	
	
	



NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 6th June 2024 AT 7.00 P.M. 

Present: Councillors: Bennett (Chair), Nickles (vice-chair), A MacMullen, T MacMullen, Raynor, Randell, M Gillett, G Gillett, Jenkinson, Parker-Smith. Clerk: Cunnell
 

                                                                  MINUTES
	24/08
	Apologies for Absence
None received

	24/09
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
Councillors Jenkinson, M & G Gillett highlighted non pecuniary interests in item 24/18 as they or close family work at the school, and or are members of Social Club Committee.

	24/10
	Minutes of Previous Meetings       
 Council agreed and moved the minutes which the chairman signed from the Full Council Meetings on 2nd May and 24th Apr 2024.
Cllr Randell joined meeting at 19:10

	24/11
	Chairmans Report                                                                                                                The chairman delivered a verbal report covering the following items:
· Pre-election (Purdah) conditions
· Not meeting 4th July as it is polling day
· All items now to be directed through clerk as proper officer.
· Reduction of printed items due to cost and stationary budget nay be exceeded, also the environmental impact of paper usage.


	24/12
	Reports from District & County Councillors                                                                   Cllr Ryves delivered a verbal report focussing on the election and the candidates, Cranswick planning issues especially the quality of the report from Methwold Council and the over 7000 objections. The objection group has raised over £7000 for legal representation as part of their objection to the planning application.
Cllr Storey arrived and delivered a verbal report Cranswick about new information coming forward and it may be worth holding a public meeting to obtain public comments and opinions on the planning application.

	24/13
	Public Participation Time                                                                                             The meeting was adjourned to allow the 6 Members of the Public to speak with the following questions being asked.
· Could the resident at 54 West End be contacted to cut back the hedge overhanging the footpath. Council will contact them to request this is cut back.
· 7 Methwold Road has a lot of waste on the property front garden, who can be contacted to remove this. Council informed resident it is a Freebridge property so they will need to be contacted either by phone or online form.
· Issues with potholes on Little London Lane, and if there was a trust still that has money to assist with repairs. Council replied that highways have previously donated spare aggregate end tarmac to residents to repair the unadopted road. Council is unaware if a charity still exists and advised them if they know name of old charity to contact the charities commission. Council will also ask previous councillors if they have any information on the charity.
· Drains on have not been cleared, council are aware of issues surrounding Little London Road, but these issues relate to highways and this council has no powers in this matter, so residents do need to deal directly with highways. Individual councillors have been reporting issues.
· What has council done in respect of Cranswick planning application.
· Council built original objection on traffic issues which is a material planning consideration. Application is not within parish boundary, but council has agreed to update their objection and have asked to become a statutory consultee on the application. Council will send a representative to the meeting when it comes up.
· Is there an update on planning for Hovels Lane as an enforcement officer was due to attend. Council advised for them to contact the enforcement officer directly.
Meeting was reopened.


	24/14
	Matters arising from previous meetings.
  Councillors gave the following updates:
· Cllr Jenkinson has been asked to dispose of an item and had an offer of £20 for a piece of equipment, so he will conclude that transaction.
· Cllr Bennett reported on Whittington Park trees. 1 fallen tree and 3 trees that need urgent works for safety reasons. Three companies have been approached for quotes but only one has come back. Cllr Bennett to prepare a paper of options for next meeting.
· Northwold play area to be replaced and working group to bring a brief around funding, ways of consulting, types of equipment etc forward to a future meeting for consideration.
· Signage required on playing fields to stop dogs being walked on it, this includes spectators at football matches. Cllr Randell will produce a poster to put on the Facebook Forum.


	24/15
	Financial Regulations & Standing Orders Policy  
Both policies were circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.
Councillors discussed the documents.
Cllr A. MacMullen proposed, and Cllr Raynor seconded that the updated Financial Regulations be adopted.
Resolved: Updated Financial Regulations be adopted.
Cllr Bennett proposed, and Cllr Nickles seconded that the updated Standing orders be adopted. 
Resolved: Updated Standing orders be adopted. 
Councillor Parker-Smith left meeting at 20:10

	24/16
	Payments                                                                                                 Chairman deferred payments to the meeting on 27th June 2024   


	24/17
	SAM2
Councillors received a paper on potential SAM2 out of warranty actions.
Councillors discussed the matter and the issue of funding in year.
Cllr Raynor proposed, and Cllr Randell seconded that no action would be taken at this time as there was no budget line for the cost, however if an underspend is identified later in the year this may be reviewed.
Resolved: No action would be taken at this time as there was no budget line for the cost, however if an underspend is identified later in the year, this may be reviewed.


	24/18
	Request for use of Playing Field
Cllr Randell expressed a non-pecuniary interest as she works at the school.
To receive and discuss a request for use by Sheridan School to use playing field:

Councillors discussed the request including the following issues.
· Payment for usage by all users including other sports clubs, for maintenance.
· Permission sought for enrichment on a Friday afternoon.
· School can pay a hire charge if required.
· School currently has no children from villages, but this is not necessarily the case in the future.
· Request a donation to help with upkeep.
· Charges need to be reasonable and current leases and agreements may need to be revisited. 

Cllr A. MacMullen Proposed and Cllr Jenkinson seconded that permission be granted to Sheridan School for Friday enrichment sessions free of charge at least until January 2025 whilst the agreements with all other users are reviewed. However if they wish to make a donation they may.

Resolved: Permission be granted to Sheridan School for Friday enrichment sessions free of charge at least until January 2025 whilst the agreements with all other users are reviewed.



	24/19
	Use of Safe Storage for Council Assets

Council discussed collation of council documents and assets into a secure location that could be accessed by councillors and clerk, thus reducing continuity risks with the turnover of staff and councillors. It also addressed any potential data protection issues of documents being held in private residences.
Action point: Clerk and chairman to identify assets and documents for storage so appropriate location can be sought.


	24/20
	Planning applications 
 Councillors responded to the following planning applications received:
	Application
	Address
	Request

	24/00563/F 


Decision:
Supporter

	Land South of 2 High Street High Street Northwold Comment:
High quality infill development
	Development of five dwellings, garaging, vehicular and pedestrian access, and other associated works and infrastructure; demolition of buildings and wall.


	24/00797/F

Decision: 
Supporter
	36 West End Northwold
	VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 OF PLANNING CONSENT 21/02353/F: Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of replacement dwelling



Chair suspended standing order 3x to allow meeting to exceed 2 hours 




	24/21
	Councillor Training

Councillors discussed paper received and type and cost of training.
Two quotes were received:

Quote A
In person sessions 2-2.5 hours long (starting at 7pm) or full day
£370 plus vat for one session or £690 plus vat for 2 sessions or a day, plus council to pay for hire of venue.
Quote B
2 x evening online sessions on zoom of 2.5 hours £330 plus vat

Councillor A. MacMullen proposed and Councillor Nickles seconded that Company B be chosen for delivery of training.

Resolved: Company B be chosen for delivery of training.


	24/19
	Clerks Update  
Clerk updated on following items:                                                                                                             
Planning training
The Planning Department are running Parish Update Sessions again this year, as follows.
Thursday 12 September 2024 – 5.30pm to 7.30pm
Thursday 19 September 2024 – 4.00pm – 6.00pm
Both sessions will be held in the Assembly Room, Town Hall, Saturday Market Place, Kings Lynn.
Councillor Co-option
Permission has been granted for the parish to go out to co-option for the councillor vacancy so an advert can so out next week for selection at the 27th June meeting.


	24/20
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 Due to the date clash with the election on 4th July and requirement for AGAR to be signed before end of June the next meeting will be held Thursday 27th June at 7pm, a further meeting in July can be called if necessary.
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