NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
    FULL COUNCIL MEETING
NORTHWOLD VILLAGE HALL THURSDAY 6th FEBRUARY 2025, 
Present Cllrs T MacMullen, A Jenkinson, A MacMullen, S Randell, G Rayner, G Gillett, M Gillet, K Crawley. Clerk T Cunnell
MINUTES
	24/168
	Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Cllr Human and Cllr Nickles


	24/169
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	24/170
	Minutes of Previous Meetings    
Agreed and signed the minutes for the Full Council Meeting on 9th January 25  

	24/171
	Vice Chairmans Report
The following report was given:
· Resignation of the Chairman Cllr Nigel Nickles. Acknowledgement of the huge amount of work that he had done for the council and that this was integral to the improvements the council has made. A vote of thanks agreed by all councillors.
· Vice Chair would step up to the Chairmans role and an agenda item to elect vice chairman will be on next agenda. Chairman will be staying but detailed times when not available for meetings.
· Chairman and Clerk attended a meeting with Alistar Beale and Fiona Richards of BKLWN at Methwold Parish Council to discuss Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and other Parish matters. He outlined commonality in some issues such as speeding and requested Cllr Rayner get in touch with Methwold PC to share the speeding information he has. Cranswick planning was mentioned but there was no discussion, however the thoughts are it will be refused and go to appeal.
· A desire to replace roundabout and other outdated playground equipment as soon as possible.



	24/172
	Public Participation Time 
A member of public asked is there was any progress with the Environment Agency engagement on the River Wissey and was informed that with it will be dealt with later in the agenda.                                                                                            

	24/173
	Reports from County and Borough Councillors
Councillor Storey was present and made the following comments
· He sits on the planning committee so happy to accept any questions and comments, in particular about the Cranswick application which is going to committee on 4th April
· Norfolk and Suffolk have been accepted onto the Priority Devolution scheme and so county elections are cancelled.
· He abstained from vote on cancelling of elections as did not believe that his residents agreed with that.
· There will be an 8 week consultation for residents about devolution being published shortly.
· There will be a directly elected Mayor being elected in May 2026
· District and county councils will be disbanded if unitary council set up, and a letter is expected soon to inform next steps.
· The Norfolk County Council full budget meeting is being held on 18th February.

Cllr Tom Ryes gave apologies but sent the following report.
· Cranswick application. A date of 4 April is being put forward for this planning application to be heard. The consultative comments by the pc were most comprehensive and covered a lot of points in exceptional detail for which I and many others are most grateful.
· Local elections. The may county council elections have been deferred and the powers that be at NCC are busy setting up the admin for the new Mayoral County Combined Authority, which I assume will cover Norfolk and Suffolk. The Borough council will have a debate on devolution and local government reform on 13 February. Like many I worry that the voice of rural areas such as ours will be lost
· The feedback from the council leader and the CEO following the recent meeting held with Methwold parish council was very positive, and the two parish councils are seen as leading parish councils by the borough. The CEO took copious notes of matters raised and we expect a response shortly. I hope also that the two parish councils will start to work together more, and attend each others meetings!


	24/174
	Matters arising from previous meetings
  To receive and note updates:
· Dog signs: Dog signs have been received and will be installed by Cllr Crawley.
· VE80Cllr A MacMullen reported that the Northwold Village Hall and the Women’s Institute plan to do an event the Sunday after the national event, which includes afternoon tea and 1940s music as well as an art competition. They requested a donation and this will be looked at the next meeting. 
· VE commemorative Flag to be purchased
Constable Charity: Annual submission has been sent for 2023/2024 and there is a remaining balance of £437 which can now be paid to Village Hal as previously agreed.


	24/175
	Planning

VARIATION OF CONDITION 1 AND 2 OF PLANNING CONSENT 21/01419/F :
VARIATION OF CONDITIONS 1 AND 2 AND VARIATION/REMOVAL OF
CONDITION 3 of Planning Permission 18/01541/F: Construction of 3 dwellings
2 West End Barns West End Northwold THETFORD Norfolk IP26 5NE

Supporter no additional comments


	24/176
	Replacement of play park roundabout

Clerk reported that the quote has not yet been received. Councillors discussed the safety of the site and will fence the roundabout off in the short term, and investigate removal.


	24/177
	Payments  

Councillors noted and approved payments presented for January 2025

Proposed Cllr G Gillett seconded Cllr S Randell 

RESOLVED  


	24/178
	Financial Year End arrangements 

Councillors discussed the arrangements for any forecasted underspend at year end, in particular transferring some or all of this money into reserves and to have a minimum bank balance of £15k as precept will now be paid in two instalments. This allows funds to be earning interest in the savings account.

Cllr Crawley proposed and Cllr A MacMullen seconded that underspend be transferred to reserves split 50/50 between General Reserves and  Ear Marked Reserves. Minimum bank balance is to be maintained at £15k

RESOLVED



	24/179
	Open Spaces
To update and discuss progress on open spaces issues
· River Wissey . Clerk provided the following information: Starting this week and continuing through to March (weather permitting) Maltby Land Surveys will be undertaking channel survey of the river Wissey on behalf of the Environment Agency.  The survey will be used to update our flood models to assess the flood risk from the watercourse.  For the duration of the survey, staff from Maltby Land Surveys will carry their company photo ID card which they will be willing to show upon request. Clerk has been invited to the River  Wissey catchment area meeting in March
· River Wissey : Mr Martin sent in the following report:
 Maltby Land Surveys

We tried to find out about the objective and scope (particularly the area to be covered) of this survey from our EA contact Craig Laws (Asset Performance Team Leader at Kings Lynn).  He knew nothing of it but would investigate.  We gather he has since been on holiday but will send a reminder.

Didlington Fisheries Meeting

We were hoping to have arranged a date by now, but have had no further feedback. Will chase again.

Little Wissey Flooding Status

Conditions remain much better than last winter, despite the large volume of water entering the Little Wissey upstream.  So far, conveyance remains good.

A short period of flooding at FP7 commenced shortly after 6th January,  but ceased again around 12th January, with high but good flow along the channel.

Today, 4th Feb, FP7 is dry (although muddy in its central part).  The Little Wissey is flowing well, and waterlevel is unremarkable.

Close to the Little Wissey, FP7 is treacherous underfoot as fast-flowing water flooding along the footpath has caused erosion.  Hardcore and in some places rough brickwork laid probably several decades ago has been exposed and partly broken up. It may be an idea to investigate the possibility of some reinstatement, though this would need to be resilient to future flood events.
· Tree Survey: Clerk requests a map of tree sites to send to contractor. Chairman Cllr T MacMullen to provide this.
· Whittington bus shelter: Cllrs G & M Gillett cleaned the bus shelter and the majority of the “litter” was leaves and twigs.
· SAMS: Cllr Rayner reported that speeding issues are severe and potentially a gate type fence such as the one in Hockwold could be a solution on the B1112 could be a solution. Cllr Storey still has funding for minor highways projects that could be used for this.


	24/180
	Future council meetings 
Council discussed the need to change dates or venues for future parish council meetings as Northwold Village Hall now have regular Thursday bookings. Councillors are to ascertain the availability of the Northwold Sports and Social Club for future meetings. 


	24/181
	To review position on leases and permissions to use council assets.
There was a discussion that highlighted that current arrangements were either not documented or were not robust in their constitution. Council is minded to ensure that in the future such arrangements would be made into formal agreements that benefit both parties and meet all current legislation, but currently the status quo remains whilst further work is done on this issue. 


	24/182
	Clerks Update                                                                                                               No further updates


	24/183
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 6th March Northwold Village Hall 



