

NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
    FULL COUNCIL MEETING OF NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL
THURSDAY 12th DECEMBER 2024, 7.00 P.M. 

                                                                MINUTES
Present Cllr Nickles (Chair) Cllr A MacMullen Cllr T MacMullen, Cllr Rayner, Cllr Randall,Cllr Crawley, Cllr G Gillett  Clerk T Cunnell.
	24/135
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Cllrs: M. Gillett, A Jenkinson, D Human


	24/136
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	24/137
	Minutes of Previous Meetings    
 Agreed and signed the minutes from the Full Council Meetings on 7th November 2024. Employment committee minutes deferred to January meeting.

	24/138
	Chairmans Report
Chairman gave a report covering the following:
· Thanks to members of public for being involved during the year
· Congratulates Clerk on successfully completing probation and thanks for her work during the year.
· Still lots of work to be done to get council on track 


	24/139
	Public Participation Time                                                                                             
A members of the public talked about the following topic:
· Potholes getting larger and highways have not been back to do the work on the items that they marked previously.

	24/140
	Reports from County and Borough Councillors
Cllr Storey arrived at 19:21 and discussed the following:
· Devolution and how the subject is being discussed again
· County Council has £44.5m deficit to balance budget £33m in savings identified so far with a public consultation out about budget
· Inheritance tax for farmers
· Gritters covered 2200 miles of roads in 3 hours in Norfolk
· £1.5m available for new Dentistry School
· Poetry project by Norfolk Libraries
· There is a planning application for 5.5 acres of solar panels coming forward shortly.


	24/141
	Matters arising from previous meetings
Cllr Randall arrives 19:22
  The following updates were given.
· Footpaths: Work has been completed so matter now closed
· Moving of dog bins: collection has now been arranged so bin can now be ordered but new criteria mean top of bin cannot be more than 650mm. 
· Dog signs: Litter bin by church has no dog signs but borough Council inform that they can be used, and stickers removed. Have also received a request for a dog sign at entrance to car park which the council will put up.
· Traffic survey: Council discussed the potential of using any underspend to go into a project to pay for this. However note that Highways do not guarantee to carry out and pay for any actions identified.


	24/142
	Internal Audit recommendations
Clerk reported the following:
· Now able to access online but no annual reports or accounts have been submitted for several years. Clerk to speak to Charity Commission on advice how to move forward.
· Playparks are an agenda item later in meeting so will be dealt with there.


	24/143
	Payments  
Cllr Rayner proposed and Cllr T MacMullen seconded to approve and note payments.   
Resolved


	24/144
	Open Spaces

John Martin gave a verbal update on progress with the River Wissey issues. 
· Held an informal meeting with representatives of the EA and Norfolk Strategic Flood Authority. We took them to two accessible sites.
· The NSFA representative Robert Kelly appeared (very briefly) on BBC Look East the same evening in a piece about flooding in Welney. The EA representative Craig Laws is a team leader from Kings Lynn.
· We did not expect commitments to be made at that information-sharing discussion. Both representatives agreed to follow up  our questions. We await responses.
· Our first report had been sent to EA technical specialists, who agreed the validity of our conclusions.
· The EA reviewed its ongoing maintenance programme and noted that further specific clearance work would shortly be carried out in the Side Stream . 
· Since the meeting we received a letter from the Chairman of Didlington Fisheries Ltd thanking us for our information. It did not close the door for future contact, as it asked for an update, which we will provide.
· EA responded to an updated FOI request:
· Up-to-date flow data from the Northwold Weir confirms continued high Side Stream rates during much of  summer/autumn 2024.
· The EA confirmed that their civil engineering contractor had mobilized equipment to site in Autumn 2024 to carry out bank repairs to the Side Stream in their compound.  However, and significantly, high water levels caused this work to be postponed.
· We are still playing catch-up to discover the history  of  previous engagements. We have now heard from three attendees at a meeting some years ago with Liz Truss and a representative from Didlington Fisheries.  Clearly we are going over ‘old ground’ though we are certainly adding new analysis and information.
·  Despite enquiries to Norfolk Rivers Trust, and at our meeting, we have not established any information about possible sources of funding. 

Clerk reported the following on cemetery and memorial testing
· No clear information on ownership of sites, clerk to further investigate
· There is one day memorial testing training available , testing is once every 5 years
· Need to establish if cemetery is open or closed, clerk to contact diocese


	24/145
	Planning Application
To consider the following application and decide comments for submission.

Reference	24/01757/F
Installation and operation of 214kW of ground-mounted solar to power the irrigation system associated with Pooly Farm. 

 Land At E575727 N295931 Thetford Road Northwold

No objections raised

Supporter no additional comments.




Name: Wayland Farms Ltd 
Planning reference: 22/00860/FM

Address: Feltwell Farm, Lodge Road, Feltwell, Thetford, Norfolk, IP26 4DU
Details: Demolition of existing buildings and construction of new buildings in connection with pig finishing provision and other associated works
Planning reference: 22/00866/FM
Address: Airfield/ Methwold Farm, Brandon Road, Methwold, Norfolk, IP26 4RJ
Details: Demolition of existing poultry sheds, construction of 20 new poultry sheds, 4 workers' dwellings and associated infrastructure.
After discussion original objection is still extant and to be reiterated.

	24/146
	Grounds Maintenance quotes
Clerk sent out to 3 companies for quotes, however only 1 companied replied.
Councillors requested the Chair and Vice Chair to be informed when contractors attended site

Cllr Nickles proposed, and Cllr Rayner seconded to accept the 3 year contract quote from company A

Resolved


	24/147
	Removal of slide
Chair updated that the slide had been successfully removed and £31 received in scrap value.
Heras fencing in still on site but will be removed shortly
Council expressed they’re thanks to Mr Fendrick who greatly assisted with the works. 


	24/148
	Playground Maintenance 
Councillors discusses playground maintenance including:
· Money in budget for maintenance, jobs to be quoted for and prioritised
· Need to get works on roundabout quoted and completed
· Clerk to arrange inspection training
· Clerk to circulate check list
· Cllr T MacMullen to carry out Biweekly visual inspections of the Northwold playground and Cllr Human to be asked to do the checks in Whittington.



	24/149
	Norfolk ALC AGM
Cllr Randall was unable to attend, so council will review minutes when published.


	24/150
	Request to bid for CIL funding
The chair reiterated that the request was for CIL funding and not for grant funding from the precept.
Councillors discussed the request for money towards the restoration of the village hall in particular work required on the rear wall and guttering.
There were some concerns about future maintenance. 

Cllr Nickles proposed and Cllr T. MacMullen seconded that £3500 of CIL funding be transferred to the Village Hall for the restoration of the rear wall and guttering

Resolved


	24/151
	Clerks Update                                                                                                               No update


	24/152
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 Next meeting is  Thursday  9th Jan 25



Meeting closed 20:47


Chairman
