NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL
 ON THURSDAY 3rd OCTOBER 2024 
Present: Councillors: Nickles (Chair), M Gillett, G Gillett, Jenkinson,
 Parker-Smith, Crawley, Raynor, Human. Clerk: Cunnell

                                                                MINUTES
	24/95
	Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Randell, T MacMullen, A MacMullen


	24/96
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	24/97
	Minutes of Previous Meetings    
Agree and chairman signed the minutes from the Full Council Meetings on 5th September 2024

	24/98
	Chairmans Report
Chair reported that he had been out looking at footpaths with County Officers and consulting on dog bins and signs but would go into detail on later agenda items.


	24/99
	Election of Councillor
Candidates spoke and David Human was proposed by Cllr Nickels and seconded by Cllr Rayner.
Resolved: Mr David Human elected as the new councillor for Whittington Ward.


	24/100
	Public Participation Time                                                                                             Members of the public were in attendance and spoke on the following matters:
· Footpath site meeting with Cllr Nickles a member of the public and a highways officer
· Dog walkers enjoying using the open spaces and working together with football club but concerns from other members of the public that dog walkers from outside parish also now using areas.
· Overhanging hedges on footpaths, these have been reported to highways.
· Concerns about people parking at the Bowls Club and sports facilities.
· Amount of litter and rats on playing fields
· Request for additional information about External Audit and AGAR form. Request for a clarifying financial statement about final AGAR.


	24/101
	Reports from County and Borough Councillors
Cllr Storey (County) reported on
· the Methwold Industrial Animal Rearing Applications: Pig Unit. Om 3rd September an application to vary the existing Environment Agency permit was made. This Permit is separate from planning permission, though an application needs both. The EA should start a public consultation by Tuesday 15th October.
· He also gave thanks for the work parish councillors were doing in respect of speeding and road safety
· Issues around rise in solar farms on cash crop areas
· NCC leader working with Defra on blue tongue to gain support to stop the spread in the county
· Issues with pylons across the county that are not proving for this area but taking electricity elsewhere
· Funding to become available for new bus stops
· Update on larfin plaster in schools 15 of 60 surveyed need immediate work.
· Tree packs and tree protection guards to become available to parish councils and communities including a limited number of single Norfolk Oaks
· Winter fuel payments, help will become available further information will be forthcoming.
Cllr Allun reported on:
· There was a 1000% increase in land being used for solar farms
· Cranswick planning application, the applicant has added ammonia scrubbers into all of the sheds.


	24/102
	Matters arising from previous meetings
  Councillors noted the following updates:
· Footpaths: chair had done a site visit at School Lane with county officer and white markings on road indicate where repairs will take place. In the next financial year Highways are looking to slurry footpath and kill weeds but there is no money for road repairs.
· Moving of dog bins: Chair will be consulting with residents close to proposed sites before applying to move bins
· Dog signs, there are free signs that are available from Borough Council which we will be receiving, but will need to look at what other signage is required.
· Bus Shelter, there is some ivy but currently there are bees living in it so will not remove it until they have moved. Will ask rangers on next round of visitors to attend to the bus shelter.


	24/103
	Renewal of Borough of Kings Lynn & West Norfolk PSPO for Dog Control
Councillors reviewed the documents and there were no comments put forward for submission to the consultation on behalf of the council.




	24/104
	Creation of Savings account for reserve funds

Clerk requested the opening of a savings account to account for the reserves and CIL money separately to improve financial transparency and accounting.
Cllr Rayner proposed, and Cllr Jenkinson seconded the opening of a savings account.
Resolved To open a savings account for reserves and CIL money




	24/105
	First draft of 25/26 budget

Copy of proposed draft expenditure budget had been previously circulated, councillors discussed figures and no further expenditure was put forward.  


	24/106
	Internal Audit recommendations
Clerk reported the following.
· Charities commission had been contacted to try and gain access to online account however currently there was no reply but clerk will chase next week.
· Increases to reserves are being looked at as part of draft budget and there is a 5 year plan to bring the general reserve to 50% of operating costs.
· Second quarter financial review is due next month.
· Monthly financial controls and bank reconciliations are up to date.


	24/107
	Payments  
Councillors reviewed payments and receipts.
Cllr Rayner proposed, and Cllr Crawley seconded to approve and note payments made in September 2024.  
Resolved:  Approved payments made in September 2024


	24/108
	Open Spaces
Councillors received the following update:
· River Wissey. Dr Martin reported that the footpath had stopped being flooded for 2 days but this was now an issue again. The EA has been doing some weed cutting at the confluence of the Wissey. Residents on the Cranwich to Mundford stretch may be unaware of flooding as it is not visible to the public from highways and footpaths. Dr Martin is awaiting replies from recipients of his report. Clerk reported that she had also sent the report to the Norfolk Strategic flood Alliance and they had said to contact them again once we had hear back from report addressees.


	24/109
	Removal of slide
Council considered the removal of the slide versus the hiring of heras fencing to secure the area. 
Chairman closed meeting
A member of public offered to take down slide and take it to the scrap merchants.
Chairman opened meeting and councillors discussed how volunteers could remove the slide and the gaining of quotes to remove slide.
The following actions were requested to move this item forward:
· Clerk to gain quotes to remove slide from suppliers
· Clerk to discuss insurance for volunteers with insurance company.
· Clerk to create volunteer risk assessment if appropriate
· Item to be brought back to council 
 

	24/110
	Clerks Update                                                                                                               Suggestion to start to look at local emergency plan for the villages as part of the wider district and county plans. 


	24/111
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 Next meeting is Thursday 7th November



