NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD IN NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2024 AT 7.00 P.M. 

Present: Councillors: Nickles (Chair), A MacMullen, T MacMullen, M Gillett, G Gillett, Jenkinson, Parker-Smith, Crawley. Clerk: Cunnell
                                                             MINUTES
	24/76
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllrs Randell and Raynor


	24/77
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	24/78
	Minutes of Previous Meetings    
Agreed and Chairman signed the minutes from the Full Council Meetings on 16th Jul 2024 and the Employment Committee 22nd August 2024

	24/79
	Chairmans Report
Chairmans report covered the following topics:
· Received VAT claim refund
· Clerks Contact has been issued
· Northwold playground replacement is a long term project of 2-3 years that will involve a public consultation
· Starting to look at budgets for 24/25 and building up the reserves which have been depleted.
· Leases and other potential sources of income will also be reviewed later in year. 
· Language in emails has become aggressive in some emails so a reminder to be respectful in all communication.


	24/80
	Public Participation Time                                                                                             The meeting was adjourned to allow Members of the Public to speak.43 members of the public were present. The following topics were covered.
· A member of the public brought up the state of footpaths and his communication with highways, county councillor and clerk. The highways engineer has agreed to a site meeting, but no date set yet.
·  Flooding remains a concern with a member of the public asking if any progress has been made with EA. The EA have informed council that the bank issues are the responsibility of the riparian owners.
· A member of public updated that the formation of a dog walking club has been put on hold as it is currently considered unnecessary following information received from Borough Council. 
· On the subject of dog walking views were received both for and against dogs being allowed on the playing fields.
· A member of the public asked about what the council are doing about repairing the unadopted Little London Road and the situation of the Charity. Clerk has requested highways that if they have any unused materials, they could consider giving them to the residents for use. Clerk is contacting Charities Commission to try and get online access to the charity.


	24/81
	Reports from County and Borough Councillors
Cllr M Storey, County Councillor gave apologies.
Cllr A Reeves Borough Councillor gave an update on Cranswick planning application saying that the environmental report should be received this month, and that Methwold Parish Council will be holding a public meeting that everyone in Northwold and Whittington is invited to. 


	24/82
	Matters arising from previous meetings
  Councillors noted following updates:
· Councillor vacancy has gone to co-option, notices have been circulated.
· Common Drove: Walk around common has been cleared. Any issues on paths that are Rights of Way can be reported directly to the County Council on their website.
· Football goal net removed from Whittington playing field.
· Contractors contacted about clearing nettles on Whittington playing field.
· Constable Charity information in respect of Little London Lane, the charity objects were changed several years ago to whole parish and not just that lane.


	24/83
	Dog Walking in Northwold
Councillors discussed information received from the borough council and the views received via many emails over last few months. The areas of discussion were:
· Dog fouling, and that under the PSPO borough were supportive in enforcement if individuals provided photographs and were prepared to speak in court.
· The leaving of dog pooh bags on ground in hedges is littering and again borough content to support enforcement. 
· Generally, the PSPO is policed by consent
· Signage should be put up to respectfully ask dog owners not to walk on football pitch.
19:52 Meeting suspended to allow Football Club representative to talk about maintenance and cleanliness of pitches. Dog walkers and club to liaise about clearing the pitches prior to matches
19:58 Meeting reopened 
· Borough Council very clear that the majority of responsible dog owners should not be penalised for the actions of the minority.
· Suggested moving of Hovels Lane dog bin to entrance of playing fields
The chairman presented an amendment to the agenda motion.
Cllr Nickles proposed, and Cllr Parker-Smith seconded that the dog walking restriction is lifted on the Northwold Playing Fields.
Resolved


	24/84
	Review of policies
The new grant policy was presented and reviewed.
Cllr Parker-Smith proposed and Cllr T MacMullen seconded that the Grant policy be adopted.

Resolved


	24/85
	Internal Audit recommendations
Clerk reported the following
· Accounts now moved on to Scribe accounting package
· Bank has two person authorisation
· Clerk contract issued
· Playpark inspection completed and booked in for next year. Inspection sheets are ready
· Clerk to contact charity commission to gain online access to charity


	24/86
	Payments 
 
Payments were noted and approved.

Cllr A MacMullen proposed, and Cllr Crawley seconded approving payments

Resolved


	24/87




	BCKLWN Gambling Review: Statement of principles

Section 349 of the Act requires that the Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk consult with Norfolk Constabulary, one or more persons who appear to the authority to represent the interests of persons carrying on gambling business in the authority’s area 
The proposed changes are minor as nothing new has been implemented since the last version was approved. There is an update to the area population figure, slight amendments to wording and changes to the consultee list.

Decision: Council do not wish to submit comments.



	24/88
	Review of Budget Codes 
In preparation for budget development, review of budget codes and potential projects for financial year 25/26

Cllr A MacMullen proposed, and Cllr Crawley seconded approving cost codes
 
Resolved


	24/89
	Review of Local Plan
The revised local plan is out for consultation https://www.west-norfolk.gov.uk/info/20079/planning_policy_and_local_plan/951/local_plan_review_2016-2036_examination
Chairman reported:
·  Northwold (Key rural service area) tier 4 and Whittington tier 5 (rural village) categories respectively.
· There are no development targets for Northwold or Whittington which is why the maps have been removed.
· There are windfall targets of 9 houses until 2040
· Anything affecting the conservation area is now a material consideration.
· You cannot join two settlements together. 

Decision: Council do not wish to make comments.


	24/90
	NCC Parish Partnership Scheme
Councillors discussed criteria for projects and how to fund any suggestions.
Councillors will send details to clerk so these can be costed with highways officer. 


	24/91
	Open Spaces
Mr Martin shared the following information on the River Wissey report he has developed.
· Have researched causes of flooding, and the very wet winter has caused further issues.
· Have written a letter from interested community to the riparian owners and the Environment Agency to set up a meeting to discuss the issues.
· Have drafted a report to submit to the environment 
· The area of the issue lies withing Breckland
· Environment Agency have provided flow rate data.
· Letter will be sent to NWPC so they can review and decide a way forward.


	24/92
	Planning Application
To consider the following application and decide comments for submission.
Reference	24/01398/F
Address	Land Adjacent Former Coal Yard Thetford Road Northwold                         Norfolk IP26 5LW
Proposal	Erection of 2 X 5-bed dwellings with garages and change of use of land to large community garden and reading room (with drainage field below) to serve neighbouring residential development.

Decision:  No Comment


	24/93
	Clerks Update                                                                                                               No further updates


	24/94
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 Next meeting 3rd October 
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Date
