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Northwold and Whittington Parish Council – Ordinary Meeting
Tuesday 3rd December 2019, 7.30pm
Northwold Village Hall
[bookmark: _GoBack]
PRESENT Cllr R Crisp (Chair), Cllr Cliff Anderson (Vice Chair), Cllr G Rayner. Cllr G Gillet, Cllr A MacMullen, Cllr C Pointeer, Cllr B Silvester, Cllr N Nickles and Mr James Howard (Clerk). 

Five members of the public attended the meeting. 

1. PUBLIC FORUM (15 MINUTES) 
The land behind Normandy Close was discussed as it is being sold by the Church Commissioners. The future of the land is not known and details of the sale have not been made available to the current tenant, the residents or the Parish Council. The Council will seek urgent information and pass this on to residents as soon as it is available. Given useful information the Council will call an urgent extraordinary meeting to update people and discuss any options.

2. LOCAL AUTHORITY REPORTS
New legislation comes in from January 2020 regarding bus services, mostly for market day services. The PSV Accessibility Regulations (disabled access) will probably make it too expensive to maintain these services. More information will be available on the Norfolk CC website or by contact with Rachel Ward on 01603 224352. Clerk to advise details for village magazine.

Free fire safety advice is being provided at Norfolk Libraries e.g. at Downham Market on 5th December 10am to 12 noon. Further information is available on the website.

Boundary Commission consultation has been extended up to 11th February 2020 with a decision expected in August 2020.

£6000 is available for highway improvements with details on the web page. 

3. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 Apologies received from Cllr Ryves.

4. VACANCIES & CO-OPTION 
David Human re-applied and was unanimously accepted.

5. MEMBERS’ DECLARATION OF INTERESTS and DISPENSATION REQUESTS (for items on the Agenda) 
None received.

6. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING held on 5th November 2019
Approved and signed.

7. REPORTS AND MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (for information only).
Whittington issues – Chair reported no response from the police so no update available.
The Clerk gave a report on highway issues (attached for reference).
Dumping by the river has not all been removed but again there was no update from the police available and it remains their responsibility.
The issue of vehicles entering Cross Lane and becoming stuck was discussed. Residents are still not happy but no response has been received from Highways.
The next positioning of the SAM2 equipment is to be on Church Lane if possible.
Issues with School Lane are to be left until next spring.
Signs for Little London – Cllr Nickles to report back.
Work requested for TTSR has been completed.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
i. To consider a request received for outdoor yoga – contacted but no response received.
ii. To consider correspondence received from the Charities Commission – response being prepared. 

Cllr Anderson outlined the requirements of the Charity Commission in respect of the sale of the Constable Charity land. The following resolutions were agreed unanimously; 
  
  		   1. The Parish Council agrees to the Charity Commission's draft scheme and the new purpose. 
  
     		   2. The Parish Council agrees to apply for a scheme 
  
It was also agreed to wait until the land was sold to apply for the permanent endowment restriction to be released.

iii. To consider a request for a grant received from the tennis club – it was felt that the tennis club should first seek a grant elsewhere which the Council would then consider match funding. Clerk to inform them of this decision.
iv. To consider an approach to Operation London Bridge - Cllr MacMullen to consider and advise.

9. FINANCES 
i. Accept accounts to 3rd December 2019 and agree cheques to be signed and payments to be approved in accordance with list prepared by Responsible Finance Officer – agreed and signed.
ii. Financial Working Group to meet before January to and advise on budget.
iii. To start discussions on Precept setting for 2020-21 – an increase of 5% was agreed by all.

10. PLANNING
i. Beech Lodge application was considered and there were no objections.

11. LAND & PROJECTS
i. To receive an update on the proposal for a Community Car Park - chair has discussed with Highways regarding the entrance. An application for funding has been submitted to the Parish Partnership. A National Lottery bid is to be submitted soon. Planning permission would be required and work would not commence before next March at the earliest.  
ii. To receive an update on dumping on the field at Common Grove and the presence of oil in the river – covered elsewhere.

12. CONSULTATIONS: Discuss and resolve on response.
i. To consider producing a Neighbourhood Plan – after a discussion there was a desire to move forward and seek support from the community. Clerk to help and check availability of a presentation for the near future.

13. HIGHWAYS AND STREETLIGHTING
i. To receive a report from the Clerk on outstanding Highways issues – received and attached to minutes.
ii. SAM2 Update – covered elsewhere.
iii. Update on bus stop improvements B1112 (opp. shelter) NCC – no new information available.
iv. Note any items for Rangers and resolve on any additional urgent action required – potholes on Methwold Road were discussed (although not a Rangers issue). It was felt that the public should be encouraged to report these themselves particularly as exact locations are required. The web address for reporting is https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roads/road-maintenance/potholes

14. PARISH FACILITIES
i. Play Area Inspections 2019 and actions arising – to be chased by the Clerk.
ii. Northwold Telephone Box Glazing – work is progressing satisfactorily.
iii. Community Noticeboard cover – chair reported that one sheet of Perspex would be £60.83 or three for £155.09. It was agreed to do all three.
iv. Any other issues requiring action – the bus stop coach services timetable is badly damaged. Clerk to chase.


15. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
i. To receive any updates or additional urgent work required – none received.


16. CEMETERIES
i. Monthly safety review results – no issues
ii. Cemetery records board – no report available yet.


17. Items for the next agenda and to consider the date of the next, and future, meetings.
For next agenda – mole problems on the sports field.

18.  DATE of next meeting: Tue 7th January 2020 7.30pm, Northwold Village Hall. 
Then agreed to be the first Thursday of the month from February onwards.







The meeting closed at 9.20 pm
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