	
	
	



NORTHWOLD & WHITTINGTON COUNCIL
    WHITTINGTON CHURCH
THURSDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 2025 7.00 P.M. 
                                                                MINUTES
Present: Cllrs Crawley (vice-chair), Lawrence, Jenkinson, M. Gillet, G Gillet, 
	25/43
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Cllrs Rayner, Randell, A. MacMullen & T. MacMullen


	25/44
	Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations 
None received

	25/45
	Minutes of Previous Meetings       
 Councillors agreed and Vice Chair signed the minutes from the Full Council Meeting on 3rd July 25

	25/46
	Reports from District & County Councillors   
Apologies received from Cllr Storey Suffolk County Council
Cllr Ryes BKLWN reported on the following:
· Votes to be taken this month on the BKLWN position on devolution/LGR
· Norfolk & Suffolk submit devolution proposition at end of September, the result is expected Feb/Mar 26
· Large grant awarded to Kings Lynn Guildhall

Cllr Jenkinson left the meeting


	25/47
	Public Participation Time        
Members of the public discussed the poor accessibility of the Whittington playpark and potential solutions for this. Council will investigate these solutions further.
A member of public requested that waste bin in Whittington playpark be added to the other bin emptying rounds as currently emptied by volunteers. Clerk will speak to waste company reference this happening.


	25/48
	Payments

Councillors received schedules
Cllr M Gillet proposed and Cllr Lawrence seconded to approve payment and receipt schedule for July & August 2025

RESOLVED



	25/49
	Open Spaces

To receive updates on open spaces issues:
· Bins: Clerk to arrange waste collection from playground bin..
· Lamppost on High Street Northwold, chair has not spoken to resident but believes a heritage replacement should be found. Agenda item for October.
· Playpark consultation: Numbers of returns were very low and therefore council need to rethink a full replacement of a playpark. Look at improving accessibility at Whittington and a smaller upgrade perhaps a fitness trail.
· Playpark maintenance: matting is being costed to be replaced following high summer usage.,
· Land valuation: Terms have been agreed and the valuation will carry out the survey and report.
· Tree Survey : Will take place on 16th September report to follow shortly after that.
· Parish Partnership application second draft has gone to Highways officer to review after which it will be submitted formally.
· Dog fouling: councillors discussed and reiterated that all complaints should be reported to the borough so that enforcement is notified.  
· River Wissey: Mr Martin sent a short reported which covered the main issues of water level being low and the invasion of Himalayan balsam. 
· Village Hall noticeboard: The village hall has requested to move the noticeboard so they can put seating outside. Council are happy for them to do this but will not be involved. Clerk to chase up a report on how the recent grant has been spent.


	25/50
	Martyn’s Law- The Terrorism Act

Martyn’s Law The terrorism act applies to all organisations who own or lease indoor and outdoor venues or deliver events. Council had an in depth discussion about the implications in general and for the council itself. 
· Areas of responsibility identified for the council were playparks and recreation ground, and landlord for the Northwold Sports and Social Club.
· Preparation for Act: Cllr Lawrence will write risk assessments for these open spaces and a safe system of work (SSOW) which everyone will have to sign up to.
· Evidence will be required from tenant’s reference events: Licenses, TENs insurance, SSOW and risk assessments.
· No events can happen on the recreation ground without full compliance with the law including approved event management plans from BKLWN and permission form the council. 
· Monitoring of compliance, any events that are not seeking the correct permissions will be reported.
· Clerk has signed up to UK protect and encouraged councillors to do so too as it provide free training and well as security updates.


	25/51
	Clerks Update                                                                                                               The external audit report has been received and will be posted on the notice boards for the public next week .


	24/52
	Next Meeting                                                                                                                 Thursday 2nd October 
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