MINUTES OF NORTHWOLD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5TH 2013
Present: Mrs R Crisp-Chair, Mr F. Eglington, Mr A Collins, Mr M Peake, Mr A. Jenkinson, Mr G Gillett
1 member of the public 

Mrs Crisp welcomed all to the meeting. 

1.  To receive and consider accepting apologies for absence: Mrs S Leet, Miss A. Muir, 

Mrs V Lynch
2. Declarations of Interest made: none

2.1 To consider dispensations: none
3. To agree the minutes of the meeting of 01/10/2013: 
Mrs Crisp went through the minutes identifying and discussing matters arising:

· Mrs Crisp had taken photos of the riverbank; it is disintegrating each time it rains. The Clerk has received a reply from the Environment Agency saying the riverbank is the responsibility of the owner; advising the Parish Council to contact Norfolk County Council which the Clerk has done.
· The Training bursary of £100 has been paid into the bank

· Mr Collins is still dealing with the streetlights; a few people have said they do not like the lights; there has been one complaint about the light shining through a window. It was noted that some lights are on electricity poles and BT’s permission would need to be sought to install lights on their poles, which would be very expensive.
· The Borough Council suggested putting a sign on the dog waste bin so users would only use the bin for dog waste.
· Mr Jenkinson has rolled the field seven times in the last month and cut the grass.

· Mr Jenkinson has spoken to the person whose car was parked on Methwold Road; the car was still parked there. The clerk was asked to put an article in Village Life asking for the pavements to be kept clear.
· The bin has been installed; it was noted that the Borough Council has 8 bins recorded for Northwold but they only have 4 costing £90 per annum. 

· It was noted that the rubbish on the field is not too bad
The minutes having been previously circulated were signed as a true record; all Councillors agreed.
4. Matters arising from the minutes (for information only):
Dealt with in item 3
5. Reports:
5.1 Chairman’s report:
· Photos were taken of the collapsing river bank which were circulated to Councillors

· A letter has been received from the Cricket Club asking the Parish Council to help pay for the cost of keeping the field clear of moles. Mr Peake to contact the Drainage Board and notify the Clerk of the outcome. The Clerk to get 2 quotes for the work and send a letter to the Cricket Club; the Parish Council would be prepared to contribute to the cost of removing moles.
5.2 Clerk’s report: 
· PCSO Clare Law has sent her apologies; she asked that Village Halls be aware as there is a rave planned in a hall in Norfolk on 16th November; she advised people to secure oil tanks and reported that several cats had gone missing recently.
· A reply has been received from the Play Equipment Group; they will look into setting up a date for a meeting with the manufacturer, Mr Jenkinson and Mrs Crisp. The Play inspection report has been received; the Clerk went through several areas of concern.  It was agreed that Mr Jenkinson would talk to the Chair of the group and give her a copy of the inspection report.
6. To Consider and give an update on:
Streetlighting: there are still two lights to be replaced; the contractor will replace as soon as possible. There was a discussion on how many lights there were; Mrs Crisp will count them. It was noted that it might be a good idea for the Parish Council to pay for another light, which could be taken from the money saved on the electricity. 

Manor House: the dispute is ongoing but it should be dealt with in a month to six weeks.
Play Equipment: dealt with in Clerk’s report.
Lightsource Community Benefit Payment: 
The benefit could be split between two community buildings. The Sports and Social Club wanted more detail; Clerk to send a letter giving more information asking for a reply within 14 days.

Litter Picking and Employing a Litter Picker:

Mrs Muir had tried to contact the Co-ordinator for unpaid work offenders 5 times and had received no response.
Meeting suspended
OPEN FORUM
A member of the public reiterated that more detail should be given to the Sports and Social Club on the Lightsource Community Benefit.
Meeting reconvened
7. Accounts to be presented for approval of payment November 2013
	The clerk presented the invoices and cheques for payment:
Payee

Net 

VAT 

Inland Revenue (Post Office)

Gross

K & M Lighting  (October 13)

£44.80

£8.96

 

£53.76

K & M Lighting  (November 13)

£44.80

£8.96

 

£53.76

CGM (September)

£329.21

£65.84

 

£395.05

Northwold Car Scheme

£171.11

 

 

171.11

NALC

£40.00

 

 

40.00

Eon

£124.06

£24.81

 

148.87

Staff remuneration

£244.95

 

£35.40

280.35

Mrs M Maguire Stationary

£24.50

£4.90

 

29.40

Poppy Appeal

£17.00

 

 

17.00

Staff Mileage

£128.00

 

 

128.00

Total

£1,168.43

£113.47

£35.40

1,317.30

Councillors checked the invoices; the payments were approved, all Councillors agreed.
7.1 To Consider the Budget for 2014/15
The clerk presented the budget for 2012/13, 2013/14 actual, predicted to 31st March 2014 and a draft budget for 2014/15. The clerk went through the 2013/14 budget, identifying that the car scheme has cost more than budgeted for, however the final overall budget would be very close to the budgeted figure.

The Clerk went through the draft 2014/15 budget, it included:

· A 30% decrease in the cost of streetlighting

· An increment for the Clerk which would need to be approved by Parish Council

· £1,000 to replace other streetlights

· A small increase for administration/auditors fees, subscriptions, insurance, hall hire, training and donations
· An increase for the car scheme

· An increase in reserves

· Money for play equipment, chaffer bugs and election fees

With a proposed increase of approximately £4,000 for the precept bearing in mind that Council Tax figures had not been received from the Borough Council; we do not know if the Parish Council are getting a grant from the Borough Council which they had last year. 

The significant cost of grass cutting was discussed; the Clerk advised that tenders be sent out to try to reduce the cost.  Mr Jenkinson offered to cut the grass on the field. It was noted that Mr Jenkinson had already cut the grass and cannot keep cutting the grass for free. The Clerk was asked to contact the insurance company to ask if the Parish Council decides to cut the grass would they be covered; to be put on next month’s agenda.

The Clerk recommended that the precept be raised due to the following points:
· A significant amount of the reserves had been used this year
· It was recommended to have running costs for 6 months

· Needed reserves for contingencies, play equipment and election costs

· Parish Council’s may be capped to a 2% increase in future years

· Norfolk County Council have significant budget cuts which may mean Parish Council need to pay for things in the future

· NALC recommended Parish Council’s increase the precept significantly

After much discussion about the impact on people and the need to keep the increase to a minimum the Clerks recommendation was not taken and it was agreed to raise the precept by £1,000 proposed by Mr Eglington, seconded by Mr Peake, all Councillors agreed.

The Clerk noted that the figures had not been received from the Borough Council yet which may impact on the precept. The decision could not be revisited.

7.2 To discuss and update the asset register:
The Clerk forgot the asset register; to put on next meeting’s agenda

7.3 To discuss and consider whether to purchase The Good Councillors Guide for Councillors; it was agreed to purchase a copy for all Councillors
8. Planning 
Mr Peake would not be taking any part in planning discussions or decisions.



8.1 To receive any planning decisions after the agenda was produced: none received
8.2 To consider any planning applications after the agenda was produced: 
13/01581/F Proposed single storey flat roofed extension at 71 High Street Northwold-support
13/01398/F Variation of condition 15 of planning consent 13/00735/FM installation and operation of solar farm and associated structure at Field at OS 573940 298864 Thetford Road Northwold-no objections

9 To receive and Consider Correspondence:
Letter from Hawkins Ryan Solicitors regarding work undertaken on behalf of the Parish Council in 1994 asking if the Parish Council would like their 2 storage boxes of files returned. The Clerk to send a reply advising that the Parish Council is looking into it. To be put on the next agenda for discussion with Miss Muir.
Parish Partnership Fund boosted by £50,000 SAM road safety funds to £200,000.
Wickstead Leaflet, 10% off play equipment
Better Broadband information sheet
Chairmanship Skills training taking place on 26th November

Letter from the bank, they need more information to change contact details; Mrs Crisp to take information to the bank.
10. Any Further reports/items for the next agenda:
The trees need cutting back at West End; Clerk to send a letter.
The meeting closed 9.31pm
1 27/11/2013
                                                                                                     

