

NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD IN NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL
 ON THURSDAY 7th November 2024 
Present: Councillors: Nickles (Chair), A MacMullen, T MacMullen, Jenkinson,
 Crawley, Raynor. Clerk: Cunnell
                                                               MINUTES
	24/112
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Councillors: G. Gillett, M Gillet, D. Human and S. Randell


	24/113
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	24/114
	Minutes of Previous Meetings    
 Council agreed and Chairman signed the minutes from the Full Council Meetings on 3rd October 2024

	24/115
	Chairmans Report
Chairmans report covered the following topics:
· Reminder for everyone to report highways issues such as potholes and damaged signs directly on the road maintenance page of Norfolk County Council Website.
· Budget planning remains on track with increases in NI being taken into consideration
· Brief newsletter of AGAR issues now on website
·  Resignation of Councillor Parker-Smith
· Council will be processing the councillor vacancy shortly
Council wished to express its thanks to Cllr Parker-Smith for all the work she had done for the council and Whittington in particular and wish her well in the future. 


	24/116
	Public Participation Time
Members of the public spoke on the following matters:
· The need for some people to park at bowls club after comment at last meeting, but this was minimal.
· Could council ask the land owner at Commons Drove to cut back the hedge as it is obstructing footpath.
                                                                                          

	24/117
	Reports from County and Borough Councillors
Cllr Storey NCC gave his apologies
Cllr Ryves BKLWN reported that the Rough Sleeping Strategy had been published and that overall numbers in the area had reduced. Also the need for parishes and members of the public to participate in consultations about The Cranswick poultry and pig farm operations. 
BKLWN have set up officers to assist residents with winter fuel payments.

	24/118
	Matters arising from previous meetings
  Received following updates
· Footpaths in Whittington and Church Lane repairs have been carried out
· Hovels Lane dog bin in too poor a condition to move so anew one will be purchased and applying for bin emptying by the Borough
· PSPO signs have been received from the Borough and fitted to the small playground. Other “clear up after your dog” signs are being made


	24/119
	Financial updates to note

The following was noted by council

· Savings account has been opened
· £7562 transferred to general reserve
· £700 transferred to ear marked reserve
· £6614 CIL money transferred
· Total transfer £14,876
· New CIL payment received £5166.42 that will be transferred to reserve account


	24/120
	Second draft of 25/26 budget

Council reviewed the draft budget, and clerk went through budget lines where there had been changes. The pay increase and increase in NI had been included in the draft budget, however the impact on contract costs such as grass cutting still need to be realised and clerk is discussing this with contractors.

Motion: Cllr A. MacMullen proposed, and Cllr Rayner seconded that the budget be approved in principle and brought back to January meeting to be finalised after remaining costs are received.

Resolved


	24/121
	Internal Audit recommendations

Clerk reported:
· No red status items
· A previous clerk had managed to contact the Charites Commission and update the clerk and Cllr Rayners details. Charities Commission should then send link to allow access to online account.
· Need to confirm playground checks process



	24/122
	Payments  

The payments and receipts for October 24 were presented.

Motion: Cllr A. MacMullen proposed, and Cllr Rayner seconded that the payments for October 24 be approved.

Resolved

	24/123
	Open Spaces
Received the following update from Mr Harper about River Wissey
1. Further responses to our submission, including from the EA
 
2. Arranging discussions(s) with a) Craig Laws (EA Asset Performance Team Leader, Kings Lynn and b) Robert Kelly (NCC Strategic Flooding Alliance representative)
 
3. In October the EA undertook manual weed-cutting in the Little Wissey downstream of Riverside as well as machine clearance further downstream.
 
4. Little Wissey water level is now substantially reduced and FP7 is again accessible though still very muddy and overgrown midway between the channels.
 
5. Thanks to a parish councilor and member of the public we have access to excellent quality and informative drone photos of various parts of the Wissey valley. These will be shared with Clerk.
 
6. A councilor and member of the public put us in contact with a property owner experiencing groundwater issues in the Cranwich area. We held a follow-up site visit.  
 
7. Courtesy of another landowner we had a site visit to the north bank of the Didlington section that we had not previously inspected.  This added further support to our reported conclusions and more background to some ‘sensitive’ aspects of the issue.
 
8. Preparation activities we observed at the EA Northwold weir compound suggested that engineering works would be conducted on the side channel.  

Playgrounds

The Chairman reported that council is aiming to replace old equipment but there is currently no timescale for this, so a maintenance schedule needs to be developed. Cllr Crawley has produced a report on the Whittington equipment with options to resolve some of the issues. He will also do an assessment and report on the Northwold equipment to be presented at the December meeting.


	24/124
	EA Consultation on Methwold Pig Farm Permit application
IP26 4RJ, Wayland Farms Limited, EPR/XP3632QE/V003: environmental permit consultation - Environment Agency - Citizen Space

Councillors discussed the circulated information and agreed to submit an objection to the Environment Agency which councillor Tim MacMullen will write and circulate prior to clerk submitting it.


	24/125
	Parish Traffic Issues

Councillors reviewed and discussed the  paper circulated by Councillor Rayner, about the following sites:
·  Whittington Hill section near shops etc 
·  Northwold section between Sheridan Schools and HRA. 
·  Roundabout at Whittington 
·  Pedestrian access Whittington Hill 
Councillors acknowledged the high-risk areas and the issues with speeding, with recent incidents highlighting this. In regard of the pedestrian access in Whittington villagers would have to say what they wanted and why as we have no evidence of foot traffic.
Highways to be approached to enquire if the parish council paid for the consultation would the county council commit and pay for actioning the findings. 
It was noted that the new development at Stoke Ferry will increase volume of traffic on the main road.
Once a reply reference the consultation and actions has been received this item will be brought back to council.


	24/126
	Removal of slide
A method statement and risk assessment was circulated to the council and  Councillor Crawley will be onsite to manage works carried out.
Motion. Councillor Nickles proposed, and Councillor Rayner seconded that A councillor will manage the operation of the removal of the slide by volunteers.
Resolved.


	24/127
	Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan: Publication of proposed Main Modifications and Additional Modifications: Invitation to make representations Norfolk County Council - Proposed Main Modifications (oc2.uk)

Councillors briefly discussed the consultation, but no comments will be submitted.  


	24/128
	King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Local Plan 2021-2040: Main Modifications Part 2 (Gypsy, Traveller, and Travelling Showpeople) Consultation (17th October- 29th November 2024)
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (June 2023).  
 
1. Schedule of Main Modifications Part 2 (GTT) [F122]; and
2. Schedule of Main Modifications to Policies Map (GTT) [F123]
 
The above-mentioned documents are supported by updates to the Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal Addendum [B13] and Habitat Regulations Assessment [F124].

Councillors briefly discussed the consultation, but no comments will be submitted.  Cllr Rayner will contact the owners of the Glamping site to make sure they are aware of consultation


	24/129
	Clerks Update  
      The process for the councillor vacancy has been initiated.                                                                                                       

	24/130
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 12th December 2024 




