excellent facility for all to use.
Thanks
Tony Waring  
SECRETARY’S REPORT  2022 - 2023
As most of you will know, I took over the Secretarial duties for the Club in March of last year
after Brenda Pettitt stepped down.  I have continued to take the Minutes at meetings of the
Club’s Committee Members and I subsequently post the Minutes on the Club’s general WhatsApp
group.  If anyone spots any errors or wishes to amend anything in the Minutes, then please do
let me know and I’ll happily amend them.
During this last year it came to light that the inverter for the solar panels had ceased to work
and this had a subsequent knock-on detrimental effect to our electricity bills, which left us owing
a considerable amount to Eon.  The inverter has now been replaced and the system is working
properly again.  The outstanding balance on our electricity account has been addressed with the
Club repaying the arrears by increasing the monthly payments over a 6-month period and the
balance is now decreasing.  The bill has been received from Gooch Electricals for replacing the
inverter and passed to the Parish Council.  We would like to thank the Parish Council for paying
for the replacement of the inverter for which we are grateful.
Thank you.
Sue John
SOCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT 2022-2023
We had a successful year holding such events as quizzes, karaoke, music nights, together with a
bike and car show, plus bingo and successful cinema nights.  We have also continued to have
pool, darts, weddings and wakes together with social evenings.
We are expecting the coming year to be busy with many events already booked to include a
speedway talk from a former world champion, a comedy night and many other social events.
Thank you  
David Lavender
2
​
TREASURER’S REPORT 2022-2023
Please see the Treasurer’s Report which is attached.
There are only 2 points to highlight – we don’t seem to have paid any rent.  Can GG please check
with the Parish Council to ensure we have been billed for the rent.
MR confirmed there were only some minor discrepancies with the till balancing, which is to be
expected and thanked everyone for their help.
Michael Rickard
TW:  
 I would like to say a big thank you to Michael for his hard work in keeping up with the club
finances.
SOCIAL MEDIA SECRETARY’S REPORT
HM  
confirmed she was happy to continue to post events on social media and in the Village Life
and asked that when posts are placed on Facebook, could as many people as possible “like” the
posts which will ensure the posts remain visible and towards the top of the page.
AOB
TW:   
The football has been successful this year and the Bowls will re-start in May. Pool, Darts
and the VMCC are all going well.  The tennis court is still being used, but the re-surfacing of the
court is not realistically financially viable.  Ruth Huggins agreed to chase up Tim for a quote and
Carol Sharp who previously advised she was speaking to the Parish Council in relation the
tennis court.  Ruth advised the court does need cleaning and she was concerned that jet cleaning
may make the surface worse.  She did however confirm that there had been a lot less leaves and
the moss was not as bad now the walnut tree had been cut down.
TW:  
Thank you for attending and for your continued support.   Let’s look forward to a successful
2024.
Meeting closed @ 8.05pm
Next Committee Meeting to follow this AGM.


4. NORTHWOLD BOWLS CLUB

On behalf of the Northwold Bowls Club we would sincerely thank the Parish Council 
for your recent donation. We were very lucky that we could reduce the cost of the 
work required to £1500 by using volunteers from the bowls club whom ages are at the lower scale of our membership.

The path work was urgently needed so our players and visiting teams could carry on 
playing in safety. Our season has only just started but we do have approximately 60 
games throughout the season half of which are at home.

Like many other sports our finances were badly hit with Covid but we still had to 
maintain our green and all the equipment that is required to keep in a playing 
condition. Naturally the green was not cut so short but cutting, scarifying, spraying etc
had to done and as I am sure you know none of this comes cheap. Thankfully another season has started and I am very happy to say that even though we
lost a couple of members we have since gained those numbers back and 2 more.
We all are looking forward to getting out on the green and playing the game that is 
harder that most people believe and getting satisfaction when it goes right.

Once again, we thank you all and hopefully, we may see some of you come and try. 
Everybody is always welcome. 
Yours sincerely

Roger Preston 
Hon Secretary/Captain

5. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH



The Northwold Neighbourhood Watch group was launched in June 2019 and sits under the umbrella of the Norfolk and National Neighbourhood Watch Schemes. 

Our group covers the village of Northwold only, and does not extend to include the parish of 
Whittington. There are currently 96 individuals signed up to the scheme, all of who have filled in and signed a registration and data consent form, either electronically online, or by way of a paper form.

There is a coordinator and assistant coordinator who are responsible for the registration of 
individuals and maintaining a list of those members. 
The membership is divided into 9 watch groups, based broadly on groups of households, each with a dedicated Watch Keeper being allocated to each group. The Watch Keeper is responsible for disseminating information to their group, and also being the first point of contact for any concerns from members within their allocated group. There is currently one vacancy to be recruited to due to poor health. 

In addition, there is a private Facebook group which has 40 members. This group is updated with Neighbourhood Watch information, and any local issues and alerts that residents need to be made aware of, for example, thefts in nearby villages.  

We have an identified and allocated local beat officer, who is based at Downham Market police station, and have an excellent working relationship with her. Reports to her and her predecessor regarding local incidents and/or concerns are followed up swiftly.  
Since our launch, there have been 2 meetings with members of Northwold Neighbourhood Watch, including coordinators and Watch keepers, and our local beat officer. These have provided an opportunity to hear about local crime, trends and incidents, receive safety advice, and in addition to ask questions of our Police. Unfortunately, with Covid-19 there was a gap in these meetings taking place for a period of many months. It is anticipated that a further meeting will be scheduled for the latter part of this year.

Anne Sherman 
Northwold Neighbourhood Watch 
Assistant coordinator 
22 nd May 2023.






6. WI

During the last year Northwold WI had 28 members.  We had a wide range of speakers including a gamekeeper from the Stow Bardolph Estate, our Community Police Officer and a moving re-enactment of Edith Cavell the night before she faced the firing squad.  In addition to our monthly meetings several members regularly meet up for lunch and in June we gathered for a full afternoon tea.  We celebrated HM Queen Elizabeth II’s platinum jubilee by inviting the village to enjoy tea and Victoria Sandwich cake in the village hall and we included a display of coronation memorabilia.  Earlier this month we celebrated the coronation of King Charles III with a similar format.  On both occasions we were pleased to be able to thank the village for the support they give our WI.  We held another successful Yard Sale on the Early May Bank Holiday – we were pleased that over 50 villagers chose to take part.  It was certainly a busy morning with plenty of visitors from all over Norfolk, and beyond!   We are looking forward to the coming year and to supporting other village organisations.


OPEN FORUM

1. Question was asked how did we come up with the idea for the Coronation Garden – poll went out to the Parish via Facebook.  There were no minutes published as these falls under the Charity of which the Parish Council is Trustees.  Some villagers have said the area does not look nice as it is now overgrown.  Initial concept was for it to be a wild garden but comments would be noted and mowing had Mark said he would mow a path to allow access to the benches.  
2. Villag in Bloom what was happening with this?  On hold at the moment but two planters in Whittington are being maintained and the area arrange the village cross.
3. Member of the public stated another villager has lots of ideas and things to say but has not turned up tonight.
4. Communication between Parish Council and residents need to be improved and suggested a booklet.  Once the Parish Council is quorate some will be allocated the task of communication. Some discussion on the Northwold & Whittington news letter that used to be free and distribution was 583.
5. Cllr Bennett was thanked for his work in upgrading the playground at Whittington (work to start in the few weeks).  Cllr Bennett said he had received criticism about no dogs and play equipment but he had done his best and the playground can be further developed in the future. Said he was committed to getting a crossing, across the A134, the needs of the village have changed and feels Whitington has been left out in the past. Mark said that the window for applying for CIL funding is in July so we will miss out on this next round.
6. Council was thanked for all its work and a suggestion was made that pictures of all the new council was placed on the board.


Meeting Closed at 9.10pm


